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of hope and hard work 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

Tony Blair and the Cabinet yester- 
day agreed the first Queen’s Speech 
instalment of a radical new Labour 
agenda for Britain, and keptyet an- 
other promise by deciding to forego 
this year’s Cabinet pay rise. 

But the Prime Minister’s office 
r confirmed yesterday’s exclusive In- 
dependent report that there would be 
no early legislation on open gov- 
ernment Action on cigarette ad- 
vertising and a reform of the 
financing of political parties could 
also be stalled. 

Having reminded Cabinet col- 
. leagues that the pledges made in the 
campaign would be at the heart of 
nnv'fihe Government programme, Mr 
Blair said: “There is hope and opti- 
mism out there; hard work to be 
done in here " 

The Cabinet which broke with tra- 
il dition and called each other by first 
1 ' names rather than by ministerial ti- 
tle, agreed the Queen’s Speech leg- 
islalive package chat will take the new 
government through to the autumn 


on next year. The full speech will be 
delivered at the State Opening of 
Par liam ent on Wednesday. 

While the Prime Minister’s office 
refused to confirm speculation that 
the package would contain about 20 
Bills, there will be two Bills on ed- 
ucation, one on health, another on 
crime and disorder, and another on 
the reforms to the Bank of England 
announced by Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer on 
Tuesday, along with an early BQ1 to 
set up the referendums on Scottish 
and Welsh devolution,. 

John Prescott, Deputy Prime Min- 
ister, said in Downing Street after the 
Cabinet had ended that he was very 
proud of the Queen’s Speech. 

"It reflects all those priorities 
that we had in the general election 
- that of education, crime and jobs, 
decentralisation and devolution," 
he said. 

*T am looking forward to imple- 
menting that programme and show- 
ing that a different government can 
make a difference. And that is what 
our Queen's Speech will reflect’ 7 

The Cabinet agreement to forego 


Education Bills - To reduce class 
sizes for .5, 6, and 7 year-olds, 
raise standards aid tackle under- 
achievement. General Teaching 
Council to be established to raise 
the standing of the profession; ' 
stimulation of.private finance for 
school renovation. 

Health Bill - Reduction of bureau- 
cracy surrounding internal market 
aimed at diverting resources from . 
administration into medical care. 

Crime Bill - “Fast track" proce- 
dure to deal with persistent young 


dfferiders. Probable measures to 
ensure delinquent children's 
parents take responsibility; action 
against disruptive neighbours. . 

Finance BUI - Changes to the 
Bank of England, as announced 
by the Chancellor this week. 

- Referendum Bill to set up two 
referendums, on a perDament and 
tax-raising powers for Scotland, 
and on a Welsh assembly. To be 
. followed by fuH-scale devolution 
Bills on setting up a Scottish . 

: parliament and a Welsh iEtssembly. 



this year's pay rise had been 
promised by Mr Brown last Febru- 
ary, when he denounced the exces- 
sive nature of the increase that had 
been awarded under the pay review 
body process. 

Mr Blair will be take an effective 
pay ctit of just under 29 per cent - 
with a salary of £102,417 rather 


than the full £143,860 to which he is 
entitled. Cabinet members will fol- 
low his lead by taking an effective pay 
cut of over 15 per cent, taking 
£87,851. rather than the full 003,860 
which they could draw. The full 
award win be taken, instead, from next 
April 

Mr Blair has also decided to set 


up a new polity unit at Number 10, 
for the moment headed by David 
Miliband, who worked in Mr Blair's 
office in Opposition. He is to be di- 
rector ofpohcy, but Mr Blair was said 
to be looking for an overall strate- 
gic director, with what one aide called 
“a melon-sized brain". 

But the focus of much attention 


during the day was on the commit- 
ment to open government that Mr 
Blair had enthnsed about only last 
year. 

Following yesterday's Indepen- 
dent report that long-awaited legis- 
lation was to be delayed for another 
18 months, with yet another White 
Paper to be published outlining 
Government views, there was con- 
fusion yesterday morning when Pe- 
ter Mandelson, Minister without 
Portfolio, indicated that there might 
after all be legislation in the Queen’s . 
Speech. 

Later, however, he told Sky News: 
“We have to bring forward a White 
Paper on it first of all. We can’t just 
pull off some Bill from the shelf and 
introduce it straight away. But we’re 
very committed to it." . 

That was not the view of White- 
hall insiders, who said that Mr Man- 
delson was not at all committed to 
the legislation, described by one veiy 
senior source dose to the Prime Min- 
ister as "the death of journalism’’. 

The same source said there was no 
watering down of the commitment 
to legislation, but he said that min- 


Top Tories shy away from by-election 


islets had been faced with two drak- 
es: either to enact the existing Code 
of Practice on Access to Government 
Information ; or to spend time draw- 
ing up “meaningful" legislation. 

In the meantime, he said, a Free- 
dom of Information Unit would be 
set up under David Clark, Chancel- 
lor of the Duchy of Lancaster, in the 
Cabinet office. 

Maurice Frankel director of the 
Campaign for Freedom of Infor- 
mation. said: “If you give ministers 
two of three years to operate under 
the old roles, they win pick up bad 
habits which they will be reluctant to 
break." 

Other question marks were also 
being raised last night over the Gov- 
ernment’s enthusiasm for the abo- 
lition of the right of hereditary peers 
to sit and vote in the House of Lords, 
and although Mr Blair yesterday wel- 
comed a report on food safety, it was 
noted that there was no timescale for 
the creation of a . Food Stan- 
dards Agency. 

Leading article, page 19 
Suzanne Moore, page 21 
Andrew Man; page 21 
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Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent . 

The Tories were facing the 
prospect of a further humiliat- 
ing defeat and an increase in 
Labour's majority with a by- 
election in the normally safe 
Home Counties seat of 
Uxbridge, following the sudden 
death of Sir Michael Sbersby, 
aged 64. 

Friends of Michael Portillo 
were last night discounting any 
possibility of the former secre- 


QUICKLY 


taiy of state for defence r unning 
in the by-election to enable 
him to enter the Conservative 
Party leadership race. 

"You will have to drag some- 
one to stand." said one of Mr 
Portillo’s friends. “With the 
voters in their current mood, we 
are likely to lose it." 

Sir Michael had held the 
seat since 1972, but last Thurs- 
day saw his majority slashed by 
Labour from 13,179 to just 724. 
His death at home, seven days 
after his narrow victory, added 


to Lbe Tory woes, reduced the 
total number of Conservative 
seats to 164 and increased 
Labour’s majority to 178. 

The threat of a further defeat 
by Labour is likely to put off 
other ex-cabinet ministers who 
lost them seats, such as Ian Lang, 
Michael Forsyth and Malcolm 
Rjflrin d. 

The Tories are expected to liy 
to hold off the by-election 
until the late summer. 

Thai could revive the possi- 
bility of Chris Patten, the Gov- 


ernor of Hong Kong, seeking a 
return to Westminster, but his 
friends said after presiding at 
the hand-over of the colony to 
China, he was planning to spend 
the summer in France writing 
a book on the tiger economies 
of the Far East 

Bill Cash, the ardent Euro- 
sceptic. may join the leadership 
contest to force a more hostile 
policy to be adopted by the 
eventual winner against a fed- 
eral Europe. 

He fuelled speculation that 


he may stand, although he has. 
no chance of winning. 

Stephen DorreD, the former 
secretary of state for health, an- 
nounced yesterday that he 
would be taking bis leadership 
campaign to Scotland and 
Wales, where the Ibries were 
wiped out in the general 
election. 

The other camps were also re- 
porting a surge in demand by 
Tory members in Scotland and 
Wales for their parties to be re- 
vived. possibly by a shift of pol- 


icy under a new leader to engage 
in the devolved parliaments. 

Lord Archer, who is backing 
Peter Ulleys stand for the lead- 
ership, echoed demands among 
party members for a change in 
thg leadership rules to allow the 
grass-roots supporters to have 
a say in the choice of a leader. 

It is too late to change the 
outcome now, but he said the 
Tories would be “in the wilder- 
ness' 7 for years, if they did not 
make changes for the future. 

Obituary, page 18 


IRA truce demanded 

Tony Blair and John Bruton, the 
Irish PM, demanded a "quali- 
ty" IRA truce before Sinn Fein 
can enter peace talks: Mo 
Mowlam, Northern Ireland 
Secretary, damped hopes that 
it could be admitted by 3 June, 
when the talks resume. Page S 

HRT under scrutiny 

A study of women's health in- 
volving 1 million middle-aged 
Britons was launched to settle 
the argument about the risks 
and benefits of hormone re- 
placement therapy. Page 5 

That’s entertainment 

The Government is to start 
talks with BT on allowing it into 
entertainment broadcasting, 
following a promise that it 
would be allowed to compete 
with cable television in return 
for connecting hospitals, 
schools and libraries with the su- 
perhighway for free. Page 22 


Tycoon gets M years for 
world’s biggest fraud 


Kim Sengupta 

The world’s biggest fraud trial end- 
ed yesterday in major controversy 
over Britain’s legal aid system. 

Abbas GokaL convicted of a 
$1.2bn (£740m) fraud involving 
the Rank of Credit and Commerce 
International, was jailed for 14 
years, as well as traing fined a 
record £2. 9m - a sum the Old Bai- 
ley court is convinced he can pay 
from millions he has secreted away. 

The judge, Mr Justice Buxton, 
also awarded costs of £4 Jm against 
the disgraced Pakistani shipping 
magnate - although this ordered 
was stayed until his assets can be 
traced by the authorities. 

However, the court heard that 
GokaL 61, fold received £4in of tax- 
payers' money on legal aid to fund 


his 125-day trial Mr Justice Buxton 
said he was convinced Goka] had 
more than adequate funds to mount 
his own defence. However, he 
added that he would not pass any 
comment about the “appropriate- 
ness" of the legal aid board giving 
out money to Gokal. 

Gokal was a dose friend of Has- 
san Abedi, the late founder of 
BCCI. He was the biggest single 
borrower before banking authori- 
ties shut BCCI down in 1992 after 
discovering fraud amounting to 
$20bn. The Serious Fraud Office in 
London is convinced that Gokal and 
his associates have at least £100m 
hidden in a web of foreign bank 
accounts and shelf companies. 

Anthony Hacking QC, for. the 
prosecution, told the court that af- 
ter his arrest at Frankfurt airport 


Goka] had paid for German lawyers 
while extradition proceedings were 
going on. This continued until he 
arrived at Brixton prison in 1994. 
Mr Hacking said he was awarded 
legal aid in 1995 without the pros- 
ecuting authorities being consol te<L 

Awardinf* costs of £4.3ra against 
Gokal the judge said he was not 
“prepared to let this matter pass". . 
Gokal would, however, be expect- 
ed to pay £L9m on a confiscation 
order within two years. Failure to 
do so would lead to a further three- 
year fail term. 

Sentencing Gokal, the judge 
sajd: "I am wholly satisfied that you 
are an intelligent, sophisticated 


Fraudster jailed, page 22 
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Priest cleared of sexually 
abusing altar boys 

^ i r 5 i s U S. aI1 '® a,i0I1S 

Rclawcs and supporters of Father Edward Kilpatrick, 53. 
stJhbed with joy after the jury foreman read out the “Not guilty’ 
verdicts at pie end of the B-day trial at Armagh Crown Com? 

, ! 00 ^ two ® c “ sc ^« a 30-year-old civil servant, and a 32- 
year-old teacher who is a former student priest and a homosexual, 
were not m court to hear the verdicts. 

Fr Kilpatrick, a parish priest of Muripg. Co Donegal, is a former 
diocesan secretary to the now-retired Bishop of Derry Dr Edward 
Da£- . The allegations of gross indecency and indecent assault dated 
back more than 20 years to when he was a curate in Steelstown 
parish. Londonderry. 

Plea to pay human egg donors 

Egg donors should be paid up to £450 for helping childless couples, 
the head of a leading fertility dink said yesterday. 

Professor fan Craft, director of the London Gynaecology and 
Fertility Centre, said the current £15 fee plus travelling expenses 
allowed for donation was unrealistic in today's commercial world. 

Egg donation for financial reward is forbidden in Britain. 
However, some critics claim this has led to a serious shortage of 
donors. The Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority, which 
licenses dinics, intends to phase out all payments for egg donation. 

Tyneside weapons haul 

An Uzi machine-gun was among a haul of weapons displayed 
yesterday as the Suits of an anti-crime drive. 

The 51 firearms seized during Operation Rally in which police 
focused on known offenders on North Tyneside over the past nine 
months also included shotguns, pistols and rifles. 

Some 66 people being have been charged with a range of 
offences, involving robbery, violent disorder, drugs, theft and 
firearms. The commander of Tynemouth police. Superintendent 
Jon Stoddan, said the operation had been instrumental in reducing 
crime by a quarter in his district so for this year - and by 17 per 
cent across the whole force area. 

Gucci lover denies cruelty 

The mistress of the late fashion 
millionaire Paolo Gucci 
yesterday pleaded not guilty to 
causing unnecessary suffering 
to' 13 Arab horses at his former 
estate. Penny Armstrong, 28, 
denied 13 charges involving 
animals at MHmeld Farm, 
Rasper. West Sussex. The 
former stable girl appeared 
before Horsham magistrates to 
deny 12 of the charges related 
to between 12 December 19% 
and 2 January 1997, and 
another in December last year. 

Teachers shall show humility 

Teachers are being invited to obey a new code of values for their 
profession, including a commandment to admit they sometimes get 
things wrong. 

The set of ethical principles, the fust of its kind to be devised for 
the education service, is based on two years’ work by universities 

responsible for teacher training. ... 

Among the 1 1 commandments, published by the Universities 
Council for the Education of Teachers, are four calling on teachers 
to exercise humpy towards others, including their pupfls. They are 
told to recognise their own fallibility and be wiling to admit they 
may be “mistaken in respect of knowledge and of behaviour 5 ’. 

A spokesman for the National Association of Schoolmasters 
Union of Women Teachers said teachers have one single 
commandment to offer: “Thou shall listen io the voice of the 
classroom teacher.” Lucy Ward 

Smokers’ weight gain explained 

Smokers who kick the habit and then gain weight may do so 
because they have a lower level of a hormoDe which controls 
appetite, according to new research. 

Findings of a team based in Newcastle and Melbourne, Australia 
which are published in the latest issue of the International Jounwl 
of Obesity indicate that smokers have lower levels of leptin, which 
moderates hunger. 

Smoking makes the appetite centre in the brains of smokers 
more sensitive to leptin so their appetite is suppressed. When a 
person stops smoking the brain becomes less receptive to leptin so 
they eat more which often results in weight gain. Gtenda Cooper 

Nazi gold in German bank vault 

A Jewish organisation yesterday called for a search of German 
bank vaults after it emerged that two Nazi-looted bars of gold were 
transferred to the Bank of England as recently as last September. 

The two bars were originally obtained by the Nazis in J942 from 
the Bank of France where the Belgians had placed them for safe- 
keeping. The Deutsche Bundesbank found them last year and 
passed them to the Tripartite Gold Commission fond which was set 
up to oversee the return of the looted gold. Louise Jury 
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after sex harassment case 


A woman firefighter yesterday took the highly 
unusual decision to return to her (rid job after 
winning compensation for sexual harassment 
. Jenny Hope, who accepted £6,000 In an outetaourt 
settlement, said .she was subjected to offensive be- 
haviour and ridicule after joining foe Bedfordshire and 
Luton Fire Senrfc& Objectjonabte comments ware made 
about her appearance and one male colleague even 
refused fo speakto her. she. said ' - - 

Ms Hbpe,a3t-year-bld motheroftwo, said she was 
apprehensive about returning to work but had received 
support from ofoerfirefighters in Bedford and thought 
that peopie had learned from their mistakes. * 

. - Tm glad I’ve gotthe opportunity to go back. I hope 
things will be different and f can make a fresh start,* 
•She^aicbr4'^ 

M& Hope,- Who- has been car sick leave for eight 
mortths.tokiiofHer time in foe sendee after joining two 
years ago: “l gotthe feeling that I wasn't want edtb ere 
' because ! was a woman. It seemed as Iflbad tojus- 
tify'mysdlfairihe'tnhe and in foe end i lost my self- 
confidence. 

It went well beyond the normal banter you get in 


Judge steps down 
with call for 
legal review 

Judge Gerald Butter QC (right), 
one of Britain's most colourful and 
outspoken judges, retired yester- 
day with a call for a wide ranging 
overhaul of the legal system. 

The senior judge at Southwark 
Crown Court in London for the 
past 13 years, he asked for an in- 
quiry into how juries make deci- 
sions and questioned whether 
judges needed to sum up cases at 
foe end of atrial. 

Judge Butler, 66, has overseen 
a series of high profile cases, in- 
cluding those involving Uz Hurley, 
after she was mugged by a girt 
gang; pop star Sting, who memo- 
rably told how he “failed to notice" 
when his accountant siphoned off 
£690,000 from hisjpurrerrt account 
as part of a multi-million pound 
fraud; TV comic Craig Charles, 
who was cleared of rape; and foot- 
baller Dennis Wise, who success- 
fully appealed against a conviction 
for attacking a London cab driver. 

He is also foe only judge in liv- 
ing memory to order the arrest of 
a banister in open court following 
a heated clash of views. 

Addressing a gathering of bar- 
risters and judges at a formal 
farewell ceremony in his honour, 
he asked: “Why has there never 
been some inquiry and report as 
to what actually goes on in foe 
jury room? If there were, we would 


the fire sendee. It was unpleasant and I was angry and 
upset at the time. AH I ever wanted was for it to stop 
so I could get on with my job of being a firefighter.” 
Three firemen ware given written warnings, sent on 
sex discrimination courses and moved to other fire sta- 
tions following the complaints. 

She hoped that other women who found themselves 
' in similar situations could see it was possible to take 
- their case to an industrial tribunal and still return to 
their jobs. '. . 

- Bronweri Jenkins, of trade union solicitors Thomp- 
sons, said it was unusual for a woman in such a case 
to return to work. “Normally they suffer double jeop- 
ardy - sex discrimination and losing their job.” - 

- Ken Cameron, general secretary of the Fire Brigades 
: -Union, said he was defighted Ms Hope felt that she could 

go back to work."By pursuing sexual harrassment cas- 
es. for members and negotiating proper equal opportu- 
nities (fibcedures, we are beginning to change attitudes.” 
Paul- Brown, deputy , chief fire officer, said the 
“brigade admitted no liability In the case and said the 
settlement was “amicable and productive”. 

Barrie dement 


Heart operation 
for Heseltine 

Michael Heseltine, foe former 
deputy prime minister, who was 
admitted to hospital with heart 
trouble last weekend, underwent 
surgery yesterday to widen the ar- 
teries supplying blood to his heart 

The operation, known as an an- 
gioplasty, was carried out at foe 
private Harley Street Clinic in Lon- 
don. In a brief statement last night 
Dr Brian Mawhinney, the Tory party 
chairman, said the surgery had * 
been a success. “He is resting 
comfortably and hopes to go home; 
in a few days," he said. 

The operation indicates that Mr 
Heseltine's condition is more sen- ' 
ous than simple fatigue caused by 
foe rigours of the election cam- 
paign. He had a heart attack in 
1993 while on holiday in Venice 
but always insisted it was only a 
minor attack from which he had 
fully recovered. 

Mr Heseltine underwent an an- 
giogram earlier this week, in which 
radio-opaque dye was injected into 
his heart which must have reve- 
laed a blockage. The angioplasty, 
which was necessary to dear it, in- 
volves threading a wire carrying a 
tiny balloon through the artery in 
foe groin up to the heart. The bal- 
loon is then inflated, stretching foe 
narrowed artery, before being with- 
drawn to allow the blood to flow. 

Mr Heseltine withdrew from the 
Tory leadership race last Saturday, 
hairing been the bookies' favourite. 



discover if our directions of law 
are understood and followed. 

“I for my part believe there 
would be quite a few shocks if 
there were that inquiry." 

He then questioned the need for 
judges to sum up at the end of 
cases, saying: "It has always 
seemed to me that is wholly un- 
necessary: All foe jury need to be 
given are directions as to the law." 

Judge Butler, who lists his inter- 
ests in Who's Who as rugby, 
opera, Japanese pottery and walk- 
ing, was called to the Bar in 1955 
and moved on to the Bench in 
1977 as a crown court Recorder. 
Five years later he was appointed 
a circuit judge, and in 1964 be- 
came senior judge at Southwark. 

Lord Justice Aukf, senior preskiing 
judge in England and Wales, praised 
Judge Butler's “intellectual authority 
and robust common sense". 


TRANSPORT 

Traffic increase puts more 
pressure on motorways 

Britain's packed motorways are growing ever more busy, according 
to Government figures released yesterday. 

Motorway trail: grew 3.9 per cent last year 
now carrying more vehicles than other trunk routes, ev entpQiig n 
they make up only a quarter of the trunkxoad system. ^ 

Department of Transport statistics for 1996 alst>' sbowed&at : 
overall motor traffic increased by 2.7 per cart Jv.*- ■ • ~ ; • -a 

Towards the end of their term in office, the Conservatives were * 
moving away from the idea of building more roads to cope with /j 
traffic growth. Instead, they were concentrating more an 
to make better use of existing highways, including many widening/" . 
schemes, and trying to encourage more use of public transport, f . 

The new Government is committed to an even more vigorous/^ 
policy of “greening up" transport and promoting alternative^ to/the 

car- . } ■*-*!*'£ 


HEALTH 1 : ^ 

Upsurge in abortions continues 

Abortions were stiff rising nearly a year after the 1995 scare < wer - 

the contraceptive pill, according to the latest figures released^ 

the Office for National Statistics. Between Jnne and September 
)a«t year there was a rise of 2,721 abortions for women resident m 
England and Wales, or 7.X per cent, compared with the s ame 
period in the previous yean In total, 41,162 terminations were 

carried out. . , _ 

The British Pregnancy Advisory Service, the mam provider of 
abortion services outside the NHS, said it bad seen an mcreaseof 
10.4 per cent over this period and warned it would take some time 
before numbers settled and returned to the steady decline that was • 
evident before the Pill scare in October 1995. 

“Many women remain unsettled and unsure about using the 
Pill, they need time to become confident again and importantly 
they need access to information which helps them understand 
exactly what the CSM announcement meant to them,” said Carol 
Robots, spokeswoman for BPAS. “Until women's confidenc e in t he 
contraceptive pfll returns, they rill continue to use less effective 

methods of contraception and therefore increase their risk of i 

getting pregnant” Glenda Cooper 


SOCIETY 

Single life for homeowners 

The number of single people buying homes and living alone has 
almost trebled in IS years, according to a survey published 
yesterday. A reduction in the amount of pood quality homes for 
rent could partly explain the increase, said the Department of 
Environment. . 

Figures from the Office for National Statistics showed that the 
numbers had risen from 370,000 in 1977-78 to 1 million in 1995-96. 

Younger people were said to be behind the increase, and the 
figures showed there were more than six times as many owner- 
occupieis aged under 45. • • 

who had never married, than ~ : 

in 1977-78. fln-7^1 

Alan Holmans, a | LbQl ( 

contributor to the report, J A 

said: “The sheer number of J . 
single men, and to a lesser / i “1 tj- — r\ 

extent women, is behind the j j J H J 

changes. And in parts of the | I /_ jf 

country where house prices ' " f 

are lower, there are more 

owning and fewer renting. 7 ’ /VV 4 Hc * r lA/A s ) 

The third report of the A\ lapyI, 

Survey of English Housing, W V L,ve * /A/ / 

based on interviews in 20,000 J 

private households, 'also W / T 0^*/ 

showed that 200,000 USafmc: 

households took in lodgers. 
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WEATHER 

Cold truth about warmer climes 

Cold snaps can be fatally bad news for hot-blooded Italians and 
Greeks, according to a study which shows that death rates in warm 
countries rise foster as temperatures drop than they do In chillier 
regions. This Is because people used to the heat forget to wrap up 
when the weather gets cold and do not heat their homes properly, • 
it is suggested. 

Researchers led by Professor WR Kea tinge, from Queen Mary 
and Westfield College, London, investigated the link between death 
rate and temperature change in different parts of Europe. 

The areas studied were northern Finland, southern Finland, 
south-western Germany, the Netherlands, London, northern Italy, 
Athens, and Palermo in Sicily. 

Death rates for most regions were at their lowest when daily — L. 
temperatures were around 18C (64AF). The death rates then insert 
with each IC drop in temperature, with the biggest increases sea ffi* 
in places that had mild winters. 

- In southern Finland, where the average winter temperature walS 
-1C, mortality Increased by 0.27% for each 1C foil from I8C. ' 

But in Athens, where winters average 12.7C, Che average J 

mortality increase for each IC foil from 18C was 2.15%. -Jf 


>. for 1 -ftEE softwai^^qiibtg“lnde^^ ^liB8 S j!^ ^ 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

J Recycled paper siade up 4U2% df 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
mmr in the first half fcf 1996 ; .i 
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Delighted: Julie and Anthony Cohn Photo©aph:PA 


It was a matching of opposites; the 
grandmother and the childless pair, 
the surgeon and the pub cook; the 
Orthodox Jewish couple and the 
Gentile mother. 

Bm yesterday Julie and Antho- 
ny Cohn could not contain their 
gratitude for Anne Keep, the 41- 
ycar-oW who acted as ibe surrogate 
mother of their triplets Albert, 
George and Hcmy. “I believed 
some wonderful thing would hap- 
pen and h has," said Mr Coha 

i *We didn't think we would ever 
find anyone as wonderful and giv- 
ing. as superb and selfless as Anne" 
said Mrs Coha “She is completely 
full of goodness and love.” 

Mrs Keep who has three grand- 
children of her own acted as “an- 
tenatal babysitter" after being put 
in. touch with the Cohns through 


Cots (Childlessness Overcome 
Through Surrogacy), which puts 
childless couples and surrogates 
together. 

Overcoming odds of 1000-1, the 
triplets were conceived after doctors 
implanted two eggs -taken from 
Mrs Cohn and fertilised with her 
husband's sperm. In Mrs Keep's 
womb, one of the eggs split into 
identical twins. 

The children were bora in hos- 
pital in Birmingham in March, 
weighing between two and three 
pounds each, Van. have doubled in 
weight after moving to the Royal 
Free Hospital in Hampstead, north- 


west London. Yesterday they gur- 
gled and cried as they hugged their 


gkd and cried as they hugged tb 
tiny ted tty bears. 

Speaking for the first time sir 
the birth the Cohns said they h 


Speaking tor the first time since 
the birth the Cohns said they had 
struck up an instant rapport with 
Mrs Keep and would be keeping in 
close touch “for the rest of their 


lives". Mrs Cohn, a 27-year-old 
lecturer who was born without a 
womb, said: “We have learnt so 
much from her about giving and 
about selflessness. She is a fantas- 
tic woman." 

Mis Keep was paid expenses. 
Commercial surrogacy was banned 
in Britain after Kim Cbtioo, Britain's 
first surrogate mother to go public; 
was paid £6,500 in 1985 to nave a 
baby for an infertile couple. 

The Cohns said they felt moral 
critics of surrogacy were unfair and 
failed to understand the plight of the 
childless couple. “The only surro- 
gacy we really know about is’ the one 
we went through." said Mr Cohn. 
“It was such a wonderful experience 
and has been such a positive thing. 
It has given us something we would 
never have been able to have oth- 
erwise." 

His wife added: “It's unfair for 
people to comment on moral 


grounds tf they hadn't gone through 
it Anne is a person who has given 
so much. If anyone looked at ourbst 
ycar-and-a-half, they would see we 
have no qualms whatsoever." 

Surrogacy and fertility treatment 
have been a vexed question in the 
Jewish community in’ some time. 
For the Orthodox, Jewishness is 
transmitted only through biological 
mothers. But it is not dear from tra- 
ditional Jewish teaching whether a 
mother is the woman whose egg 
grows into a baby, or the woman 
whose womb nourishes h, if the two 
roles are separated as they are 
here. 

Fraybin Gottlieb, assistant regis- 
trar at the London Beth Din, the 
court of the Chief Rabbi, said yes- 




terday: “It is a very sensitive issue 
ana one one winch there are var- 


and one one winch there are var- 
ious opinions. There is no one sin- 
gle religious ruling either in this 
country or abroad." 


Surrogate: Anne Keep, 41, who gave birth m March 
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The big question a 


computer cannot ask: 


owners 




the wrong moves? 


Wiliam Hartson 


What is Garry Kasparov playing at in 
New York? After four games of his 
chess match against the IBM comput- 
er, Deep Blue, be has scored a win, a 
loss and two draws. He should have 
Drawn the game he lost - indeed, his 
came could still have been saved in the 


final position when when he resigned 
-ana he held a dear advantage in both 


ed out all the tactics by the ihne Kas- 
parov has written down his previous 
move on the score sheet. 

When there arc no tactical oppor- 
tunities, however - in blocked positions 
for example, or where the While and 
Black pieces have yet to meet in hand- 
to-hand combat - computers can only 
stumble through billions of possibilities. 


-and he held a dear advantage in both 
drawn games. At the end of the fourth 
game yesterday, Kasparov said: “1 be- 
lieve it was a win ._ but I was tired and 
I couldn’t -figure it out/* 

Is this really the man who has spread 
terror throughout the chess world for 
the past 12 years? Did Gany Kasparov 
ever resign a drawn position against 
Anatoly Karpov? Was he ever too 


hoping that something good turns up. 
In both the third and fourth games 


In both the third and fourth games 
of this match. Deep Blue played some 
atrociously pointless, or gratuitously 
weakening moves when it did not un- 


tired to figure out how to beat Nigel 
Short? Ttoo theories have emerged to 
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Short? Tb/o theories have emerged to 
explain Kasparov’s unconvincing form 
in the match so far. 

The rational explanation is that the 
world champion is finding it extreme- 
ly difficult tO adjust to the unfamiliar 
problems posed by a computer oppo- 
nent Human beings tend to miscalcu- 
late in tactically complex positions. 
When a position explodes into a sud- 
den turmoil of possible captures, checks 
and brutal threats, the human mind 
turns to mush. But that is exactly 
where computers are at their strongest. 

It is relatively simple for a pro- 
* grammar to instruct bis machine to look 
at every passible sequence of captures 
ahd checks, and thinking at some 250 
millkm moves a second, you can be fair- 
ly sure that Deep Blue will have sort- 


6 When a position 
explodes, the 
human mind 
turns to mush 9 


deratand what was happening, but 
once Kasparov developed direct 
threats, it found the perfect defences 
to counter them. Humans, when they 
stan playing badly, generally have the 
good grace to continue doing so. Rac- 
ing such a mixture of mindlessness and 
perfection is enough to throw anyone 
off balance. 

But for anyone determined to reject 
so logical an explanation, there is a 
bizarre theory that has been advocat- 
ed by some suspicious chess followers 
in the darker corners of the Interact 
Just suppose a world chess, cha m pion 
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Is Kasparov making 
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was challenged to a Sim match by a 
large computer company. If he gave it 
too sound a thrashing, he would win the 
prize, but it would not come back for 
more. 

The result of last year’s match be- 
tween Kasparov and Deep Blue turned 
out to be perfect for all concerned. 
Deep Blue won one game, which led 
to unparalleled publicity for its mak- 
ers as well as encouraging them to be- 
lieve their programming was on the 
right lines. There were two draws in the 
middle of the match, which sustained 
interest to the very end, then Kasparov 
ran away at the end with two con-' 
temptuously easy victories. Ibe perfect . 
plot. And the firet four games this time 
have followed an identical pattern. . 

. Has Kasparov been pulling his 
punches? Is he just toying with Deep. 
Blue, in the knowledge that Jie can dis- 
patch it to the junk yard whenever he- 
chooses? . : 

No, of course he isn't But if he wins 
the last two games of the match, pro- 
ponents of foe alternative theory will 
take it as strong evidence for their case. 

But there is a far stronger piece of 
evidence pointing to the opposite con- 
clusion: if the expression on Kas- 
parov’s face was anything other than 
genuine anguish while he was being 
pushed around by Deep Blue in the sec- 
ond game, then he is an even better ac- 
tor than he is a chessplayer. He is, on 
his usual form, a good enough player 
to polish off Deep Blue this weekend 
and take the $700,000 winner's purse. 
And next year IBM will surely be back 
for more. • 


Quiet game: TV screens showing Garry Kasparov as he ponders his next move against IBM's Deep Blue 
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Failing 

British 


siFcoms 


in search 


of new 


Friends 



In the can: A scene from Steptoe and Son (left), from Friends, and the sit-com artist par excellence, Tony Hancock 


Raul McCann 

Media Correspondent 


Has Anyone Seen My Pussy? 
could only be a Channel 4 doc- 
umentary! This one is about the 
use of innuendo in the British 


situation comedy and is the 
centrepiece to a weekend-long 
celebration of the much-ma- 
ligned television genre to be 
shewn at the end of this month. 

It will look at how the sit-com 
has developed and changed 


over the years and will also ex- 
amine the influence of Ameri- 
ca's massive output of sit-coms. 
A series of mjoi -sit-coms using 
the British alternative comedi- 
ans Matt Lucas and Bob Mor- 
timer wiU parody the US brand 


of formula sit-com in shows 
called My Gay Dads and I'm 
Bland Yet All My Friends Are 
Krazy. 

Stuart Cosgrove. Channel 
4's controller of arts and 
entertainment, believes the 


How many extra orders will you take 

with BTs new Freefone offer? 



weekend is timely because of 
debate about the merits of 
British and American sit-coms 
and the popularity of shows such 
as Friends and Frasier. 

He believes the success of US 
imports comes down to famil- 
iarity. He said: “Because sit- 
coms are about characters, they 
take time to work. People need 
to get to know the characters 
and their catch-phrases. Shows 
like Only Fools and Horses and 
One Foot in the Grave look un- 
til their third series to really take 

off. 

“So while Father Ted is very 
much an authored work, writ- 
; ten by two people. Friends is part 
of a Los Angles sit-com indus- 
try and has 34 writers. That 
means you have eight episodes 
of father Ted a year compared 
with 36 episodes a year of 
Friends. That in turn means US 
sit-coms can become familiar 
with the audience and take off 
very quickly.” 

This is one explanation, he 
believes, why the US's prime- 
time schedules are dominated 
by sit-coms, while it is drama 
and soaps that dominate in the 
UK. There, he says, they have 
made the investment in sit- 


com, white here comedy budgets 
are being attracted to cheaper 
comedy game-show formats 
like Have I Got News For You" 

A further difference was that 
here most critically acclaimed 
sit-coms had moved out of peak 
time to after the 9pm watershed. 
Only One Foot in the Grave and 
repeats of Only Fools and Hors- 
es remain in the centre of the 
mainstream. 

Mr Cosgrove feels this is a 
function of British comedy writ- 
ers turning their back on the 
cosy Terry and June-style sub- 
urban sit-com world. 

“The closest to that form we 
have now is One Foot in the 
Grave.” said Mr Cosgrove. “And 
it is very different. 

“It is never explicitly stated, 
but the couple have lost a child 
at some time in the past and it 
is as if they are just waiting to 
die. There is a much darter 
melancholy permeating che 
show than in traditional come- 
dies. ~ 

Mr Cosgrove believes thai the 
BBC’s early Eighties hit The 
ybung Ones madid a major sea- 
change in the kind of sit-com 
writers wanted to create. 

“The Young Ones decon- 
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strutted the rules of the sit-com 
with time-warps, people walk- 
ing through wails and bands 
playing in the middle of the liv- 
ing room. Father Ted wouldn’t 
east without it- it is The Young 
Ones in a seminary. 

“But it has to be remembered 
that the classic, timeless 
sit-coms, like Steptoe and 
Son, were never just the bour- 


geoisie in their living-rooms. - ’ 
Has Anyone Seen My Pussy? 


explores how, by moving to lat^i 
er in the evening, sit-com writ*l 


er in the evening, sit-com wri*l 
ers could stop saying coconuts 
when they meant to say tits and 
how The Young Ones helped 
introduce a more up-front 
language that is used by shows 
like Men Behaiing Badly or 
Absolute h' Fabulous. 


Nuclear plant Blacked-up child 
ordered to stop sweeps ‘snubbed’ 


reprocessing by Blue Peter 
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In an unprecedented move, 
Scotland's green watchdog yes- 
terday ordered an immediate 
halt of a radioactive waste pro- 
cessing operation at the Doun- 
reay nuclear plant on safety 
grounds. 

The Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency (Sepa) said 
AEA Technology, the former- 
ly state-owned firm r unn i n g 
the operation, was not able to 
accurately monitor levels of ra- 
dioactivity in gasses and liquids 
discharged into the sea and air 
from the new, purpose-built 
plant in Caithness. 

The waste in question is 
highlv-volatile sodium, and it 
comes from Germany. Molten 
sodium is used as a coolant in- 
side fast breeder reactors but it 
becomes radioactive as a result. 

AEA Technology is con- 
tracted to convert several dozen 
tonnes of the resulting conta- 
minated sodium into a safer, less 
radioactive form using chemi- 
cal treatments which turn it into 
salt and water. 

This processing operation 
produces gasses and liquids 
with very low levels of radioac- 
tivity which are discharged into 


the sea and air. In issuing a 
legally binding prohibition no- 
tice the environment protection 
agency, an arm of government, 
also said it bad doubts about the 
declared levels of radioactivity 
in the 86 tonnes of imported | 
sodium. 

The large Dounreay site is 
shared between the privatised 
AEA and the state-owned UK 
Atomic Energy Authority, both 
used to part of the same or- 
ganisation. 

A spokesman for AEA Tech- 
nology said the agency's action 
arose out of information it had 
provided to the regulator. “We 
were surprised at this reactor 
to our full and fair disclosure 
... we believe we can comply 
with all of the agency's 
requirements.” 

Sepa also believes that the 
importation of contaminated 
sodium may not have complied 
with laws covering waste im- 
ports. It says h is considering a 
prosecution. 

AEA Technology says the 
shipments bad been cleared by 
the German authorities, the 
Scottish Office and HM Indus- 
trial Pollution Inspectorate, 
when the contracts were 
arranged two years ago. 


The children’s programme 
Blue Peter has been accused 
of “political correctness gone 
mad" after an editor refused to 
film children dressed as chim- 
ney sweeps because they had 
blacked-up faces. 

They were taking part in the 
Bank Holiday Rochester 
Sweeps Festival in Kent, an 
event started in the 18th century' 
to celebrate May Day. 

Children in the Medway 
town had joined Morris dancers 
at the festival, which was im- 
mortalised by Charles Dickens 
in Sketches By Boz. 

But a BBC crew from Blue 
Peter who were supposed to film 
the children refused after they 
saw their blackened faces. 

Blue Peter editor Oliver Mac- 
farlane said: “I was concerned 
that showing people with arti- 
ficially blacked-up faces might 
be misunderstood and cause 
offence to some members of our 
audience. 

“We did ask to film a group 
of other children dressed as 
Morris dancers but permission 
was refused. We are sorrv to 
disappoint those children who 
expected to be filmed.” 

Tony Stalker, who had gone 
to watch the popular event. 


pared to give up theirtSne to 
help with fil ming . 


help with filming. -77 
“The event was cayered by 
other TV crews wfiorbad no 
reservations about co m i n g-” 
The council saidfhfe children 
had taken their inspiration from 
contemporary pictures of 39th 
century sweeps and descrip- 
tions by Dickens, Who lived in 
Rochester during his last years. 

The event (fled out at the turn 
of the century tmriwas revived 
by the Ci ty ctf uocflm: the 1980s 
as a tourist attraction. 
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said: “This is political correct- 
ness gone mad. 

“Everyone knows the black 
laces of the sweeps represents 
just the soot. Blue Peter should i, 
not read things into something & 
that is just not there.” 

A spokeswoman for 
Rochester City Council, which - 
organises the festival, said: ; 
“ Blue Peter did express an in- \ 
lerest in taking part in the :j 
Rochester Sweeps Festival bnt •; 
to our disappointment decided 
to cancel their visit" : i 

She added: “Blue Petetfs ■ 
decision obviously disappoint- . 
ed not just the council, but also 
the groups continuing ithe 
tradition of the dancingsweeps 
and individuals who were pre- 
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news 


A million women help settle HRT doubts 


^“JiyLaunmce 

Health Editor 

The world's largest study of 
womens health, involving 
IrmUion middle-aged British 
women, was launched yesterday 
to settle the argument about the 
ns “ and benefits of hormone 
replacement therapy. 

One in three women in 
gnjwn aged 50-64 is now taking 
HKT to ease the symptoms of 
the menopause and its popularity 
has doubled since 1990. But 
doctors are still unsure what to 
te Uwt ,r nen about the risks. 

Die treatment, once de- 
scribed as “the last frontier to the 
emancipation of women", is be- 
lieved to cut the rate of heart dis- 
ease but increase the risk of 
breast cancer It is also regard- 
ed as a valuable defence against 
the bone-thinning di«» ay os- 
teoporosis but may raise the risk 
of blood dots. 

. Fears that it also increased the 
risk of endometrial cancer (of the 
Bning of the womb) haw receded 
since the introduction of a>m- 
bmed preparations including 
progestogen. 

The “Million Women" study 
will be run by the Imperial 
Cancer Research Fund with 
the National Health Service 
breast screening programme. 
Questionnaires will be sent to 
all women invited for screening, 
seeking details of their medical 
history and the HRT prepara- 
tion they arc taking. The 
women are aged 50 to 64. 

Professor Werie BeraJ, head 
of the ICRFs epidemiology 
unit at Oxford and principal co- 
ordinator of the study, said it 
was fears that HRT might in- 
crease the risk of breast cancer. 


coupled with the huge number 
of women now taking it - up to 
2 million in Britain - that made 
the investigation essential. 

“Britain is the only country 
in the world that can carry out 
this study because it is the only 

one with a large population and 
a comprehensive national 


Professor Bern! said the scale 
of the study, cnsungXlm, was 
necessary to give dear answers. 
The aim was to recruit 250,000 
women In- the end of the year 
und to meet the target of 1 mil- 
lion by 1999. About 6.000 of 
them are expected to have de- 
veloped breast cancer by 1999 
and a further 61)00 to have died 
of heart disease by 2002. 

The first results are expect- 
ed in five years. Professor Bc-- 
rai said; “We know there is 
nothing drastic going on with 
HRT. We hope this study will 
provide (he facts so that when 
women arc trying to figure out 
... whether or not to frik« it they 
will have the information they 
need to choose." 

Julietta Pat nick, national co- 
ordinator of the NHS breast 
screening programme, said the 
effects of HRT were a major 
anxiety for women. “We get a 
million questions a year about 
it and unfortunately we don’t 
know the answers. We never like 
to tell women anything without 
the evidence to hack it up." 

She said that if HRT increased 
the risk of breast cancer it could 
be because it delayed the 
menopause and the fail in hor- 
mone levels associated with it 
which reduces the incidence of 
cancer, or it could be because h 
delays changes in the breast tis- 
sue at menopause which reduce 



Patient approach: Gilty Andrews, a nurse, says HRT has helped her ‘hardly notice that the menopause has come or gone’ 


the effectiveness of screening. 

The p re-menopausal breast 
•has more glandular tissue which 
is denser, making it harder to spot 
cancers in screening. The study 


would aim to answer these ques- 
tions and whether the type of 
HRT made any difference. 

GQly Andrews, 49. a nurse 
who counsels patients on Lhe 


menopause, has been taking 
HRT for 10 years since haring 
a hysterectomy. “It has been 
wonderful. I have no qualms or 
anxiety about it at alL 1 see my- 


self slipping into middle age 
without ever noticing the 
menopause has come or gone." 

She said she advised ail her 
friends to take it and most had 


followed her example. “I don't 
know anyone in my personal cir- 
cle who has tried it and given it 
up. For the vast majority of 
women it is the right choice." 


Ceasefire call unites 
Blair and Bruton 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Tbny Blair and John Bruton, the 
Irish Prime Minister, united 
last nigfat in demanding a “qual- 
ity ceasefire" by the IRA before 
Smn Fein can enter the resumed 
peace talks in Ulster by the de- 
mocratic parties. 

The Secretary of Suite for 
Northern Ireland, Mo Mowlam, 
said the ball was in the IRA’s 
court, but damped down hopes 
that Sinn Fein could be admit- 
ted by 3 June, when the all-par- 
ty talks are due to resume in 
Belfast. 

Unless there is a dramau'c 
shift by the IRA, the talks will 
now resume without Sinn Fein, 
in spite of the election of two 
Sinn Fein MPs - Gerry Adams 
and Martin McGuinness - in 
last week’s election. 

David Trimble, the Ulster 
Unionist leader, who also met 
Mr Blair 24 hours earlier, 
warned there could be a “tac- 


tical manoeuvre" by the IRA in 
the hope of catching the two 
governments off balance but 
there would not be a genuine 
cessation of violence. 

“The ball is in their court. I 
am not sure 3 June is a possi- 
bility.” said Ms Mowlam after 
emerging from the talks be- 
tween the Prime Minister and 
Mr Bruton in Downing Street, 
which she said had been “very 
useful”. 

She said both leaders were 
agreed about the need for Sinn 
Fein to be in the talks “but for 
that to happen, there has to be 
a ceasefire and there has to be 
a greater commitment in word 
and deed than we have seen in 
the past because of the atroci- 
ties we have experienced 

“It is the quality of the cease- 
fire that matters. We have said . 
for sometime that the ball is in 
Sinn Fein’s court. It is for them 
and the IRA to show os it is a 
quality ceasefire. I am not sure 
that 3 June is possible. What 


matters is ... commitment." 

Welcoming the fresh ap- 
proach by Ms Mowlam and 
Mr Blair, Mr Bruton said: “We 
didn't expect there would be in- 
stant solutions. There was an 
immediate indication of a pos- 
itive willingness to engage. That 
was most heartening and give 
positive hope to people in 
Northern Ireland” 

There were hopes that their 
first meeting could breathe new 
life into the stalled peace 
process in Northern Ireland 
amid increased speculation that 
a renewed IRA ceasefire may be 
declared. 

Downing Street had spent 24 
hours damping down expecta- 
tions of a breakthrough. 

The Prime Minister’s aides 
insisted It was a “getting to know 
you” meeting, with an oppor- 
tunity to review Sinn Kin’s 
support, and the threat of re-, 
newed violence in the marching 
season, and the local elections 
in Ulster later this month. 
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V THE ESDEPEVUE>T 


queen’s speech proposals 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


Two education Bills will form the ■‘centre- 
piece" of the Queen's Speech programme 
for the forthcoming parliamentary year. 
After the first meeting of the new Cab- 


inet yesterday, the Prime Minister's Office 
said one education Bill would deal with Hay 
snes. Because it would be short and spe- 
cific. that might be expected to be through 
to the Statute Book by the end of the year. 

The second education Bill would be 
about educational standards and what the 


spokesman said would be a “The most far- 
reaching attack ever made on under- 
achievement in schools.” It would include 
creation of a General Teaching Council, to 


raise the standing and morale of the pro- 
fession: measures to deal with failing 


fession; measures to deal with failing 
teachers, schools and education authorities: 


and a stimulation of private finance for 
school renovation. 

There will also be legislation to get rid 
of some of the bureaucratic apparatus at- 
tached to the internal market in the NHS, 
action Labour hopes win help divert re- 
sources from administration into front-fine 


Quick end 


medical care. Early legislation is promised 
to accelerate the way in which persistent 
young offenders are dealt with by the crim- 
inal justice system. That Home Office leg- 
islation ® expected to indude action 
to ensure parents of delinquent children 
free up to them responsibilities, and action 


^ paine noisy and disruptive neighbours. 

The Queen’s Speech will also indude leg- 
islation to enact changes to the Bank of 
Pngfand anno unced by Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor, this week. A start- on the 

bemade in next month’s 


to assisted 


places 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 


Two education Bills - one short 
and sharp, one more substan- 
tial - will be announced in the 
Queen's Speech next week. 

The first Bill, to be moved on 
Lo the statute book as soon as 
possible, will deal with Labour’s 
plans to abolish the assisted 
places scheme and use the cash 
to bring down primary school 
class sues. 

The Government is acting 
quickly in order to prevent in"- 
dependent schools making of- 
fers of assisted places for the 
1998-9 academic year. All 
places already awarded will be 
honoured but the money saved 
as the scheme is phased out will 
be used to ensure dass sizes arc 
no higher than 30 for five-, six- 
and seven-year-olds. 

A White Paper to be pub- 
lished in June will address the 
core of Labour's education pol- 
icy, centring on measures to 
raise standards in schools. 

It will include moves to un- 
derpin planned improvements 
in literacy and numeracy to 
meet ambitious targets. 

There wfl) also be proposals 
for tackling failing schools and 
local education authorities, 
paving the way for Labour's 
"fresh start" policy under which 
inadequate schools would be 
closed and reopened under 
new leadership. The White Pa- 


per will also contain proposals 
for a general teaching council 
intended to help raise teachers’ 
professional status. 

The Bill, due in the autumn, 
will end grant-maintained sta- 
tus in schools and create a new 
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"foundation” status offering 
similar freedoms to those en- 
joyed by church schools. 

There are also likely to be 
measures linked to Labour's 
plans to boost lifelong learning 
and training. 

Moves to abolish the nursery 
voucher scheme are already 
underway and do not require 
legislation. 

Meanwhile, cash will be found 
to fill a £69m "black hole” in this 
year's budget for further edu- 
cation. colleges will be told. 

Further education and sixth 
form colleges feared they might 
not receive government funding 
they are owed for extra courses 
provided this term and last 
over and above their agreed 
workload. 

The last government, after say- 
ing earlier this year it would not 
pay for the work, relented under 
pressure but failed to say where 
Lhe money would come from be- 
fore being voted out of office. 

Now colleges, which are al- 
ready under severe financial 
strain and are facing budget 
cuts from September, will have 
their £69m bill met using con- 
tingency cash from the Depart- 
ment for Education and 
Employment budget for 1997-S. 

Department sources said the 
money had already’ been passed 
to the colleges quango, the 
Further Education Funding 
Council, ready for payment. 
The FEFC will contribute the 
remaining £15m of £85m 
earned by colleges since new 
year for unexpected expansion. 

The decision provides no 
long-term comfort for a sector 
facing a £ 113m cut in its funding 
in the next academic year. 



Street talk: John Prescott, the Deputy Prime Minister, addressing journalists in Downing Street after the new government's first Cabinet meeting Photograph: David Rose 


Minimum wage promise to be fulfilled 


Barrie Ctement 

Labour Editor 


One of the key policies which 
will set apart the new govern- 
ment from the previous ad- 
ministration will be the 
establishment of a statutoiy 
minimum wage. 

The Queea’s Speech next 
Wednesday will set out plans for 
the creation of a Low Pay Com- 


mission. under the chairman- 
ship of an independent labour 
market expert. 

Among the 15 commission- 
ers will be representatives of 
both employers’ and employees 
organisations, especially those 
representing sectors where pay 
is comparatively low. 

The Commission wifi be ex- 
pected to take into account 
economic circumstances and 


the need for the eradication of 
“poverty pay” in arriving at a fig- 
ure. The establishment of a 
statutory minimum wifi be de- 
nounced as inflationary and 
likely to cause job losses by the 
Tory opposition. 

It is hoped a recommenda- 
tion on the rate will be made be- 
fore the end of the year and that 
the new statutory minimum 
will come into operation in 
1998. 

The Speech will make dear 
that the wage will apply to all 


employees, whether full or part- 
time, temporary or casual and 
whether they work from home. 
There wifi be no regional or 
sectoral rates. 

Ian McCartney, Trade and In- 
dustry Minister, is also known 
to be keen that the rate should 
also apply to the long-term un- 
employed who take advantage 
of a new community work 
programme. 

It is expected that the mini- 
mum - backed by a range of fi- 
nancial sanctions against 


employers who pay workers 
below the statutory level - will 
be struck between £3 and £3.50 
an hour. 

The Labour Party calculates 
that £3bn of taxpayers' money 
is used to subsidise low wages 
through the payment of 
“in-work” benefits. 

While the biggest unions are 
calling for a minimum set at half 
male median earnings - calcu- 
lated at £4J6 an hour - the 
TUC has set its sights lower at 
around £4. 


Ken Jackson, general secre- 
tary of the Amalgamated En- 
gineering and Electrical Union, 
warned this week at his union's 
annual conference in Jersey 
that the rale should not be too 


high for fear of sending a 
“shockwave” through the 
economy. 

Mr Jackson stressed that his 
members - mostly skilled work- 
ers on relatively high wages - 
would seek to maintain their pay 
differentials over lower-paid 
colleagues. 


Call Ireland 


Super-ministry takes shape 


Christian Wofanar 

Westminster Correspondent 


for less at 


odd hours? 


Or call Ireland 


Confusion about the structure 
of the combined Departments 
of Environment, Transport and 
the Regions remained high as 
ministers were allocated their 
responsibilies yesterday. 

Lo particular, pressure groups 
and others affected by the work 
of the departments are unclear 
about which department will 
gain precedence over the oth- 
er and whether a full merger is 
eventually envisaged. 

Yesterday, John Prescott, in 
charge of the new combined 
ministry, told the BBC Radio 4 
Today programme that as yet 
there were no immediate plans 
to merge the two, which were 


united as one department 
throughout the 1970s. having 
been brought together by Ted 
Heath's government and sepa- 
rated by Margaret Thatcher's. 

However, he left the door 
open to the possibility saying: “I 
have inherited two departments 
that have been operating sep- 
arately and in some cases not 
even talking to each other, for 
a long time. Integrating the 
thinking, bringing them to- 
gether, getting a structure of po- 
litical dectfioo-making is my first 
priority.” 

However, Mr Prescott de- 
clined to commit himself on in- 
tegration, asking to be given “at 
least up to the summer to be- 
gin to make sure that we have 
got the right derisions.” 


He faces some tough ones as 
the transport crisis is likely to 
become exacerbated as a result 
of cuts in the road programme 
and a hiatus in rail investment. 

There are inherent conflicts 
between the two departments. 
Under the previous system, the 
Department of the Environ- 
ment used to have a team mon- 
itoring the work of the 
Department of Transport and 
insiders say that this type of du- 
plication will no longer be nec- 
essary if the two departments 
are working together. 

Transport groups are reas- 
sured by the fact that the De- 
partment of Transport has a 
minister, Gavin Strang, in addi- 
tion to Mr Prescott in the Cab- 
inet, while Michael Meacher, Mr 


Prescott's number two in Envi- 
ronment. is not However. Trans- 
port has only been given one 
junior ministers in the Commons 
- Glenda Jackson, who conse- 
quently has a fearsome workload 
which includes. London and in- 
tegrated transport policy. 

By contrast. Environment 
has four Commons ministers - 
Nick Raynsford, Angela Eagle. 
Richard Cabom and Hilary 
Armstrong - in addition to 
Messrs Prescott and Meacher. 

However, environmental 
groups are keen to see inte- 
gration. Lynn Sloman, deputy 
director of Transport 2000 said: 
“It's not a matter of the two de- 
partments just being brought to- 
gether. You have to integrate 
their policies.” 
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queen’s speech proposals 



Labour’s ambitious new programme 


«£?!?* much attention will he paid at 
beSTSIilV* to Ulc ,e S«laiion ihai had 

which^ expected - or i railed - hul that a ban on tobacco advertising would 
Pr? m - in S damped down by the fall into the same category as freedom of 
A _ e ^V tustcr s Office lust night. information - no action for another 18 

“hout-turn on freedom months. 

wrti.iJH all0 j 11 was “W a reference It was unclear last nighr whether a food 

a dc made to the Nolan Committee agency would be included in the Queen's 


par 

political financing, with no early Bill, and 
ihat 
ccj 

no action 'for another 18 


Speech, although expectations were raised 
when the Prime Minister, Tony Blair, said 
in a statement: "The public has the right 
to expect the very highest standards of 
good safety. 

“Confidence in the safety of the food 
we eat has been severely undermined in 
recent years and I am determined to re- 


build that trust." Mr Blair said that a food- 
standards agency was needed, but no .tar- 
get was set for its creation. 

Instead, the Prime Minster said that 
David Clark, Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster in the Cabinet Office, would 
chair a new ministerial group on food safe- 
ty “to take forward these proposals." 


He added: “In the interim. Dr Jack 
Cunningham, the Minister for Agricul- 
ture, has already acted to ensure greater 
openness in the working practices of the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food and more responsiveness to the 
needs of the public." 

Opening his first Cabinet, Mr Blair 


reminded his colleagues that they had 
been elected on a New Labour ticket, 
and that they should govern as New 
Labour. 

The pledges in the manifesto contract 
bad been at the heart of the election 
campaign, he said, and they would be at 
the heart of government action. 



Food safety brief 
switches to health 


Royal touch: Workmen repairing the Sovereign's Gate In the Houses of Parliament in 
preparation for the Queen's entrance next Wednesday Photograph: John Voos 


political shorts 


London hospital 
closures halted 

No further hospitals will close in London 
until a review of health services in the capital 
has been completed it emerged yesterday. 

The moratorium, which fulfils a Labour 
manifesto pledge and brings a ray of hope far 
threatened hospitals such as St 
Bartholomew’s and Guy’s, was disclosed by 
Frank Dobson, Secretary of State for Health, 
in an interview with his local p aper, 
the Hampstead and Highgate Express, and 
later confirmed by the Department of 

Health. . . ... , 

He said no decisions would be made 
before completion of the review, expected 
by the end of the year. . 

But he appeared lopre-empt the reviews 
findings by adding: “This government will • 
not end up endorsing the previous 
Government’s policy" 

The number of hospital beds has fallen 
fester in London than elsewhere oyer the 
past decade but the number of patients 
treated from outside the capital has 
increased, counter to expectations when the 
NHS internal market was introduced m 
1 992. studies by the King's Fund, the health 
pScy think tank, say. Jeremy Uurance 

Heads sent rallying cry 

Headteachers in every school in England 

are today being urged to lay aside 

scepticism and join the crusade to raise 
rtandards in the classroom. 

David Blunkett, the Secretary of State for 
Education and Employment is sending ou t 
letters to heads and chans of governors 
in both state and independent schools 
hailing a “new beginning for the education 

W Pleddnc to set up “new machinery" for 
consuffion to allow schools to make their 

views heard, he says the Govwnment is . 
interested in “what works rather than 

d °j5bour is promoting the letter as 

evidence of its commitment both to listen to 
the teaching profession and to introduce 
'glasnMt” within government. .Lucy Ward 


Cherie holds court 

After the euphoric post-election 
.celebrations and a snappy house move, it 
was business as usual for Cherie Booth 
yesterday. Ms Booth QC, made the 10- 
minute trip from Downing Street to the 
Royal Courts of Justice in order to make 
her first court appearance since the election. 

In Court 72, the £200, OOO-a-year 
barrister, who specialises in public and 
employment law, greeted the packed press 
bench with good humour. Tm glad you are 
all so keen to learn about employment law," 
she told them. Clare Gamer 

Leading article, page 19 

Backbenchers’ guide 

Hofp^is on hand for the hundreds of new 
MPs currently wandering the corridors of 
. Westminster in a state of bewilderment. Old 
hand Paul Flynn's new book. Commons 
Knowledge - How to be a Backbencher, which 
is published today, is the latest in a line of 
manuals which profit by challenging the 
parliamentary culture of unwritten rules. 

He advises on topics including “How to 
be Virtuoso Bore”, “How to Doughnut" and 
“How to Climb the Greasy Pole". Mr Flynn, 
Backbencher of the Year in 1996, has a- 
-reputation for a no-nonsense approach- His 
chapter “How to convince Voters that the 
MP Never Stops Working", advises simply 
“Never stop working.” Ben Summers 
□ Commons Knowledge, ISBN 1-8541 1-206- 
6, is published by Seren Books; £6.95. 

Sir Ted leads the way 

Sir Edward Heath, the former prime 
minister and the longest-serving MP, took 
the oath of the Commons for the fourteenth 
time yesterday. The process continues over ■ 
the next few days for newer members, all of 
whom must swear or affirm allegiance to the 
Queen before they can sit in die House. 

The right of the powers involved was 
once taken for granted, but neither God nor 
the Queen command the universal respect 
of the House any longer. Atheist members 
have bad the right to affirm, rather than . 
swear, their allegiance for some years. Many 
Labour members, and at least one Tory MP, 
took advantage of this yesterday. 


Glenda Cooper 

Consumer Affairs Correspondent 

Responsibility for food safety 
should be taken away from the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
given to health ministers to 
prioritise consumer interests, 
according to a blueprint for a 
food safety agency. 

The report, laid before the 
Prime Minister yesterday, calls 
for a strong and independent 
Fond and Health Commission 
which would have wide-ranging 
powers to combat food scares. 

Tony Blair promised that the 
new agency would be “open, 
transparent and act in the in- 
terest of consumers" and said 
that he would be setting up a 
ministerial group ou food safe- 
ty to consider the proposals 
drawn up at his request by Pro- 
fessor Philip James, director of 
the Rowett Research Institute 
in Aberdeen. Legislation is ex- 
pected to be included in next 
week's Queen's Speech. 

Professor James said it was 
a matter of urgency to re- 
store confidence in the way 


food problems were handled. 

He said a target of three years 
should be set and that the new 
agency - which would have 
powers to act in all the recent 
food scares such as salmonella, 
E. coli and BSE as well as 
matters such as genetically 
modified food and pesticides - 
should report to Parliament 
through health rather than agri- 
culture ministers. This would 
emphasise that its priority was 
the interests of consumers. 

But he also recommended 
that other ministers, including 
the Minister of Agriculture, 
should be involved, in what he 
said was a new “axis" between 
Parliament and a public body. 

It was essential that the 
agenqr had teeth if it was to be 
on effective watchdog and that 
would mean having regulatory 
powers, the professor added. 
“It’s clear from consultation we 
must have regulation. If you 
simply have an advisory group, 
given the concerns at the mo- 
ment no one’s going to ihink It's 
credible. You've got to be able 
to act," he said. 


re- 
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A period of about six weeks 
consultation is expected before 
plans arc finalised. The struc- 
ture of the agency would be a 
central commission of 10 food 
experts appointed by the Prime 
Minister or ministerial council. 
It would also include repr 
sentativesfrom Scotland, ml 
and Northern Ireland. 

“We've set this up as a very 
powerful commission. Very 
high-powered scientists would 
be needed." said Professor 
James. “We're saying this is a 
commission winch has to act on 
behalf of the public. This is not 
an anti-business commission. It 
must he dear and transparent." 

Consumer groups welcomed 
the proposals. Ruth Evans, di- 
rector of the National Con- 
sumer Council called it “a 
breath of fresh air after the se- 
crecy within MAJFF". And Tim 
Lang, professor of food policy 
at Thames Valley University, 
called the report a “milestone”. 

He said: “Consumers have 
been campaigning for a long 
time to have food regulation 
and promotion separated.” 


Private-finance 
hospitals head 
NHS priorities 


Jeremy Laurance 

Health Editor 
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NHS Kkefy to be included in the 
Queen's Speech, legislation to 
free the logjam of privaieiy fi- 
nanced hospital projects tops 
the list. 

Investors in projects such as 
the £1 73m Norfolk and Norwich 
hospital are holding hack from 
giving the final go-ahead be- 
cause of fears that NHS trusts 
may lack the legal power to en- 
ter (he deals. 

However, there are more 
fundamental worries about the 
viability of PFI deals in the NHS 
which have proved too expen- 
sive for some hospitals such as 
Guy’s and St Thomas's where 
long-term commercial risks of 
redevelopment are high. 

Labour ministers have ex- 
amined the possibility of es- 
tablishing a “health bank" - a 
non-government provident or- 
ganisation which would raise 
funds lo invest in hospitals. 


The non-profit organisation 
could offer bonds, underwritten 
by government, to commercial 
investors or to local people 
wishing to invest in their local 
hospital on which they would 
earn a return. By attracting a 
wide range of investors the 
"bank" would spread the risk 
but the NHS would retain 
greater control over how the in- 
vestment was used. 

Legislation would also be re- 
quired to realise Labour's 
pledge to end the NHS internal 
market and the two-tier system 
by altering contracting arrange- 
ments between Gft and hospi- 
tals. As part of its objective of 
reducing NHS bureaucracy. 
Labour plans to replace indi- 
vidual GP fundholders negoti- 
ating their own contracts with 
local commissioning for larger 
groups of GFs. In addition. 
Labour has inherited proposals 
for legislation to improve the 
care of the mentally ill and the 
training of dentists from the pre- 
vious government. 
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Connection Kit, Apple Telecom, Performa ClickArt, At Ease, MacUnk 
Plus, HyperCard Player, Acrobat Reader, Sammy’s Science House, 
Thinkin’ Things, the Ultimate Human Body, the Grolier Multimedia 
Encyclopedia, the Best of European Soccer, Power Pete, Full Throttle, 
Descent and the Apple Magic Collection by Disney Interactive. 
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Always read the small print,before you buy 

Some computer manatee* ofer you "the latest technoW at unbeatable prices, others include "hundreds of [xrunds wordvof 
software” valued at more than the cost of the whole system. UnbdievaMe? tt agree. And if you share our concerns, look no ftrrte than the 

Macintosh Performa range - now starting at just £1,199 (£1,020.43 ex VAT). 

As eritedy illustrated above, the Mactaosh Iterforma 5400 is not only a highly specified system, but rt comes with a ho* of , 0 [Hj*y 
pre-installed software rides too. Once you've paid your money, all you have to do is dike it out of the boa, plug-in and switch^. And because it's as 
easyto-use as any other Macintosh computer, you can be sure that you’ll be able to put it to work quiddy - whether it’s your first business machine or 

a welcome addition to the home. 

And whilst we’re on the subject of deals, make sure you ask your nearest stockist about special offers that are now available whenyou also 

buy an equally honest Colour StyleWriter" printer. 0^00 

For details of a Macintosh Performa stockist near you, call the Apple Information Centre free on: UOUU OUU. 

Apple 
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tory leadership 



Clarke scents victory over divided right 


Jofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Sf" n t e ; h CJbHw Will lea U the field in the tirsi 

, Su "h T ;’°- ^ '‘■^ership. atxtird- 
ing (u his hackers and other senior Fa nv 

Wh ° he benefit froroa 

c «nvit>aihe right wing. 

wiihiLr ? l ?iP ue rL ‘ mii,ns l he from runner 
wth Mrchael Howard. the funner Home Sec- 

151 fi 4, f ,ur * n 8 votes nn the cenlre- 
I5f L Bul a L Y nccrIcd whispering campaign 
in K e , C . Z n °e 1 J Y hn Rctiwi1,ld is being mount- 

wiS» J n ^ W ctim P s for 'htf party lead- 
ersh'p. One ^right-wing supporter of Peter 
Ullej said: "Redwood would be a disaster and 
spin tne party.*’ 

The hiiturness against Mr Redwood, who 
made himself a Cabinet outcast when he re- 
John Major in Iw95. will make 
it difficult for a new leader to bring the Wok- 
ingham MP into the shadow- Cabinet. 

Mr Clarke’s campaign will have to over- 
came a chaotic start, when his advisers were 
denied access to the Commons because their 
Treasury passes had been withdrawn. His cam- 
paign learn had m move into temporary 
accommodation at the offices ol the Tory Re- 
form Group. The former Chancellor’s team 
are counting on Mr Clarke sweepine more 
than ?tj votes in the first round while the right- 
wing vote splits four wavv. between Mr Red- 
wood. Mr Howard. Mr Hague and Mr Lillev. 

Mr Clarke s expected lead will put pressure 
on Stephen Dorrell. the other candidate on 
the left, to throw his support behind Mr 
Clarke. 'Don-ell has about IU voles and we 
can only identify- about eight ol them.** a 
Clarke supporter said. 

The Clarke camp are expecting to gain 
momentum from the backing of” Michael 
HeseUinc in a fortnight, when he is fit again 
after the heart scare which ruled him out for 
the leadership. Although he is the one who 
is most feared by Labour, Mr Clarke still may 
not gain enough centre-righl votes to win. 

Mr Dorrell lost ground on the left by ap- 
pearing to tilt to the Euro-sceptic right. 
Yesterday he moved again to keep openThe 
option of joining a single currency in the long 
term. He said Tories should oppose joining 
the single currency, "unless long-term con- 
vergence is a proven and established fact." As 
that was unlikely, “we should simply make it 
clear that we are opposed to further consid- 
eration of the proposal". 

Mr Dorrell also staked his campaign on the 
revival of Tory support in Scotland and 
Wales with a visit to Scottish Conservatives. 
He said in a speech to foreign journalists in 
London: “We have to show how our values 
and objectives are relevant to individual 
voters. We have to convince them the Con- 
servative Party has listened to what it was told 
on the doorstep." 

The LWey camp began their campaign pri- 
vately expecting not to win. But the backing 
of Gillian Shephard as a running mate and 
the support by Portillo fans who have been 
deprived of their candidate has given Mr 
Lilley's campaign more momentum. “He may 
not win, but it wall secure his position as Shad- 
ow Chancellor." a supporter said. 


THE MEN WHO 
WOULD BE KING 

MICHAEL HOWARD 

Former Homo Secretary. S5, right-wing loyalist 
under Major ^ 'taut campaigned inside Cabinet to 
rale out a single ctHfencu. -■ , . 

Campaign theme: I eari beat Blair. 

Campaign issues: opposes single currency 
and devolution; need to revive party In Scot- 
land and Wales. . 

Campaign style: shifty - tried to 'stitch up 
Hague. Backers: Sir Michael Spicer (campaign 
manager). Francis Maude, David Maclean. 
Oddsrcoufd pip Hague. . 



WILLIAM HAGUE 

Former Welsh Secretary, 38, a centre- 
nght moderate. 

Campaign theme: A Fresh Start • 
Campaign issues: anfi-smgle curren- 
cy* need to bring more young people 
intotoe.party. ^ 

Style: balding, fresh-faced youth. 
Backers: Man Duncan (his PR man), 
Jonathan Sayeed, James Artxithnol 
(campaign manager), Jufie Khkbride. 
Odds: Could come through the middle 
to win. 

JOHN REDWOOD 

Ex-Welsh Secretary and head of 
Thatcher's policy unity, 45, ultra-brainy 
right-winger with a populist touch who 
challenged Major's leadership to 1995. 
Campaign issues: opponent of single 
currency; seeks to restore Tory appeal 
on "one 03000 " issues. 

Campaign theme: Pm not a Virtcan. 
Campaign style: wants to put "fun" 
back into Conservative politics. 

Odds: may have to sue tor a job with 
the winner. 


Photographs: Nicola Kurtz, Tom Pflstoo, 
John Voos and An drew Buutman - 



STEPHEN 

DORRELL 

Former Health- 
Secretary, 45. 
Campai{pi issues; . 
anti-European - 
currency, the Union. 
Campaign style: cold 
fish, ex- colleagues : - 
say.but warming im. 
Lost support on Left 
for appearing to trinr 
to Euro-sceptics- 
Pnasentatfonal skflts 
-would make him a 
powerful ally for Kan 
Glarke. who wants - 
his votes. 

Backets: David ■- .. 
Faber, ex-PPS, Peter 
■Luff; Simon Bums* 
Graham Mather M£P_ 
and Tim Rycraft (his; • 
PR man). ' 

Odds: best chance, 
to back Ken Clarke. 


PETER LILLET 

The former Soda! Security. 
Secretary, 53, launched 
Campaign with a weekend 
'newspaper article- 
C a mpa ign theme: I'm real- 
Mtchael Portfflo. 

Spitting Image had 
lam In a Hfflerlfouthoutfi, 
but he's nice, really. 
Campaign themesr against 
' stogie currency; cautious - 
reform of toe wetiare state, 
■ Backers: GilDanShephard 
. (rilriritog mafejand David 
Wtfette ex-duamn of 
' Tory research .department; 
Odds: wlti fall to the' 

second round.- '-. . : 
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GREAT DEALS 

ON THIS YEARS 
FARAWAY HOLIDAYS 








WPWB 

jfjfj 


B 



1 

H » (TTl j • . ♦ ' jKVuTjt 


r ■ ill 











v T Ck y. 5 


1 : *77' 72 


Ti iSlnlii 

if 








pg£j§] 


IBB '.^^1 *. y. i 

i;a;a 

hi rro 


jit; 


1 BBBBEByWcWCfBBrflfcji i T r * * 

i lUfjr. -'-i j s ' TTpTT 




BOOK ANY HOLIDAY OR FLIGHT NOW AND 
SAVE £££ J S ON THESE HOLIDAY ESSENTIALS' 


SD5SS 

mPIS 


vW"T°!i 

SUM* 


WiW 

upgrade 


HOLIDAY 

LUGGAGE 

10% OFF 

salisburys 


10% OFF 


TAPES 


T^S- 


10%, ^ 
wrttSinm 


Pick up a great deal on your faraway holiday at 
Thomas Cook and yooH save pounds on your holiday 
essentials. So hurry down to your local Thomas Cook 
shop or book by phone or see SSH333J page 268. 


Thomas 

Cook 


The nice emprise is the prices 
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^MERCURY 


IMUNICATIOtf I 


K CABLE & WIRELESS 



O Q O O QS-J^ 


NOW YOU CAN CALL AMERICA 
FOR JU5T10P PER MINUTE ON 5UNDAY5. 


YEE-HARR. 


.SUNV 


For three selected Sundays this 


With Mercury SmartCaU you can enjoy saving? of at 
least 20% on all international calls every day of the yean 
So if you don’t want to be saddled with a big bill, 
call Mercury now. 

Mercury SmartCaU 

FreeCall 0500 500 366 

quote ref RSINDSK 

Prices and savings correct as at 1 May 1997, compared against BTs iun'r rate far international calk of 5 minutes i>r marc, 6pm w 8 am weekdays and any 
time at weekends. SmartCaU is availaUefyr a quarterly fee of £5.75. All caUs subject to a 3.5p connection thaifc. AU prices inc. I AT. 


3 5 summer, you can call the States 

for the ridiculously low price of 
just lOp per minute when you talk for five minutes 
or more. The 1st June, the 6th July and the 24th 
August arc the dates to remember. But of course, it's 
not only on selected days that you make great savings. 
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news 


Britain’s 

Cannes 


virgins bluff 
their way 
into the 


big time 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


“It's the five o’clock scram- 
ble," explained Harriet Bass, 
chief executive of the New Pro- 
ducers’ Alliance, which has 300 
members in Cannes, many of 
them film makers selling their 
movies there for the first time. 

Ms Bass and her staff are 
briefing the Brits on how to 
beat the system at the festival, 
and get themselves and their 
product noticed. First though 
they have to get fed and wa- 
tered, hence the five o’clock 
scramble. 

“Fm advising the Brits out 
here how to blag their way into 
the nightly parties," said Ms 
Bass. “Ir's die only way for 
many of them to eat and drink, 
when you remember a gin and 
tonic here can cost £S. 

“They have to gel those 
precious party tickets. The 
nightly screenings are always fol- 
lowed by a party, and it means 
running up and down the 
Croisette at 5pm and badgering 
the PR offices for tickets. 

'And if you can't get tickets 
you have to blag your way in. It’s 
easy if you're a girl because you 


flirt with the doorman. If you 
can't do that then always have 
the name of someone high up 
on a particular film and say you 
are related to them. But make 
sure that their spouse or part- 
ner is not standing directly 
behind you.” 

More than 100 Cannes virgins 
went to a private Cannes Sur- 
vival teach-in in London for a 
guide to serious networking 
“take an index box as well as 
normal business cards". They 
were particularly instructed to 
rehearse their pitch nightly in 
their hotel rooms “over and 
over again", and (in a style rem- 
iniscent of the Hollywood satir- 
ical film 77n’ Player) to be able 
to deliver it in three sentences. 

“The whole of the world’s 
film industry is squeezed into 
one street for 10 days," Harri- 
et Bass told the nervous Cannes 
virgins. “You will be subjected 
to glamour and see din ess." 

The seediness, she said in 
Cannes yesterday, was the huge 
number of liggers and “triers 
on" desperate to be noticed. 
You see people come down 
full of hope and optimism and 
end up drunk in back street 
bars, after finding that no one 



Players: Harriet Bass, left, and Victoria Larkin, who are helping British film-makers work the Cannes publicity machine 


wanted to buy or see their 
movies." 

Enjoying much greater suc- 
cess but rapidly running short 
of money is Tom Whiter, 22, one 
of the youngest film makers in 
Cannes. 

He has produced and di- 
rected Monk Dawson, a film 
about a Catholic priest's affair 
with a parishioner, which stars 


a model-turned-actress, Paula 
Hamilton. 

Yesterday "Waller was on the 
Croisette, the Cannes sea front, 
giving postcards advertising his 
film's screenings to likely buy- 
ers, reviewers, movers and 
shakers. 

He was also juggling his fi- 
nances so that he could escort 
Miss Hamilton in the style to 


which she is accustomed, when 
she arrives for the round of in- 
terviews he has fixed up for her. 

“Fra really here cm a wing and 
a prayer." he said. “But I'm fix- 
ing things up so that when Paula 
does arrive she will at least feel 
like she’s a minor celebrity. 

“The problem is the expense. 
I'm going to have to end up pay- 
ing foj eveiy coffee and every 


drink she wants to buy. And 
buying a drink here is extor- 
tionate. I’m sure they’ve put 
prices up because it’s the 50th 
festival IT be drinking coke and 
I’ve just remembered Paula's off 
spirits, so that will help. But I've 
had to borrow money off my 
room mate, and credit "cards are 
proving vital. 0 

Andrew Curtis, an enter- 


tainment lawyer and a co chair- 
man of the’ New Producers’ 
Alliance, says it is not just film 
makers selling their wares in 
Cannes. 

“Lawyers, particularly from 
the big London firms, go down 
and are veiy aggressive, ap- 
proaching stars and trying to get 
new clients.” 

Cannes is a market where 


Ph&tograph: Brian Harris 


producers, lawyers and corpo- 
rate executives buy, sell, net- 
work and wheeler-deal round 
the clock, with mealtime pro- 
viding no respite. 

Indeed, a few years back, two 
lines scribbled on the back of a 
restaurant napkin between a 
lawyer and his business client 
became the contract for 



Well go 
on listening 
even when 
you can’t go 
on talking. 


Every year ac The Samaritans we 
receive over a million totally silent phone 
calls. For whatever reason, the callers can’t 
begin to tell us what's troubling them. 

Equally, callers who do start may be 
unable co go on - many hang up halfway 
through a conversation, or simply go quiet 
With all of these callers, though, we 
have one golden rule: we never stop 
listening. We won’t be the ones to 
hang up or say goodbye. 

Our number’s in the phone book, or 
you can call our new national number on 
0345 90 90 90. Every call is confidential. 
Even if you can’t talk we’H listen. 


The Samaritans. We' 


go inrougl 


i you, 


A Registered Charity funded by votumary donations. 


httf>JI*rww.campu\ink.co.ukI~carewarefsamariQt\&J 



School reviews security 
after gang rape claims 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

rity review I 
up at a primary school where a 
nine-year-old girl was alleged- 
ly gang raped ty five boys aged 
nine and 10. 

The attack is. believed to 
have taken place in toilets at the 
school in Shepherd’s Bush, west 
London, on Tuesday afternoon. 

Four 10-year-old boys and 
one aged nine were arrested and 
questioned about what bap- 
pened, and were released on 
bail to return next month while 
detectives make more inquiries. 

The girl is being given coun- 
selling while the other 176 
pupils at the school are also be- 
ing offered help. 


The five boys, all pupils at the 
school where the alleged attack 
took place, have been sus- 
pended. Social services are also 
providing counselling for the 
boys and their parents. 

A spokeswoman for the local 
education authority, Hammer- 
smith & Fulham, said security 
at the building was being re- 
viewed. She added: “It is per- 
haps more an issue of 
supervision as the alleged inci- 
dent involved pupils from die 
school rather than outsiders." 

The law has recently been 
changed to allow’ 10-year-olds 
to face charges of rape. Nine- 
year-olds and younger cannot be 
held criminally responsible. 

The allegation follows a se- 
ries of violent incidents at 


schools - most notably at Dun- 
blane - which have prompted 
new measures to make play- 
grounds safer. However most etf 
the changes have been to pre- 
vent intruders entering schools. 

The current debate about 
school violence was sparked 
by the murder of the headmas- 
ter Philip Lawrence, outside his 
school in Maida Vale; north- 
west London, in 1995. 

However it was not until 
Thomas Hamilton's massacre of 
36 children and a teacher at 
Dunblane last March that the 
Cullen inquiry was convened It 
recommended that every school 
should have CCTV, panic but- 
tons and personal alarms for 
teachers, but warned about 
turning schools into fortresses. 
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ON SUNDAY 


Try the bigger, better, brighter 
Independent on Sunday 

and now for only 50 p 

To get your Independent on Sunday for 50p, 
collect the voucher in this Saturday’s Independent 

This week 
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n Sweet everything 

Our exclusive serialisation of the 

RIVER CAFE COOK BOOK TWO 

ts this week packed with great 

reetpes for ice-creams, gramtas. chocolate ^ ^ 
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The rail company Souih West 
Trams has avoided a £lm fine 
a tier improving services Iasi 
month, it was announced yes- 
terday. ■ 

Run by the bus company 
Stagecoach, SWT attracted ait- 
icism for cancelling up to 39 trains 
a day m Febiuaiy and March af- 
ler making 70 drivers redundant. 
t v franchising director 
John o Bnen said yesterday he 
would not be fining the com- 
pany but warned SWT that it 
faced “financial penalties and 
further serious sanctions" if 
cancellations increased again. 

SWT runs services out of 
London's Waterloo station to 
suburbs and as far south-west as 
Weymouth and Exeter. 

The company agreed a re- 
dundancy package with drivers 
at the beginning of the year, but 
then ran into difficulties when 
other drivers needed to go on 
route-familiarisation courses. 

“Passengers on SWT suf- 
fered an unacceptable level of 
cancellations in- February and 
March and my priority was to 
see services restored to normal*’ 
said Mr O'Brien. 

He said he would have im- 
posed the special £lm fine if 
SWT had run less than 9SL5 per 
cent of its services in April. But 
the company had run 99.6 per 


cent of trains - which Mr 
0*Brieii described as a “signif- 
icant improvement.” Bm. he 
warned that if cancellations 
rose again above 1.5 per cent he 
would threaten penalties. 

The £lm fine with which 
SWT was threatened was above 
the normal penalties which rail 
firms face for failing to meet 
monthly performance targets. 

It had already been fined 
about £lm for its poor record 
in February and March. 

The Transport Minister, 
Gavin Strang, said yesterday, 
that he had asked for a report 
on “the shortcoming! of the 
sanctions currently available to 
the regulators, to assist in our 
review of the railway”. 

He added: “The SWT 
episode supports our belief that 
the weapons available to the 
regulators arc inadequate. 

“Train operators across the 
country are on warning: this 
government will not tolerate in- 
adequate performance.” 

The Save Our Railways 
group said it was disappointed 
at Mr O'Brien's decision. Its co- 
ordinator. Jonathon Bray, said: 
“The £1 m fine always was a ghn- 
mick. For a while the franchise 
director posed as a tough reg- 
ulator - now he's reverted back 
to being weak and ineffectual." 


Sculpted 
seagulls 
sent back 


’ 






Given the bird: Peter Nicholas holds one of the aluminium gulls that was junked yfthout his knowing at Cardiff airport Photograph: Rob Stratton 


The seagulls in Peter Nicholas's 
sculpture wound up where they 
started: m a skip. 

The famous sculpture of 42 
seagulls, which has hung in the 
entrance to Cardiff Airport 
since 1970, began life as a 
sketch of seagulls circling a 
rubbish heap. 

But a recent refurbishment of 
the airport resulted in the 
aluminium birds being thrown 
into a rubbish skip. 

Mr Nicholas, 62, is asking 
anyone who laid their hands on 
abird to bring it tack to him so 
he can reassemble his sculpture. 

The £4.000 commission for 
the sculpture in 1970 was the 
turning point in Mr Nicholas's 
career. *An international airport 
was a prize reference in acvthat 
was growing. 1 can do longer 
refer to it on my cv, except m a 
negative way,” he said. 

Mr Nicholas, a fellow of the 
Royal Society of British Sculp- 
tors, is pressing for a charter of 
artists' rights: “It shouldn’t hap- 
pen to anyone else." He is also 
demanding a full explanation 
from the airport authorities. 




DAILY POEM 

Calais 

By Giyn Maxwell 

They tin-opened his head. 

Apparently it said 
CALAIS across his brain 
in red. Which should explain 
the puzzlement and pain 
and focus that he feu, 
that afternoon he smelt 
its Juel-and-fishy ak 
then mulled it over in a square 

like one who little girls 
untasseUing their hair 
in French and combing it to curls 
adore when he’s thirteen. 

who wonders what on earth they mean 
and guesses and is wrong, 
goes pink and carries on. 
finds the ferry gone. 

On Monday, the Concordia ensemble will premiere Cry, which 
combines a specially commissioned sequence of poems by Glyn 
Maxwell with Elizabethan and Jacobean idol musk. Cry will 
be performed at the Purcell Room, South Bank, London SE1 
on 12 May at 730 pm, then at the Hay-on-Wye and Darting- 
ton literary festivals, on 26 May and 19 July respectively. It 
will also be avaQabe as a CD (Metronome Met CD 1020). 


William the 
Conqueror? 

WWE NEED A 
NEW BRAND OF 
LEADERSHIP TO 
TRAN S F 0RM A 
DEFEATED, "“-t 
DIVIDED- . 
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ALL 

ONE PRICE. 
C H O O S E 
THE ONE 
F O R YO U. 


By offering you the choice o' the Escort 
4 door saloon, 5 door hatchback, or the estate 
with a I ,oi or I .Si engine, all for enc price 1 , 
we've made sure you can got the car that ideally 
suits your needs at a price you can a.-erd. 

In addition we offer you the- choice of the 
luxury Escort LX or the sporty Si now nvjihb.'e 
at the same price. 

Simple. Choice at one price. Escort the car 
co suit your needs and your pocket. 

Visit your local Ford dealer now or call 

0345 311 113 

;c r rn o r c- i n fo r m a c i c n . 


£ C/nr< " 7 *" 

ESCORT. 

WHAT DO YOU DO IN 1 YOURS' 


the JMes wonnds and 


P ^ PT Y restore tkenrto power. 

And why he’s the best man 
INTO A ifbrtitj&Ortfia The 


VICTORIOUS; ^ 

CONSERVATIVE 

government.^ 1 


THE 



A useful yair of sumdasses for those 
Ar zledbvihe glare of a new politkal dawn. 





Lit-.'- 


'Price refers m reoanuntuded raaH price. VaM for models shown: 9TA model year onfy. Excludes Ford Privilege. Hetalfle piinc - exn cost opdoo. 
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Pasqua’s eloquent gestures 
say it all for Balladur 

. nrr «he wrong t 


Charles Pasqua. the 70-year-old 
bull elephant of the Gaullist 
RPR, is answering a mischie- 
vous question pitched to him by 
a German journalist The an- 
swer lasts a minute or so: it does 
not contain a single word. In- 
stead, Mr Pasqua's famously 
crumpled face goes through a 
gymnastic display of expres- 
sions - astonishment, puzzle- 
ment, uncertainty, anger, 
amusement - of which Marcel 
Marccau would have been 
proud. Mr Pasqua is one of the 
toughest politicians in France: 
and also one of the funniest 
“My mime is nay answer," he 
savs at last. 

The question was this: would 
the vicious family quarrel with- 
in the Gaullist party be healed, 
as rumoured, by the startling 
come-back of Edouard 'Bal- 
ladur as prime minister after the 
French parliamentary election? 
If I interpreted Mr Pasqua’s fa- 
cial grammar correctly, it would 
be unwise to bet loo many eu- 
ros on this prospect 

And yet Mr Balladur, a con- 
vinced pro-European, and Mr 
Pasqua, a leading “Euro-scep- 
liquc”. have both made re- 
markable recoveries since the 
French election was called two 
weeks ago. 

In 1995. Mr Balladur ran 
against his party boss, Jacques 
Chirac, in the presidential elec- 
tion. He lost. Mr Pasqua, a long- 
term confidant and supporter of 
Chirac, chose to support Mr 
Balladur when he was riding 


John Lichfield in Paris on the rehabilrtation^of top 
Gaullists called in to rescue the electio P 


high in the polls. Afterwards, 
both were cast into outer 
political darkness by President 
Chirac. 

And yet both are now much 
in demand to defend the gov- 
ernment from winch they were 
excluded. In Mr Pasqua’s case, 
he is being besieged by re- 
quests from RPR candidates to 
come and waken up a campaign 
which is in danger of dozing off. 

Is this not odd? Mr Pasqua 
is a cuttingly effective politician- 
But be is often most effective 
when criticising the policies 
and record of President Chirac 
and his Prime Minister, Alain 
Juppe. 

On this occasion, he was 
talking over breakfast to a small 
group of foreign journalists. 
Despite a narrowing of the 
polls, and signs of alarm in the 
government camp, he said the 
centre-right parties would be 
safely returned to power in the 
two-round election on 25 May 
and 1 June. “The Socialists are 


not credible. They say they can. 
all at the same time, cut work- 
ing hours, increase the standard 
of living, and reduce unem- 
ployment. When the French 
hear that, they burst out laugh- 
ing. They are not stupid/' 

“On the stump, Mr Pasqtw 
lashes the Socialists in precise- 
ly this way. Push him even a lit- 
tle, however, and he gives his 
own colourful analysis of the 
condition of France, anu the 
mood of the French. It amounts 
to a demolition of the record, 
and the programme, of the gov- 
ernment he nominally supports. 

On the European single cur- 
rency. Mr Pasqua is by tar the 
most eloquent Euro-sceptic of 
the French centre-right (he tsfar 
more right than centre). "The 
treaty of Maastricht was an his- 
toric error." he says. "Any attempt 
to accelerate towards [Euro- 
pean] federalism is condemned 
to defeat ... the single currency- 
was not economically motivated, 
but politically motivated ... It of- 


SS 

ssssssas— 

males*, even dangerous. 

"But aren't his arguments 
much closer to those otto- So- 
cialists (newly-convened Emu 

sceptics) than to Mr Chirac 
and Mr Juppe, who hav e gam- 
bled everything on the coming 

° f -M doK gh' e a sniff what the 
Socialists think. I never tfamklhe 
same as them. Maybe.someimes. 
thev think the same as me. 

Asked to summarise the prob- 
lems facing France. Mr Pasqua 
^-Fr^isacapita^ooun- 
UV. without capitalists. B> thi& 
he savs he means Lhat there are 
too few people willing to take 
risks in France. The gP'-ero- 
meni system- and the banking 
svsteim are stacked against en- 
terprise and risk-taking. 

Mr Pasqua argues that tn«- 
Juppe government's state- 
shrinking reforms have got oft 


on the wrong track, largety be- 
cause of the demands of 
■_u, ir was quite right to 
reduce the government defiat 

anddebt-Butoveralorwerpe- 

riod. The priority should have 

been to reduce taxes, and es- 
S the crippling social 
charges on industry. 
obsession with the Maa^n^t 

deficit-cutting timetable led tfi® 
Juppe government to increase 
social charges on business. - 
So this was a histone and stu- 
pid mistake, which helped W 
keep unemployment high- Mr 
pasqua goes into his Marcel 
Marceau routine again. 

Mr Juppe remains one of the 
most detested prime ministers 
in the history of French opt- 
ion polling. He is running a sin- 

eularlv limp campaign. Might 
Mr Chirac be tempted to dump 
him if the polls turn w orse . Mr 
Chirac and Mr Balladur had 
breakfast together on the day we 
had breakfast with Mr Pasqu^- 
The polls say the French peo- 
ple would like to see the return 

of Mr Balladur. 

But we know - or we think 
we know - Mr Pasqua’s answer 
to that question. 
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TELEPHONES 

from UNDER £10 


Binatone 

SPEAKERPHONE 

• Hands free 

speakerphone - allows 

you 10 talk Without 
lifting the receiver 

• 13 memories 
■ Secrecy button 

• On-hook dialling 
^ . _ |_«* number redial 

f • CaU indicator 

atfS-.T; Model SPEAKERPHONE 5 
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BINATONE 2-PIECE TELEPHONE 
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Secrecy button 
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The One 2 One All-In-One pack 
makes buying a mobile phone 
easy. Everything you need is 
already included in the price: 

12 months line rental normally 
£210 (on Bronze service), 
connection charge normally 
£35. and of course the handset. 
So, once you've bought it, all 
you have to pay for are the 
calls you make. What could be 
easier than that? 

^ MOTOROLA 

GRAPHITE digital 
MOBILE PHONE 

• Up :c 13C n.r otss 
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ANSWERING 

MACHINES 

FROM UNDER £20 


@ Southwestern Bed 

ANSWERING MACHINE 
. • Cad screening . . 

• Micro cassette 
technology 

• Remote access 

• CaU indicator 
Model RA1100 
t was £39.99 





SOUTHWESTERN BELL 

mEPHONE WITH BUILT-IN ANSWERING 
MACHINE. Call screen! ng /M*cre cassette 
technology 
Last number redial 
Model FA3000 
was C39.99 


CORDLESS 
TELEPHONES 

2 FREE CINEMA TICKETS^ 
ON SELECTED BT TELEPHONES 



BT? 


./ 


w; 


-i, 

L<«S 'S.-Jt ' 



CORDLESS 

TELEPHONE WITH 
DIGITAL ANSWERING 
MACHINE 

'Features meer the needs 
of the home or office' 
WHAT CELLPHONE AND 
PERSONAL OFFICE 
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

• Intercom lacitrty 

• 8 channel automatic 
selection 

Date and lime stamp 
Can counter 
10 memories 
/Model FREESTYLE 1100 
was £129.99 
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Call 


0800 77 99 55 


now, 


or fill in the coupon for a no-obligation quote. 


Title 
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Surname 


Address 


PostsedD 
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Please post to (bo stamp required) Prime Health Limited, FREEPOST, (61 2192) 
Guildford GUI 488. Mtp^/www^l*MbealttuaJrii 

MOS00SNG 


Unlike some other health plans, 
with Primecare you pay the same 
premium however many children 
you have. 

In addition Primecare gives you 
and your family comprehensive 
cover, with no financial limits on 
surgeons’ and anaesthetists 1 fees. 
Which could be very important to 
you one day. And to your children. 

Prime Health 
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Paging fadllty/4 cha nnel automatic selection 
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FAX MACHINES 

' FROM UNDER £180 


SANYO 

FAX WITH DIGITAL 
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-it’s, compact and 

STCBiPHONEAlIlD 

personal omcE • 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

• Automatic document 
Gutter • 28 memories 

• 10 sheet document 
leader • On-hook 
diaJSng • Copy taewty 

Model SFX21CJT 
was C299.99 1 
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ONE 2 ONE NOW COVERS 80% OF 6B POPULATION 


Now covering 80% of the GB population and expected to 
rise to 95% by the end of the year, One 2 One is the fastest 
growing digital network. For more details on coverage in your 
area please call this One 2 One coverage line - 0956 956956. 
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Labour ally: The Dutch PM, WIm Kok, is Blair’s friend, but he will stUKry to exact concessions from Britain to ensure the summit r 


is a success 


Photograph: Katz 


Kok serves Blair his hot potatoes 


When Wim Kok greets Torn- Blair in 
London today, the Dutchman's dceplv 
chiselled features are sure to hrouk into 
the broadest of beguiling smiles. 

The Prime Minister of the Nether- 
lands. which holds the European 
Union presidency, probably knows 
Mr Blair better than any other Euro- 
pean leader, and has waited anxious- 
ly, but patiently, for the Labour leader 
to rise to power. As recently as Feb- 
ruary the two men met to discuss Eu- 
rope. talking alone and drinking tea for 
two hours in a small room at the back 
of the Beurs, the old Amsterdam 
stock exchange. 

Mr Blair is said to have developed 
respect and affection for Mr Kok, an- 
other Labour man, an enlightened in- 
tegrationist and a prime architect of 
the Netherlands* “tiger economy." 

Now, with just ewer five weeks to go 
before the Amsterdam summit, the 
bond between the two men will be put 
to a serious lest. Mr Blair needs Mr 
Kok to rntde him through the grind- 
ing detail of the European Union re- 
form negotiations and to stop other 
member stales taking advantage of his 
inexperience by running rings around 
him when the carve-up starts. 

Mr Kok needs Mr Blair to make 


With Amsterdam only weeks away, it is time for the two Labour 
PMs to harmonise strategy, writes Sarah Helm in The Hague 


some key concessions so that the 
.Amsterdam summit can go down os a 
European, and a Dutch, success. If any- 
one can hammer out a blueprint for a 
compromise it is probably Wim Kok, 
a former trade unionist and a master 
of the art of consensus-building. 

Mr Kok epitomises everybody’s 
idea of a sober, sensible Dutchman. 
“He is someone you would buy a sec- 
ond-hand car from. Not only that, he 
is someone who you know would re- 
pair the second-hand car before he sold 
it to you." says Elske Ter Veld, a for- 
mer Dutch state secretary. 

Mr Kok looks trustworthy. Tall and 
imposing, he give the impression that 
he is never in a hurry, someone who 
would know, instinctively, when to 
serve the “hoi potatoes", as he teas- 
inglv calls the pore explosive propos- 
als in his briefcase. 

Mr Kok, 58, is the son of a carpen- 
ter, who grow up in Bergambacht, a 
village near Rotterdam, where he 
learned the Calvinist virtues of sobri- 
ety aod careful book-keeping. 


On leaving school, he won a schol- 
arship to the elite Nijcnrodc business 
school, where he was marked out as a 
leader, going on lo work in the trade 
union movement, where he shone as 
a negotiator. 

As a small country which must 
make the best of limited resources, the . 
Netherlands long ago learned that sur- 
vival meant making the best of a sit- 
uation by striking deals with 
neighbours. Trade unions and em- 
ployers sec themselves as “social part- 
ners" and governments arc always 
constructed out of coalitions. Mr Kok 
holds together a “purple" coalition of 
left, right and centre parties. 

Like Mr Blair. Mr Kok knows how 
lo challenge consensus. He was large- 
ly responsible for breathing life into a 
stultified Dutch economy in the 1980s. 
He challenged Dutch social welfare tra- 
ditions and reformed the trade unions. 

Agreements brokered by Mr Kok on 
wage moderation and welfare reform 
allowed a radical restructuring of the 
Dutch economy, which today marks up 


an unemployment figure of only fi.fi per 
cent, and produces more new jobs than 
any other European country except Ire- 
land, while maintaining adherence to 
the European Social Chapter and sol- 
id minimum standards for all social 
welfare. 

The Dutch Prime Minister, a deeply 
committed European, is in many ways 
a man of the old integrationist school, 
and he has no doubt thai the future 
lies In deeper union. Among the “hot 
potatoes" he will produce today will 
no doubt be draft texts on greater qual- 
ified majority voting and power shar- 
ing in such areas as defence and 
justice, which Mr Blair may find hard 
to accept. 

Mr Kok is also determined to see 
the single currency launched on time 
in January 1999 and will no doubt take 
the chance to urge Mr Blair to consider 
joining at the start. The Dutch Prime 
Minister's faith in the project sterns 
primarily from a practical belief in the 
absolute need for Europe to become 
competitive in order to produce more 


jobs. People may have qualms about 
whether economic power should be 
Europe's prime ideal, he says. But, he 
adds swiftly: “There is nobody who 
would be against being able to earn a 
living a few decades from now." 

Handling the British problem is only 
one of Mr Kok’s concerns as he dri- 
ves the EU presidency towards Ams- 
terdam. He must also keep an eye on 
the Franco-German engine and ensure 
that the rights of smaller member states 
are not trampled on. 

He knows European leaders must 
win back the trust of ordinary people 
who feci increasingly alienated by the 
type of back-room corporaiist decision- 
making which constitutes European 
government. 

The Amsterdam Treaty, orches- 
trated by our “man of the people", mil 
contain little to ease these fears. 

“There is more concern about 
where we are going now than there was 
there was six years ago. There is more 
friction between the process of Euro- 
pean integration and the need to pre- 
serve national identity,'’ Mr Kok says. 

Perhaps, on the issue of winning 
public support. Mr Kok may find that 
the newly victorious Mr Blair has 
some bright ideas. 



Rajiv Gandhi widow gives 
boost to Congress Party 

Sonia G andhi, widow' of the former prime minister Rajiv 
Gandhi, has joined his Congress Puny, giving a boost to 
the scandal-scarred organisation. Since her husband's 
assassination in 1991. Mrs Gandhi. 50, had spurned 

j u re *° Cl !* er Bui she enrolled in late 

March and her membership has been finalised. Her entrv 
was seen as galvanising Congress but also raisina fresh ' 
questions about its relationship with Prime Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral s United Front coalition. Reuters - New 
Delhi 

Pakistan in doveish mood 

Pakistan said it minted India to discuss all issues dividing 
the two old foes, including the kev dispute over Kashmir. 
Prime Ministers Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan and Inder 
Kumar Gujral of India meet next week in the Maldives on 
the fringes of a seven-nation South Asian Association for 
Regional Co-operation summit. Reuters - Islamabad 

Peace mission runs into sand 

US Middle East envoy Dennis Ross held talks in Gaza and 
Jerusalem on reviving Israoi-PLO peace negotiations but 
appeared to make little headway in his rescue mission. He 
met Palestinian President Yasser Arafat in Gaza and 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Israeli-PLQ 
peace negotiations broke down two months ago after Mr 
Netanyahu gave the go-ahead to build houses for Jews on a 
Wfest Bank hilltop which Israel captured in the 1967 Middle 
East war. Reuters - Jerusalem 

Caribbean set for Clinton 

Heads of government from the Caribbean began their first 
day of talks in a two-day summit prior to a meeting with 
US President Bill Clinton scheduled for tomorrow. The 
meeting brought Logether heads of government of the 
14-tnemher Caribbean Community and Hgiti and the 
vice-president of the Dominican Republic. Mr Clinton was 
also due lo meet the leaders of Centra] American countries 
at a summit in Costa Rica. Reuters - Bridgetown 

Blazing jet fuel kills six 

The pilot of a Pakistani warplane jettisoned his burning 
auxiliary fuel tanks over a congested neighbourhood in 
Karachi, killing six people. Another nine were taken to 
hospital with serious burns. AP - Karachi 

Former German Speaker dies 

Former German parliament president Kai-Uwe von Hassel 
a longtime Christian Democratic Union party member, 
died of a heart attack in Aachen, aged 84. Mr Hassel was 
governor of Schleswig-Holstein, defence minister, 
parliament vice-president and a member of the European 
parliament. AP - Aachen 

Australian PM raps race claims 

Australia's Prime Minister, John Howard, rejected MP 
Pauline Hanson’s anti-Asian and anti-Aborigjne rhetoric, 
saying she was trying to find scapegoats for Australia’s 
problems. He has often has been criticised for his muted 
response to Mrs Hanson in the past year. He said: “She is 
wrong when she suggests that Aboriginals are not 
disadvantaged. She is wrong when she says that Australia is 
in danger of being swamped by Asians." " AP - Sydney 


The UK’s Best Offer? 


FMBMindolkwiaSfrfc lSSUKcor 
man 1 SHTO systems «w «■ new 

ppMtStaon" 168+ modal u* Was 

Lmub GmanSuto 97 buK» cn 

amafo soeefcaton ■*** reuxa 
IBM) EDO HAM, t&M IB Mas CD-ROM. 
tsge 2 1 Gb tod « and a*wt> 
graphics w*nwt 6 


Afco Included kee tor a kmodpsmd Baa 
BABTbuMamal modem and Lwcnwfc 
ootu rttaptmAtevraftp price 
C» )UH E1CBU0 Inc. VAT (UBS +VAT). «• 
Art you mV agsse Out Ata MMUC* 
besom pc dm 


1099 


. 80 



rtnfBfamvun d 

166+ 


• PB 166 +pmoht 

mnOcUMbyBM 

• 16Wl EDO RAM 

• 2 . 1 Gb QOCnMddrt 

.•18 HaxaunaiM 

• 14P SWUM man 

• l&MtMMOM 

• 256X ptDM»tu*aK>vi 

• M-MtomNauttcupnan 
WMRUI 

a Lotnsftmmgr 

■ CDrtnlurii 


I I In L OOKWJMVNPM* . 
nodKICMMBHMn 


MMVKIbmiMS'lMB 
kenrm ■ MWOM* <■** 

• UIIMdMBH|IIM,nil 


Buy Now \ Offer Ends 10th May 


WInStatHWi ■ 



Buy Now , ...Pay Oct 

Orty.onWtaStaiion-B model . 

APR. 


Mm~B PlrnanhoB 
■MmawaMtuMM - 
, BWpMUMpiMiiB un m « -a B 
WtalntsMflMMIniMIM. 
WW |Um - aril m ■ DM * ™ 
Mmv • ut • naugiM. wr. wnn 

WM*MW W BbMMlWMUMriMa - 
UpMsmiHVNwwiMpas 




biuul 

Riifin rnv vim 



FREE 



Power 

Range 


P w w Mrtwc 

166M 

• t wm Mm ft wum* p mw 
•ClIWX-OKMOtaM 


AIMT'MMbgi 


I wmcuoi 

I M* SWA M 9 fean 
i lUkononnHicMai 


• MegBfttaiMngrtaasiqMBafl 


•sawa-. 


ftOOjd GnkOWaMOl 


166+ St 



1173 M E£29 


IMU 9 EUK 001 W 7 W 




166M 

to hrtMi * CMa Mt« 

Huirsim wi a 

~ 10991 


1291 


aSMmtM Peo-itt iy Su pami 

WaMUlMafeM*aiM 

KMMlUqtwKIUnamtai 

pW. Ptfl Mi km hMI. miniMM 

m teyan miiMiH mSbI** 


TMtne*a*f 

HEMHBMtC.DlQ umia 
Btoil*MMiarbNMfctfET7UI«c 
•Drug . MU PC 4 M not MUM 


Stwvey undertaken by NOP Market Research among 1,000 randomly selected bonk customers, bnervtews worn conducted by telephone between 20 Nov ifflB and 12 Dec 
1996. Enquirers must be aged 18 or ovqr. In order to safeguard our customers, certain tnmsactlona may require written confirmation, first Direct roservea the right to decline 
to open an account for you. First Direct credit farfWies are subject fo status. For written details of otr services write to First Direct, Freepost, Leeds LS882RF. first Direct Is. 
a dtvWon erf Midland Sank pic. Calls may be monitored and/or recorded. LLOYDS Cheque Account details are based on the Classic Account. The casts comprise fees erf CB 
per month. BARCLAYS Cheque Accrued detafls are based on the Barclays Bank Account. The costs comprise fees of E6 par month. NATWEST Cnaqua Account detaSs are 
baaed on the Current Plus Account. The costs comprise fees of E5 per month. All lees may vary In the luhae. FIRST DIRECT variable interest rate tor overdrafts up to £250 
Is 12.8% EAR. All hTtarmation based on authorised overdrafts of 5 days or more per month end correct at ISApril 1997. Mrmhrr HSBC CD Crruy 


MTimE 


OoiwSiHam. 
Blackburn m 
summ. but**., 
UreOMse. 9618 TOT 


01282 777 111 


rutzerrMix 


.ii.lrttlT- — — 

ess sr Err sr tr- 


■BieaiaMMM 
■ mm r e h ««n krtM Man M MMl 


27 Showrooms Nationwide 

OrdwOkMor cal Ms par hm Dbmm 




A 




Free from charges 


Banking with First Direct is ''free because we do not 
charge Cheque Account customers for everyday 
banking transactions, even if you're overdrawn. And all 
our customers automatically receive an overdraft up to 
£250 - also free of any fees. So compared to other high 
street bank accounts you're better off with First Direct 
from day one. We're a member of the HSBC Group 
which is one of the largest banking and financial 
services organisations in the world, and in the course of 
a year you’ll find we offer more cost effective current 
account banking. And the service we provide means 
you benefit In many other ways too. 


By telephone, 24 hours a day 


We provide the ultimate in convenience. You can bank 
with us at any time,. 365 days (and nights) of the year, 
from wherever there's a telephone, in your home, office 
or car. And all UK calls are charged at local rates. 


Personal and professional service 


Every cali fs answered by otir Banking Representatives. They have all 
they need at their fingertips to deal with your day-to-day banking 
needs. And when you require more specialised assistance, such as 
a loan, they can Instantly refer you to someone who can help. 


Getting cash is easy 


Every Cheque Account customer receives the First Dined 
Card. This allows you to withdraw up to 
£500 a day from over 12,500 cash 
machines around the UK, induefing those 
of Mkfland. It also guarantees cheques 
for £100 and includes the Switch 
payment facility. 


So is paying bills 


Our service includes a free bill payment service. Simply call, tell us 
who to pay, how much and when, and we do rt This means you can 
pay your bills at the most convenient time without the need to keep 
having to remember to organise rt- 


A full banking service with more benefits 


As'wefl as our Cheque Account we offer saving, borrowing, travel and 
Insurance services cost effectively by telephone. Take saving; our rates 
are always competitive, we offer transfers to aid from your Cheque 
Account So your money is always working hard without the need for 
you to do the same. 


If you don’t 
enjoy free 
banking... 


Annua! current account charges 


Barclays Bank Account 




First Direct Cheque Account 

£0.00 





...you’re 
with the 
wrong bank 

Join us today and never be with the wrong bank again 

a 0800 24 24 24 


We work hard to maintain the service 


The best people to demonstrate the quality of a banking service 
are its customers - B7%" of outs have recommended us to their 
friends and colleagues in the last 12 months. 


Opening an account is easy too 


We also appreciate how daunting changing bank accounts can be. 
So we make it easy. Easy to open e First Direct account, then easy 
to arrange for your salary to be paid In and easy for all your standing 
orders and direct debits to be transferred to your account And it's 
easy (and free) to find out more right now. Call us on 0800 24 24 24 
or complete the coupon. 
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Whether you are a first time 
buyer, or replacing your old PC, 
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find a better deal than this. 

Free Canon Colour Inkjet 
Printer* 

166MHz Pentium Processor 
with MMX Technology. 

16Mb RAM. 2Gb hard disk. 
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Zaire crisis: Capital awaits sceptically for Mobutu’s return as rebels close in 



Health drive: A nurse prepares an injection as a doctor explains vaccination to patients at a Catholic-run clinic in Kinshasa Photograph: Reuters 


Quebec plan to 

break away 
stuns Canada 


David Usborne 

Quebec City 


Wiih federal elections only 
three weeks away, Canada was 
reeling yesterday from revela- 
tions that Quebec came within 
an ace of making a dramatic 
unilateral declaration of inde- 
pendence mo years ago that was 
to have relied on swift recog- 
nition from France. 

In a book on the sovereign- 
tist movement to be published 
on Monday, die former premier 
of Quebec, Jacques Parizeau. 
writes that had the ‘yes" camp 
triumphed in Quebec’ s October 
J995 referendum on indepen- 
dence he would have made a 
unilateral declaration of inde- 
pendence within days. It would 
have triggered a constitutional 
crisis between the mainly 
French-speaking province of 
6.5 million people, and the 19 
million mainl y English-speaking 
people of the rest of Canada. 

The confession has electrified 
the election campaign which 
closes with polling on 2 June. It 
will also sen e to ensure that the 
single issue that has haunted 
Canadian politics for the past 
two decades - the future of 
Quebec - will once more dom- 
inate the election trail 

For leaders of the Bloc Que- 


becois, who are fighting to retain 
their dominance of the province 
and to build momentum for yet 
another referendum, the book 
is an acute embarrassment. Its 
leaders moved yesterday to dis- 
sociate themselves from the 
UDI claim. Lucicn Bouchard, 
the current Quebec Premier 
and the sovereigntist move- 
ment's figurehead, swiftly tried 
to limit the damage. He told re- 
porters that had he had knowl- 
edge of the pian “I would have 
to disassociate myself from it". 

Mr Parizeau was forced to re- 
sign his leadership of the Pani 
Quebecois. the pro-sovereigntist 
ruling party in Quebec immedi- 
ately after the 1995 vote. The 
book's revelations are stunning, 
in particular, because he had 
signed an agreement with oth- 
er party leaders only months be- 
fore the referendum agreeing 
that a “yes" vote for sovereign- 
ly was to be followed by a year 
of negotiations with the rest of 
Pnnnfb for an amicable divorce. 

Mr Parizeau says he was se- 
cretly engaged in a “great game" 
lo engineer the fastest possible 
rupture of Quebec from the 
Canadian federation. He said it 
was conceived on the advice of 
the former French president, 
Wery Giscand d'Estaing. whom 
he visited, in France, at the start 


of 1995. He allegedly encouraged 
Mr Parizeau to believe that 
UDI by Quelxc would be re- 
warded" quick!)' by rtxognilion of 
the new nation from Paris. 

Mr Giseard reasoned that 
the nod from Paris would then 
be followed by a similar act of 
recognition from Washington. 
But it us not dear, however, 
whether Mr Parizeau received 
any official encouragement from 
the French government itself. 

“It was during this trip (hat 
Valery Giseard d'Estaing raised 
a question of which I had not. 
until then, understood the sig- 
nificance," Mr Parizeau writes. 
"It is essential, he said in 
essence, right after the refer- 
endum. in the hours or days that 
follow that there be a solemn 
gesture taken by Quebec to pro- 
claim its sovereignly. Without 
that, no quick recognition, that 
is to say in a week or ten days 
afterward, will be possible on 
the part of a foreign country." 

For Jean Chretien. Cana- 
da's Liberal Prime Minister, 
the remarks arc a gift from 
heaven. Speaking to supporters 
in Quebec City' on Wednesday, 
he said: “We learnt today how 
the Bloc and their allies tried to 
fool Quebecers. I deeply believe 
that Quebecers deserve the 
truth and the whole truth.*’ 


Dictator’s acolytes 
deny he is quitting 


Maty Braid 

Kinshasa 


In the crumbling streets of the 
Zairean capital, Kinshasa, the 
men who gathered to argue over 
reports in the daily papers still 
agreed on one thing yesterday: 
President Mobutu Sese Seko 
would not be coming home to- 
day after a three-day regional 
summit in neighbouring Gabon. 

But Lumbala Kapusa, the 
ailing President's spokesman, 
said The summit was not the first 
leg of a journey into exile in 
France. Mr Mobutu would re- 
turn today, resolute in his 
pledge not to stand down if it 
means handing power to the 
rebel leader, Laurent Kabila. 

The South African Deputy 
President, Thabo Mbeki, at 
least must believe he is return- 
ing. Mr Mbeki is expected to fly 
to Kinshasa this afternoon to 
meet Mr Mobutu to try to keep 
ralks between the dictator and 
the rebel leader alive, after 
their messv start on board the 


Oiucniqua, a South African 
supply ship. Iasi weekend. 

Yesterday a South African 
government source said there 
would a second round of talks 
next week, within ihe eight - 
to-10 day consultation period 
announced by President Nelson 
Mandela, who presided over the 
Oiucniqua summit. 

As the -city waited for Mr 
Mobutu not to show, the con- 
fused whirl of international 
peace initiatives continued, with 
Bill Richardson. US ambas- 
sador to the UN. flying to Paris 
io enlist French support for US 
peace efforts. But time is run- 
ning out as the rebels continue 
their advance on Kinshasa. 

Two days ago they captured 
Kenge, 200km east of Kin- 
shasa. on the only passable 
route to the capital. But Mr Ka- 
bila's forces encountered per- 
haps the fiercest resistance smee 
the war began. Up to 100 Zaire- 
an soldiers and 200 civilians may 
have died m the latter stages of 
a conflict which has generally 


avoided large loss of life. A 
spokesman for the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross in Kinshasa said 10 local 
Red Cross workers were killed 
in the fighting. The civilians are 
believed lo have been killed by 
retreating government troops. 
A charity worker claimed yesr 
terday that many local people 
were murdered before the 
rebels even entered town. 

The rebels claim to have 
forces within 60km of the city 
Inn neither diplomats nor locals 
believe them. “It’s the same old 
pattern." said Jean-Pierre, a 
lecturer, who was in Bukavu, 
eastern Zaire, in October, when 
the rebellion began. “They wear 
down the army by making them 
nervous, then resistance melts 
before they even reach town." 

No one doubts the rebels' 
pattern is the same. What is un- 
certain is bow tens of thousands 
of Zairean troops at a dozen 
camps in and around Kinshasa 
will react lo a rebel attack now 
there is nowhere left to run. 
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Sharps bedrooms are the UK's No.l Specialists in the design 
and fitting of quality fitted bedrooms. Sharps unique frame 
construction means they can create room in any bedroom no 
matter its size or shape. The Sharps 21 Day Sale is now on, 
offering Sharps range of beautiful fully fitted bedrooms at 
half prire. And in the first week only there's an extra £200 off. 
any bedroom you choose, on top of the 50% discount. 

So visit your local Sharps showroom now. 
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Would you buy a lighter from the 



He may make a good cushion, 
but Teresa Poole in Peking asks 
whether Mao is politically correct 


It is 1997. Hong Kong is being 
returned to the mainland, and 
with the world spotlight on the 
handover. Chinoiserie is in 
vogue. Western magazines and 
newspapers feature beautiful 
Chinese brocade clothes, re- 
production Qing dynasty fur- 
niture. and Chinese art and 
ceramics. And in those stylish- 
ly designed room sets, it is not 
unusual to find one familinr face 
staring out from somewhere on 
the page. Two decades after his 
death. Chairman Mao Be lung 
has found a new and surprising 
role as a design accessory. 

In the West one can buy 
cushion covers with the Great 
Helmsman’s face, and Mao 
T-shirts. For those visiting Chi- 
na and looking for something a 
' little more authentic, there are 
"Little Red Books", Mao pro- 


paganda posters, and othei 
Cultural Revolution memora- 


CuJtural Revolution memora- 
bilia. And for modem-day tacky 
souvenirs, one cannot beat the 


Mao cigarette lighters which 
play the tune “The East is 
Red”, Mao room thermome- 
ters, Mao plates and cups, and 
for one's desk, a Mao pen- 
holder, and so oel 

In Peking's “antique” mar- 
kets, Western tourists eagerly 
haggle over such trinkets. The 
same people would not, of 
course, for one moment ever 
consider buying a Stalin ciga- 
rette lighter, or a Hitler room 
thermometer. But in the pan- 
theon of world tyrants whose 
policies resulted in the deaths 
of millions, Mao memorabilia 
manages still to be considered 
chic, or at least arousing. 

Someone eating a sandwich 
off a Mao plate will probably not 
dwell os the 30 million Chinese 
who died in the famine caused 
by Mao's insane Great Leap 
Forward in the late Fifties. Ar- 
ranging one's collection of Mao 
cushions, it is best to forget that 
when Mao launched the Cul- 


Yeltsin tries 
doublethink 
on Nato 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defiance Correspondent 


President Boris Yeltsin is ex- 
hibiting apparent symptoms of 
political schizophrenia. Yester- 
day he said a treaty on Nato- 
Russian relations was “98 per 
cent ready” and that he might 
join Moiow talks in person 
next week to hammer out the 
last two per cent. Then, almost 
simultaneously he said that 
the plans for Nato’s expansion 
are the most serious dispute be- 
tween Russia and the US since 
the 1962 Cuban missile crisis. 

The first comment was, ad- 
mittedly. aimed at foreign re- 
porters, the second at Russians 
on Russian television. Bui the 
apparently contradictory re- 
marks may indicate a well-tried 
and traditional strategy - split- 
ting the US from its European 
Nato allies. The US. repre- 
sented by Secretary of State 
Madeleine AJbright, has been 
adamant there should be no 
conditions on Nato's enlarge- 
ment to embrace new members 
- probably Poland, Hungary and 
the Czech Republic. The US in- 
sists Nato must refuse to pledge 
that there will be no nuclear 
weapons or foreign troops in 
new members’ territories - even 
though it has no such plans The 
Europeans are more inclined to 
compromise, understanding 
Russian concerns. 

“Since the Cuban crisis there 
hasn't been such a sharp issue 
in relations between Russia 
and the US, which concern 
Russia's interests to the degree 
that everyone should think 
about it including Americans 
and Europeans,” Mr Yeltsin 
said. “It’s essential that we take 
part in all Nato decision-mak- 
ing". That is unacceptable to the 
US, who insist that although 
Russia wfll be able to observe 
Nato business, it must not have 
a veto. 

Mr Yeltsin's remarks fol- 


lowed two days of discussions 
between Russian Foreign Min- 
ister Yevgeny Primakov and 
Nato Secretary-General Javier 
Solana. Mr Yeltsin said he 
wanted them to sort out their 
remaining differences at their 
next meeting in Moscow on 13 
May so as to make it possible 
to sign the Naio-Russia “Char- 
ter” before the summit in 
Madrid on 8-9 July, at which the 
invitations to new members are 
to be issued, possiblv as early as 
27 May. 

Mr Yeltsin was laying a 
wreath at the tomb of the un- 
known soldier on the 52nd an- 
niversary of the Allied Victory 
in Europe. “The main thing now 
is to ensure Russia's part in 
Nato decision-making process- 
es." he said. “We also want them 
not to move their forces into the 
new territories, including nu- 
clear weapons." 

Leading Nato countries, in- 
cluding the US. insist that such 
a pledge would give the new 
members a second-class status 
in Nato. But Nato no longer re- 
lies on short-range nuclear 
weapons, and has no plans or 
need to station foreign forces 
on new members' territory. All 
Nato membership wOl mean is 
a few liaison officers at new 
members' headquarters - and 
che Russians are likely to have 
liaison officers there as well. 

The Russian view has been 
coloured by its experience of the 
now defunct Warsaw Pact, 
where the Soviet Union domi- 
nated the militaiy structure of 
orher member states, and bad 
large Soviet contingents, in- 
cluding short- and medium- 
range nuclear weapons 
stationed on their territory. 
Nato. an Alliance of sovereign 


states, operated and operates 
quite differently. 


qurte dtSerenUy. 

As yet, no one has devised a 
formula which doses the gap be- 
tween the Russian and the Nato 
positions. 


Abuse claims 
heap pressure 
on Banana 


Harare, Zimbabwe (AP) — 
Students, football players and 
soldiers have told police of sex- 
ual harassment by [■: i mer Pres- 
ident Canaan Banana, already 
under investigation for alleged 
homosexual rape, a newspaper 
reported yesterday.. 

The independent business 
weekly The Financial Gazette 
said dozens of male com- 
plainants reported to a panel of 
police investigators, who de- 
clared eight new cases of ha- 
rassment by Banana were 
believed genuine so far. The 
newspaper quoted an uniden- 
tified senior police official as 
saying allegations erf Banana’s 
predatory homosexuality “con- 
tinue to pour in". 

Officials ai police headquar- 
ters did not return reporters’ 
calls yesterday. Banana, 61, a 
Methodist theologian, academic 
and diplomat, is under police 
investigation for the alleged 
rape of a police aide when he 
was the nation’s titular president 
after independence in 1980. 

Police Inspector Jefta Dube. 
36, was jailed for 10 years in 
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Heads up: Wang Anting, a Mao collector in Chengdu, has assembled a remarkable collection of Mao memorabilia 


Photograph: Thurston DavidA3-,«^ 




tural Revolution in 1966, any- 
one who inadvertently sat on a 
newspaper with a Mao photo- 
graph lurking on an inside page 
was in danger of being thrashed 
to within an inch of their lives 


by the Red Guards as a pun- 
ishment for such disrespect. 

One might imagine that the 
present-day Chinese propa- 
ganda machine, which keeps 
strict control over the repro- 


duction of Mao's face and cal- 
ligraphy within China, would 
frown on the use of Mao as a 
design motif in the West. But 
they have a different viewpoint. 

Liu Min. at the Chinese 


Communist Party's Department 
for Research on Party Litera- 
ture, is sannuine. He said: 
“Mike Tyson tattoos Mao's face 
on his arm. That expresses his 
understanding of Mao.” “We 


wish people outside China can 
have a wider knowledge of 
Mao.” says Mr Liu. “Tt is said 
T\soo regards Ntioflsa God. 
believes M 30 can protect him in 
the ring, be worships Mao. He 


understands Mao from his 
point of view.” • . _ 

Mr Liu does admit, buwfcx&w’ 
with some regret that “tiff 
knowledge of Mao by fofmg* 
ers is probably Kmiteif’ - In th6 




February for fatally shooting a 
colleague who taunted turn 
about a three-year homosexu- 
al relationship he said was 
forced on him by Banana. 

The High Court in Harare ac- 
cepted evidence that Dube was 
sexually harassed by Banana. 

Homosexuality is illegal in 
Zimbabwe. Police said they 
would bring c rimina l charges 
against Banana if investigators 
gathered enough evidence. 

Dube's lawyers have filed a 
civil suit against Ban ana seek- 
ing 13 million Zimbabwe dol- 
lars (£70.000) in damages for 
stress-related illness caused by 
homosexual harassment. Ba- 
nana is a professor of theology 
at the University of Zimbabwe 
in Harare. 

Police want to interview 
university authorities who al- 
legedly ignored complaints 
from male students, the Finan- 
cial Gazette reports. U said 
football players from Banana’s 
now-disbanded State House 
Tornadoes team had come for- 
ward with testimony that was 
being scrutinised. 
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S csfc niciN huwnn 
^memorabilia do so HuS® 

JS^ a,mor ^p i >’ raih - 

Al reproduction Mao snufr 
bmiI ®^ n ** PUI lo various uses, 
a rmroducuon figurine nf a n£ 
oluuonaiy peasant looks «o^d 

onUtemanaepiece.andagSm 

Qiltural Revolution cloth hanu- 

bedspread? 5 3 ^ «“—« 
n f MS? UeS ? 1 ] of lhc dea,h Ml 

* docs not seem to 
a™*-*™ *ounsLs have studied 
poa-1949 Chinese history. and 
China itself still ofiiciafiv reveres 
Mao, so the issue of 'possible 
bad taste is easily sidestepped 
Those who are steeped in 
Chinese contemporary history 
are fully aware of what they are 
buying. Professor David Shum- 
tybaugh. a Sinologist at George 
Washington University. admits 

inn^! cctio1 } ° r “more than 
300 Mao pieces including 
badges, statues, poster*, copies 
of the Little Red Book in sev- 
eraJ languages, and a Mao 
clock. 

**lt is indeed ironic when 


vestiges of totalitarian tyrants, 
after their demise, assume col- 
lector’s value and status as 
memorabilia,” he said. “Such is 
the case with kitsch from the 
Mao era. and particularly the 
late Chairmans brainchild of 
the Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution - a mass move- 
ment that set back China’s 
economy and society incalcu- 
lably. and cost the lives and ca- 
reers of hundreds of thousands 
of Chinese." 

Peking’s Chinese traders find 
it all rather improbable. Duan 
Xiuhua, who at 42 years old is 
pan of the generation whose ed- 
ucation was wiped out by the 
Cultural Revolution, is selling 
off her own family’s huge sup- 
ply of Little Red Books in her 
Hong Qiao store. She also has 
a collection of Mao busts, in 
sizes to suit anyone's needs. “In 
faci. we don’t know what the 
foreigners are thinking about 
when they buy these things," she 
said. 

At his stall, Chen Guowci is 
offering a Cultural Revolution 
cloth portrait of Mao. made by 
the Hangzhou “The Hast is 
Red" Silk Factory. Does this 


amount to mercenary disre- 
spect for the Chairman? “Only 
people who really like these will 
buy them. Even the government 
produces watches with Mao's 
face. That does not mean we do 
not respect him. Thai just shows 
we really respect him," he said. 

For an unwitting foreign 
tourist, none of inis comes 
cheap. Ms Duan wanted to sell 
me a 1977 five-volume set of 
Mao's extended Little Red 
Book. When published they 
would have set one back 3.9 
yuan (3flp); her rather optimistic 
opening offer to me was SOU 
yuan (£38). 

Yao Zhongyong was one of 
millions of young Chinese “sent 
down to the countryside" dur- 
ing (he QUlural Revolution, and 
did not manage to return to 
Peking for 20 years. Last year 
he put me off the whole Cultural 
Revolution shopping experi- 
ence. “Chinese people still feci 
vciy deeply about that period. 
And they feel uncomfortable to 
know that foreigners, as spec- 
tators, like die an and artefacts 
of the Cultural Revolution. 
Everybody should know that it 
was a tragedy,” be said. 
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Coining ft Market staffs like this one in Peking sell coins, fighters and cushions to the tourists 


Photograph: Reynard Nicola^Ga{pma 
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‘Megan’s 
law’ murder 
puts public 
on trial 


Mary Dejevsky 

Washington 

An emotionally charged murder 
case that went to trial this week 
in Irenton, New Jersey, has 
commanded American nation- 
al attention over and above 
that accorded even to a partic- 
ularly poignant child murder. It 
•had made history - and law - 
well before the trial opened, and 
what is at stake is not just the 
life of the alleged kxfler, but the 
fate of a highly popular, but in- 
creasingly controversial, piece 
of legislation. 

The defendant is Jesse Tim- 
mendequas, 36, who is addi- 
tionally charged with kid- 
napping and sexual assault. The 
seven-year old victim is known 
across the US only as “Megan", 
and the law that her killing in- 
jured requires courts to inform 
local people when a convicted 
sex offender is released or 
paroled into their community. 

On 29 July 1994, Megan 
Kanka is said to have knocked 
on the front door of Tim- 
mendequas, a recently-arrived 
neighbour, and asked to see the 
puppy he had just acquired. He 
invited her in. In the words of 
the prosecution lawyer, “Un- 
suspecting, trusting, seven-year 
old Megan walked into the de- 
fendants house ... She would 
never walk out." 

Her mother said that at first 
she had been unconcerned 
about her daughter's disap- 
pearance because “this is such 
a nice neighbourhood". But 
her illusions had been shattered 
when police showed her pieces 
of her daughter’s clothing that 
had been found in the dustbin 
of the house opposite - where 
Hmmendequas lived. 

He is said to have led police 
to a nearby park where they 
found Megan's body. Several 
statements and a signed con- 
fession eventually followed. If 
convicted, he could face the 
death penalty. 

The subsequent revelation 
that Timmendequas already 
had two convictions for sex of- 
fences provoked fury in the 
quiet suburban district of 
Hamilton Ibwnship, and 
Megan’s mother led a cam- 
paign to require the authorities 
to notify neighbours when a 
convicted sex offender moves in. 
The campaign developed into 
a national exusade, and 41 states 
followed New Jersey’s lead in 
passing "Megan’s laws". 

The exact provisions of the 
laws vaiy, but they all permit - 
or require - neighbours to be 
told when anyone who has a 
conviction for a sex offence set- 
tles nearby. They augment a 
requirement for sex offenders 
in all states to be registered with 
foepolice. 

This week’s trial has revived 
all the passion and outrage 
that was unleashed by Megan’s 
murder. But there is also a sense 
in which it has come only just 
in time for the law’s supporters. 
In eight states, including New 
Jersey, the “Megan’s laws" are 
oinentfy on hold; they are on 
the statute book but not being 
enforced because legal chal- 
lenges are pending. Released 

sex offenders must regjsterwith 

foe police, but there is no oblig- 
ation to make their place of res- 
idence public. 

The legal challenges reflect 


the gathering strength of a re- 
verse campaign that was 
launched when foe sweeping ef- 
fects of foe new law started to 
become apparent. Those join- 
ing the backlash included not 
only civil liberties activists and 
people concerned with privacy, 
but also some of the very state 


the original “Megan's laws". 

They say they underestimat- 
ed foe strength of popular anger 
and revulsion where sex of- 
fenders are concerned. They 
had not expected, they said, that 
requiring released sex offend- 
ers to register their addresses 
and supplying foe information 
to neighbours would mean - 
with rare exceptions - that the 
individual concerned would be- 
come an outcast, unable to set- 
tle anywhere for long, unable 
to start a new life even though 
he had served his sentence. 

Some say the legislators' mis- 
calculation only illustrated how 
far officialdom was out of touch 
with popular opinion. One weQ- 
documenled case is that of a for- 
mer offender who settled in 
Orange County. California. 
Neighbours were alerted to his 
presence by police leaflets giv- 
ing his picture and warning: “a 
serious sex offender has been re- 
leased into foe community". 
People were advised to protect 


£ Those joining 
the backlash 
included some of 
the legislators who 
had helped to pass 
the laws 9 


themselves and their children. 
Not only did they do that, but 
also they photocopied the 
leaflets, posted them on lamp- 
posts, and organised protests. 

The former offender was 
hounded from his first new 
neighbourhood by public 
demonstrations, placards and 
graffiti. He received death 
threats and lost his job. He 
found a new flat, but the man- 
ager terminated his lease wben- 
his identity was reported. 

In one district of Georgia, 
names were publicised in pub- 
lic Libraries - and then broad- 
cast on local radio. New Mexico 
is proposing to post the names 
and soda! security numbers of 
offenders on the Internet 

Some of those now trying to 
change foe law argue that sex 
offenders will simply choose to 
flout foe law on registration if 
they are made outcasts. Others 
say that more general warnings 
could be issued in the neigh- 
bourhood, without pictures or 
addresses. Some of the 
“Megan's laws” anyway require 
notification only in the case of 
“high-risk'*offenders. 

In time, foe rights of children 
to protection and the constitu- 
tional rights of individuals to pri- 
vacy are likely to be weighed 
against each other in court 
UntO then, the balance will re- 
main uncertain, but the odds 
that Jesse Timmendequas will 
ever benefit from a revised law 
look slim. 
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On curry 5 Nfciy. ihc anniversary 
of Napoleon's death on St He- 
lena in 1821. it is customary for 
the Bonaparte family, (heir 
friends ami supporters! to Jay a 
wreath on Napoleon’s tomb in 
the Invalidcs. His memory is cel- 
ebrated in a mass. Bui on 5 May 
last i hey were in mourning for 
the head of their family. Louis 
Bonaparte. Prince Napoleon. 
His Imperial Highness, as he 
w as culled, had died in Switzer- 
land two days previously. 

Louis Bonaparte was the 
great-grandson of Prince Jer- 
ome. King of Westphalia from 
1S07 to IS 13, the youngest 
brother of the Emperor, who 
lived long enough to become 
Governor of the I aval ides dur- 
ing the Second Empire. He 
first married an American who 


When Michael Shcrsby first 
won Uxbridge for the Conser- 
vative Party in a by-election in 
3972 (after the death of the 
redoubtable journalist MP 
Charles Curran) it was thought 
to be surprising: for the seat was 
marginal. Over the years, how- 
ever - such was his skiD as a con- 
stituency memher, such his 
charm and assiduity, that, with- 
out any significant help from the 
Boundary Commissioners, be 
had by 1989 converted a Labour 
marginal into a Conservative 
seat where he had a majority of 
15,970. In the 1992 general 
election Shersby had a majori- 
ty of more than 13,000. Last 
week however, in the great 
Labour landslide of 1 May, 
Uxbridge became marginal 
again, albeit Tory marginal: 
Shersby’s majority was only 724. 

Over the years, therefore, 
Shersby s achievement viewed 
in constituency terms, was Her- 
culean. Nevertheless he found 
time effectively to pursue a 
multitude of other interests. 
He enjoyed ministerial office 
only briefly. He was on the so- 
called payroll vote as unpaid 
Parliamentary Private Secre- 
tary to Michael Hesletine in 
January 1974; and that was all. 

His friends thought in 1975 
that he would receive some 


Of the trio of grand old men of 
Danish music, only Hermann D. 
Koppel is left: Vhgn Holmboe 
died last September and now 
Holraboe's teacher. Finn Hol- 
ding, has gone too, 19 days af- 
ter his 9Sih birthday. Holding's 
compositions seem - unjustifi- 
ably - to have fallen from cur- 
rent favour, although his selfless 
activity on behalf of music ed- 
ucation will ensure that his 
contribution to music-making in 
Denmark lives on. 

Hoff ding was bom in C open- 
hagen in 1899, took lessons on 
the violin and organ, and stud- 
ied with the legendary scholar 
and contrapuntist Knut Jeppe- 
sen between 1918 and 1921 be- 
fore travelling to Vienna to 
study with Joseph Marx - both 
men composers and musicolo- 
gists, a double profile that left its 
mark on Hoff ding's own career. 

•Hoffding was already com- 
posing: the first work in Svend 
Bru fins' and Dan Fog's 1969 cat- 
alogue of his work is a Romance 


Murray Kempton, who is now 
dead but always seemed mythi- 
cal, was a gentle and learned man 
who believed, like his early em- 
ployer H.L. Mencken, that the 
purpose of a newspaper was to 
comfort the afflicted and afflict 
the comfortable, writes Rhoda 
Koenig (further to the obituary 
by Peter Pringle. 7 May]. 

I can’t say how Murray be- 
haved tete-a-tete with the great 


Prince Napoleon 


took the name of Elizabeth 
Patterson Bonaparte, but this 
carriage was dissolved on the 
Emperor's orders. He then 
married Catherine of Wun- 
temberg. His grandson, Victor 
Napoleon, when approaching 
the age of 50, married Princess 
Clementine, the youngest 
daughter of Leopold II of Bel- 
gium. Their son, Louis, was 
bom m Brussels in 1914. 

The Third Republic had pro- 
tected itself against royalists and 
Bonapartisis by passing a law in 
1886 which banned members of 
any family that had ruled over 
France from residing in the 
country. Hence the Prince spent 
his life in Belgium and Switzer- 
land, and as a smalt boy pass- 
ing some time with the aged 
Empress Eugenie in England. 


He was educated at Louvain 
and Lausanne. 

When war broke out in 1939, 
he was living in Switzerland and 
he wrote to Edouard Daladier, 
then French Prime Minister, 
volunteering to serve in the 
French army. His offer was 
turned down, but he was de- 
termined to fight and. adopting 
the name of Louis Blanchard, 
he joined the French Foreign 
Legion. He served in North 
Africa but, after the armistice, 
be was demobilised in 194J. 

He returned to Switzerland 
but very quickly made contact 
with the French resistance. He 
worked with them in Ranee and 
with their help he tried to cross 
the Pyrenees in December 
1942. His cum was to proceed to 
Spain and from there to join de 


Gaulle in London, but he was ar- 
rested by the Germans. He 
spent some time in different pris- 
ons, including Fresnes. Eventu- 
ally the Germans released him. 
and although he was under sur- 
veillance and confined to a 
limited area, he succeeded in 
joining the Organisation de 
Resistance de l’Ann£eL 
The ORA, as it was called, 
was a part of the resistance 
which had been built from those 
regular soldiers who bad refused 
to accept the defeat of 1940 as 
definitive. The Prince, calling 
himself Louis (and sometimes 
Lucien ) Monnier was given the 
rank of sergeant and served in 
the department of Llndre. He 
was part of a brigade, known as 
the Charles Martel Brigade, 
which distinguished itself. They' 


Sir Michael Shersby 


preferment from Margaret 
Thatcher, but he had declined 
to support her leadership bid 
against Edward Heath, and she 
saw no need to placate the 
minnows of politics when she 
felt obliged, for the moment at 
any rate, to placate the sharks 
- mainly those who had opposed 
her in the leadership election. 

This did not at all bother 
Shersby. He was one of those 
politicians who enjoyed cam- 
paigning on specific issues, and 
supporting specific causes. He 
was bom in 1933 in Middlesex, 
and educated at the John Lyon 
School in Harrow: the thought 
of going to university never 
entered either his head, nor the 
head of his father. He earned 
a living in the sugar trade with 
late and Lyle: and the sugar in- 
dustry was a besetting concern 
of his to the end of his life. 

He caught the political bug 
in early manhood. He was elect- 
ed to Paddington Borough 
Council in 1959. and to West- 
minster City Council in 1964: he 
served as Deputy Mayor of 
Westminster from 1967 to 196S. 
Thus, as with many other Con- 
servative MPs of his modest 
middle-class background, his 
roots were in local government. 

Once in the House of Com- 
mons. Shersby spread bis wings. 


He was on the right wing of his 
party; but his courtly and kind- 
ly manner ensured that he nev- 
er attracted the bitter hostility 
which many of those who 
thought like him did. Even when 
he proposed the most stringent 
of immigration controls - except 
for "kith and kin" - there was 
no such uproar which, say, 
Enoch Powell attracted. 

He was a superb committee 
man, and sat on many back- 
bench committees, and was on 
the Speaker’s panel. He became 
involved in the affairs of the 
Falkland Islands, and was a 
doughty champion of the cause 
of the* islanders, becoming 
chairman of the all-party 
British-RUklands group in 1982, 
which post he held until his 
death. 

Moreover, he had a passion- 
ate interest in the countryside, 
and formed a close alliance - 
which developed into a deep 
friendship - with that most de- 
voted oflbry conservationists. 
Sir Patrick Cormack. He suc- 
cessfully put through Parlia- 
ment a remarkable muster of 
Private Members’ Bills on such 
diverse subjects as gaming (to 
increase prize money* available 
at bingo), park regulations and 
copyright. There were many 
other "committees which he 


served with devotion, but one 
that might be mentioned is his 
service on the all-party Es- 
peranto group, between 1976 
and 1977. 

Michael Shersby was a man 
of insatiable curiosity, extrava- 
gant energy, and boundless 
dedication. He will be mourned 
across the political spectrum. 

Patrick Cosgrave 

Julian Michael Shersby, politician: 
bom Jckenham, Middlesex 17 
February 1933; Secretary, Asso- 
ciation of Specialised Film 
Producers 1958-62: member, 
Paddington Borough Council 
1959-64, Westminster City Coun- 
cil 1 964-71; director Sqgur Bureau 
(British Sugar Bureau) 1966-67. 
director-general 1977-8$, parlia- 
mentary adviser 1 988-95; Deputy 
Lord A/qiw of Westminster 196 7- 
68: MP (Conservative) for 
Uxbridge 1972-97; PPSto Minis- 
ter of Aerospace and Shipping; 
DT7J974; Treasurer, World Sug- 
ar Research Organisation 1982- 
97: member. Speaker’s Panel of 
Chairmen, House of Commons 
1983-97. Public Accounts Com- 
mittee 1983-97; parliamentary 
adviser. Police Federation 1989- 
97; Kl 1995; married 1958 Bar- 
bara Barrow (orut son, one 
daughter): died London 8 May 
1997. 


Finn Efeffding 



Hoffding: humanist message 
Photograph: Lebrecht Collection 

for violin and strings from 1 93 S. 
The first of his four symphonies, 
the Sin foni a Impetuosa, was 
completed five years later, with 
No 2 . 11 Canto de Libera to, writ- 
ten the following year, No 3 in 
1928. and the Sinfonia Concer- 
tante. No 4, in 1934. Thereafter 
Hoffding abandoned the sym- 
phony as a form, preferring to 


develop his orchestral thoughts 
in a series of “Symphonic ron- 
tasias", of which there are also 
four, composed between 1939 
and 1953; No 2, Det erganske \ist 
(“It Is Perfectly True". 1940. af- 
ter Hans Christian Andersen), 
is perhaps his best-known work, 
and is the only one of his 18 or- 
chestral pieces currently avail- 
able on CD. There are also two 
“normal" operas: Kajserens me 
kla’der (“The Emperor’s 
Clothes'", again after Andersen, 
1926), KHderejscn (“The Heal- 
ing Spring”, after Holberg, 
19 j 1). and a third, choral, one, 
Pasteur J, 1935), intended for 
performance in schools. 

Holding's style owes some- 
thing to the muscularity of Carl 
Nielsen, the greatest musical 
Dane of them* all, but his lean 
counterpoint and thinner tex- 
tures are tempered by an ac- 
quaintance with trends in 
contemporary neo-classicism 
and honed by a fine sense of 
irony. Bul although his music 


is generally traditional in ex- 
pression, his ears were open: 
Das Eisenbahngfeichnis of 1934, 
for chorus, piano and three 
saxophones, flirts with jazz, and 
as late as 1965, in his Fantasia 
Concenante, he was experi- 
menting with the sort of sounds 
to be found in mainstream Eu- 
ropean modernism - the list of 
percussion that work requires 
might as easily come from a 
score of Boulez. 

As Hoffding’s concert music 
emerged, so too did his educa- 
tional works. An encounter 
with an amateur cantata of 
Hindemith's in Frankfurt in 
1927 sparked the idea of a sys- 
tematic approach to the leach- 
ing of music in Denmark, and 
brought about the first of a 
steady stream of works for ara- 
1 ateurs, often for chorus, as well 
as easy pieces for young play- 
ers: Hoffding's choral music, 
which often has a deeply hu- 
manist message, is now a staple 
of Danish school singing. 


Murray Kempton 


and powerful, but he was un- 
failingly courteous and charm- 
ing to the most junior 
employees of his newspaper. 
There was no one who did not 
adore him, though at times he 
made his bosses rather testy. 
Dorothy Schiff, the publisher of 
the jVe»' York Hast (who, before 
Rupert Murdoch took it over, 
had pretty well run it into the 
ground) ordered Murray to 


stop answering his mail after an 
irate reader sent her Murray’s 

reply. It read, “Dear Mr , 

I have no respect for the views 
of a man who reads this news- 
paper, considering that, if be 
saved his money for a week, he 
could buy a paperback copy of 
Proust. Yours sincerely.” 

Murray Kempton was the 
quiet sort of Damon Runyon 
figure; one could imagine tun, 


at the end of the bar, dispens- 
ing bitter truths with the re- 
flective, rueful air of the 
Episcopal bishop he felt he 
should have been. When Mur- 
ray went through one of his pe- 
riodic depressions, Murdoch, 
who is brutal but not insensitive, 
quietly reassigned his top crime 
reporter to tail him, just in 
case. (Murdoch did not win any 
hearts for his solicitude, as peo- 


were under frequent attack from 
the Germans and they tad some 
difficulty in preserving their se- 
cret identity. On one occasion 
they were loudly greeted in a 
cafe by an enthusias’tic young 
boyas“/tirmee clandestine". 

After the Allies landed in 
Normandy', this unit was busi- 
ly engaged in preventing the 
Germans from moving rein- 
forcements northwards and 
westwards. It has been esti- 
mated that they killed or 
wounded some 2500 German 
troops. But their own casualties 
were heavy. Another member 
of the Bo na partis: family serv- 
ing with them. Lieutenant 
Joachim Murat de Pomecorvo. 
was killed on 20 .July 1944. 
And Prince Napoleon was bad- 
ly wounded cm 25 August, the 


only one of a se\ en-man patrol 
to escape alive. Subsequently he 
was transferred to the Alpine 
Division with the rank of Lieu- 
tenant, using the more aristo- 
cratic pseudonym of Louis de 
Mention. He was decorated for 
his bravery. 

After 1945, he continued to 
five in Switzerland but he also 
lived in Paris (in the rue de Prcs- 
bourg), both he and the author- 
ities choosing lo ignore that this 
was illegal until 1950. when 
the 1886 law was repealed. He 
spent his time pursuing his 
business interests in French 
and Belgian .Africa, both before 
and after independence. He 
was prominent in motor- ra cine, 
being President of the .Assuci- 
ation Sportive del’Auioclubde 
France, and in winter sports. 


His main concern was to 
preserve the BotiapartftX her- 
itage. In ihis he was* proud and 
exacting man. as anyone at- 
tending the ceremony fqr the 
prince Imperial, who died fight- 
ing with the British army in the 
Zulu war in 3S79. could witness. 
Before 1939, with the historian 
Louis Hanoleaux. be had 
published a volume of corre- 
spondence received by Nap- 
oleon. He was a powerful figure 
in the various Napoleonic 
associations. 

The project of having the re- 
mains of Napoleon III. the 
Empress Eugenie and the 
Prince Imperial, brought back 
to France from the abbey in 
Farnborough. was one that was 
very dear to him. But where 
should thev gp? What role in the 



Shersby campaigning with his wife, Barbara, at the Uxbridge by-election in 1372. He retained the seat for the Conservatives last week 


Hugh Faulkner 


Hpffding was also a ren- 
owned teacher himself. He 
taught at the Royal Academy of 
Music in Copenhagen from 
1931 until 1955. for the last years 
as its director. His pupils read 
like a roll-call of the great and 
good in Danish music, from 
Vagn Holmboe to Per Nor- 
gard. who takes Holmboe ‘s 
place as the most noteworthy 
living Danish composer. 

By the time of his death his 
advanced age had kept the frail 
Hoffding from the forefront of 
musical fife in Denmark, and his 
music has slipped from sight. 
Thorough exploration of his 
large output (Bruhns'and Fogs 
catalogue records 1 10 works up 
till 1969) would reveal a pow- 
erful, witty, thoughtful - and 
profoundly human -composer. ! 

Martin Anderson 

Finn Hoffding, composer bom 
Copenhagen 10 March 1S99: mar- 
ried Aslaut Munck (died 1996): 1 
died Copenhagen 29 March 1997. , 


pie said it was working for him 
that made Murray want to kill 
himself.) In any case, Murray 
survived. He once riveted a 
dinner table that bad been dis- 
cussing Sylvia Plath with a 
lengthy recital of his failures in 
suicide. Tve tried gas - that’s 
do good. The pills didn’t work. 
Then there was the time . . 

He sounded quite cheerful 
about it, did Murray. 


The charitable sector is a rich 
seam in British society, un- 
mirrored by anything in the non- 
Anglo-Saxon world. Hugh 
Faulkner was central to the 
tradition. 

In particular, he put on the 
map older people, asthma, and 
ME. His long involvement with 
Help the Aged (of winch he was 
the founder, and director from 
1961 to 1983) brought concern 
about older people to the fore. 

Unconcerned with official 
favour, on the White Paper in 
19S0 he penned the rather 
percipient comment: ‘“Growing 
Older' is a complacent docu- 
ment there is no hope for 

any immediate improvement 
for today’s elderly." But he was 
not an armchair critic and his 
considerable energies went into 
running a very vigorous volun- 
tary organisation which became 
under his direction one of the 
“top ten" fund-raising charities 
with an annual income off 10m. 
His belief was that older peo- 
ple should be part of society, not 
marginalised in special institu- 
tions. and the work of Help 
the Aged put great emphasis 
on housing, transport and 
environmental services. 

Hugh Faulkner was bom into 
a modest family in Leicestershire 
who could not afford to support 
his passion for music. He even- 
tually qualified instead as a 
chartered secretary and went 
into administration and business, 
working from 1936-46 ja the ed- 
ucational administration of the 
Gty of Leicester and then with 
Church Brothers estate agents. 


His firmly hekJ moral views, 
which as a pacifist caused him 
problems in 1940, were central 
to his life and he was always 
committed to his country and its 
values. The 1940s and 1950s saw 
him working increasingly with 
a group of Christian business- 
men who took the view that a 
successful business should de- 
velop profits which could be ap- 
plied to charitable purposes. 
Within this context, be became 
the Honorary Director of Vol- 
untary and Christian Service in 
1954, and from this base other 
charitable interests developed. 

Not a man for retirement, at 
the age of 67 Faulkner became 
Director of the Asthma Re- 
search Council. He boosted its 
income five-fold, and built up 
the local network to over 150 
branches. Asthma sufferers 
have enjoyed scant sympathy 
and tolerance in the past, but his 
work has contributed to a bet- 
ter public understanding, and a 
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Faulkner: taskmaster 


flow of new research projects. 

Hugh Faulkner's wife. Anne, 
was associated with him in all his 
crusades, and it was through her 
suffering from Mvalgic En- 
cephalomyelitis (ME) that both 
of them look on this cause, 
founding the Persistent Virus 
Disease Research Association in 
1992 to support research into 
ME. Faulkner refused to accept 
the initial view that ME suffer- 
ers were somehow malingerers. 
ME is now recognised as a 
legitimate medical condition. 

Faulkner's Christian com- 
mitment was a vital pan of his 
life. Some of his colleagues 
might have felt that he was a 
workaholic - others that he 
was a relentless taskmaster. 
But he demanded nothing of 
others that be did not perform 
himself. If the centrepiece of his 
life was his work and identifi- 
cation with older people, his as- 
piration to secure ‘ - a more 
abundant life for older people" 
is one to which we can all sub- 
scribe. It is probably a more rel- 
evant vision today than when he 
formulated that view. 

Mervyn Kohler 

Hugh Branston Faulkner, char- 
ity administrator, bom Lutter- 
worth, Leicestershire 8 June 1916; 
Director, Help the Aged 1961-83; 
OBE 2980; Director, Asthma 
Research Council ami Asthma 
Society 1983-8S; Honorary Di- 
rector, Persistent Pints Disease 
Research Foundation 1992-97; 
married 1 954 Anne Carlton Mil- 
ner (one son, one daughter): 
died 6 April 1997 . .... . . , 


cercmonv would the President 
of the Republic play? These re- 
main difficult questions. But he 
was ahvavs proud of the fact 
that, when Hitler personally 
ordered the remains of 
Napoleon’s son. the Due de 
Reichstadt, to be returned to 
Paris in December 194ft and 
when this gesture was wel- 
comed by Marshal P6tain; he. 
the Prince, was serving in the 
French army in North Africa. 

Douglas Johnson 

Louis Jdrame Vktor-Envnarmd 
Leopold Marie Bonaparte, wartime 
rcsister and businessman: bam 
Brussels 23 January 1914; suc- 
ceeded 1926 as Prince Napoleon; 
married 1949 Atix de Faresui 
(two sons, two dauftfitcrs); died 
Prmigins. Switzerland 3 May 1997. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

THOMAS: On 15 April, 10 Barbara i qm 
McCrary} and nuw, a daughter, 
Sallic Jny, a sister for Ciara. 

DEATHS 

McGLASHAN: Dr AJan Fleming. MC, 
Cnsi* de Guerre (with Palm), died 
peacefully at home on 6 May, in his 
99ih year. Greatly beloved husband 
ofSa^Fua^ai the London Scot- 
tish Chapel of Si Columha. Pom 
Street. London SWl (Lennox Gar- 
dens Entrance), at 10.45am on 
Wednesday 14 May. Committal at 
Putney Vale, 12.lSnm. Flowers to 
Putney Vale. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
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Changing of the Guard 
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Birthdays 

Mr Richard Adams, author. 77: Mr 

Alan Be iinen, atfor and playwright. 

b3; Miss Candice Bergen, actress. Si; 
The Right Rev Cyril Bowles, assis- 
tant Bishop, diocese of Gloucester, 
81: Miss Sheila Burrell, actress, 75; 
Mr Vincent Cable MP. 54; Mr John 
Cook, consultant surgeon, 57; Lord 
Cooke of Thorndoo. former presi- 
dent, New Zealand Court or Appeal. 
7 1; Mr Teny Downes, boxer, 61: Mr 
Albert Finney, actor and director, 61; 
Mr Carlo Maria Giulini, conductor. 
83; Dr Douglas Guest, organist. 81; 
Sir Joshua Hassan QC. former chief 
rauusrer of Gibraltar. 82: Vice- 
Admiral Sir John Hayes, 84; Sir Ge- 
offrey Holland, Vice-Chancellor, 
Exeter University, 59: Miss Glenda 
Jackson MF. 61; Mr Billy Joel, singer, 
48; Mr Matthew Kelly, broadcaster, 
47; Ms Ruth Kelly MP. 29: Sir Fran- 
cis Kennedy, former diplomat. 71; 
General Sir Peterleng, former Mas- 
ter-General of the Ordnance, 72- 

Lort Uoyd of Berwick, a Lord 0 f Ap^ 
peal in Ordinary, 68; Mr Gavin 
LyaJI. author. 65; Sir John McDer- 
mott, a Lord Justice of Appeal, 
Northern Ireland. 7th Mias Geraldine 
McEtvaa, actress, 65; Professor Al- 
istair MacFarianc. former Principal 
and Vice-Chancellor, Heriot-Wan 
University, 66: Mr Brian McMasler, 
Director, Edinburgh Festival. 54; 
Sir Philip Mansfield, former diplo* 
maL 71: Dr Rcy Massey, organist and 


Master of the Choristers, Hereford 
Cathedral, 63; Mr Bill Olner ME 55; 
Sir David Plastow, chairman. Med- 
ical Research Cbancfl, 65; Mr Patrick 
Ryecart, actor, 45; Mr Malcolm 
Savidge MP, 51; Miss Joan Sims, ac- 
tress, 67; Admiral Sir Victor Smith, 
former chairman, Australian Chiefs 
of Staff Committee, 84: Ms Claire 
Ward MP, 25; Sir Nicholas Wilson, 
High Court judge, 52. 

Anniversaries 

Births: James Matthew Barrie, nov- 
elist and playwright, 1860. Deaths Jo- 
hann Christoph Friedrich von 
Schiller, poet and playwright, 1805. 
On this day: a fire broke out at the 
Empire Theatre, Edinburgh, lolling 
the Great Lafayette, SlusiooKt, nine 
of his company, a lion and a horse, 
191J. Today is the Feast Day of Si 
Beatus of Lungern. Si Beams of 
Vboddmc, St Geroatius of CeTvja and 
St Pachomius. Today is also lbe first 
day of the Muslim year AH 1418. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow nay be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins k London at 8-22 pm. 
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Mutual wills are not binding without dear agreement 


Goodchild v Goodchild; Court of 
Appeal (Lord Justice Lcggatt, 

Lord Justice Morritt and Lord 
Justice Phillips) 2 May 1977 

In the absence of evidence of a 
clear agreement between tes- 
tators to be bound not to 
change their intentions after the 
death of the first testator, wills 
made simultaneously and In 
similar terms were not mutual 
wills. The survivor was ac- 
cordingly entitled to dispose of 
his estate as he wished. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed the defendant's appeal 
against the award of £185,000 
to the first plaintiff under the 
Inheritance (Provision for Fam- 
ily and Dependants) Act 1975, 
and the plaintiffs* cross-appeal 
against the judge’s finding that 
the wills of the first plaintiffs 
deceased parents were not mu- 
tual wills binding upon his 
father after his mother's death. 

The first plaintiff was the sou 
of the testator and his first wife. 
They made simultaneous wills in 


similar form in favour of the first 
plaintiff. The first wife died in 
April 1991, and in August 1992 
the testator married again, and 
made a new will in favour of his 
second wife, the defendant He 
died a few months later. 

JJiC. Stiwtocks (Poole & Co. Minify 
for li w deferviartf; Jeremy Genian f Por- 
ter Dodson. Yeovil) for the plaintiffs. 

Lot d Justice Lcggatt said that 
it had been submitted for the 
plaintiff that it was sufficient for 
wills to be mutual to show a 
common understanding be- 
tween the two testators at the 
time of the wills. Jf neither tes- 
tator had given notice to the 
other thai they had withdrawn 
from the understanding, the 
obligation became a legal one 
upon the death of the first 
testator. 

However, for the doctrine of 
mutual wills to apply, there 
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must be a contract at law: see' 
In re Dale [1994} Ch 31. 

A key feature of mutual wills 
was the irrevocability of the mu- 
tual intentions. Not only must 
they be binding when made, but 
the testators must have under- 
taken, and so must be bound, 
not to change their intentions 
after the death of the first 
testator. 

The judge had declined to in- 
fer any agreement between the 
testators in the present case 
w;hich would prevent the sur- 
vivor from interfering with the 
succession. That was a conclu- 
sion to which he was entitled 
to come on the evidence. 
The plaintiffs' appeal would, 
accordingly, be dismissed 

On the cross-appeal it had 
been argued that no provision 
should have been made for the 
first plaintiff under Lhe 1975 .Act. 
It had been further uxgued that 


the judgment below showed 
confusion between the princi- 
ples of family provision and 
those relating to mutual wilts. 

His Lordship disagreed fun- 
damentally. When the court 
found that the testator had 
been guilty in all the circum- 
stances of a breach of moral 
obligation owed by a father to 
his child leaving the child in 
straitened financial circum- 
stances, the court must ensure 
that adequate provision was 
made for the child out of the 
estate, having regard to his 
need for maintenance and sup- 
port; see Bosch v Perpetual 
Trustee Co (1938] AC 463. 

w ! a ®- iQ the present 
case, the plainest possible ba- 
sis for concluding that, the 
wife s understanding of the ef- 
fect of the will she had made 
was such as to impose upon ihc 
husband a moral ohiia a t;.>„ 


once the first plaintiff's need for 
reasonable financial-provision 
was established, to devote lo 
him so much of her estate as 
would have coine to him had 
there been mu tual wills. 

The appraisal of all the cir- 
cumstances was essentially for. 
the trial judge. He had properly 
directed himselft and had not 
been shown to have erred in 
principle, or even to have 
reached a conclusion that was 
surprising or untoward. The 
sum awarded to the first plain- 
tiff could not be challenged. 

His Lordship reiterated the 
comments in. /ri re Cenvntry 
I19SG1 1 Ch 461 eboiu.the un- 
desirability of disspaling estates 
of modest size by pursuing ap- 
peals against sensible judg- 
ments at first, instance. The 
judgmeQt.in the present case 
was not only sensible: it' was 
unimpeachable- -The appeal 
arid the cross-appeal would be 
dismissed. 


moral obligation, Kate O’Hanlon, Uarrister 
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the leader page 


A lot of promise, Mr Blair, but how to deliver? 


A for the number i m . 

top three priori^ . pno r ,t >’' *he Law of Unmtendcd Consequences. As 
piedges, the sewn C m'i lilc ® ve new rainisiers start to translate election 
decent society, the lo-nnint ars of *!* pledges into the law of the land, theywill 
the people and the conlr ® cl with find that nothing is ever as simple as it 
centmy, the Chinei-stvi? .- lsl seemed on the hustings. 

Labour’s election camJ L u 0 J? C of Lake education, the “passion" and top 

met the reality of law-maic has ^ na ^- v l brec priorities of Mr Blair’s govem- 
“Enough of talkina 1 itk mcnr. basing out the assisted places 
do,” Tony Blair sauT as h L nOWl to sebeme is straightforward and right, but 
downing Street. And vesir- i. C t nlcrcd the savings to the public purse arc rcla- 
dedsions about the > Bill ' w hard tivelyminor.whileihemechanicsoflim- 
through parliament in mil 5 10 bc P ut iting infants’ class sizes are complex. How 
a half had to be taken Th * vear and wiU the extra funding for smaller classes 
as we reported yester’d™ be distributed to largely self-governing 
■dom of Information BiH thc Fixe " schools? How will the limit of 30 pupils 
ment announced hv ihJn pwst P one “ P er doss at ages five, six and seven be 
Information himself R>tru lr0 , f of enforced? What if it drains resources 
before the Cabinet met tn I r "ddsori. from pans of the education budget 
Independent passionately * hcro nced morc desperate? If 

simple measure, and Jv-ikS? 2. rhls ^ ll a* these questions theywill 
. . tvft file araii- not be trying to obstruct thc Labour mv- 




Sttl there ,s little purp^ *£££ 
protesting, srnce n ,s also true that other 
« '"deed more pressing 

n-iif tbC who,e ’ the list of more than 20 
Bills for next week's Queens Speech rep- 
resents a substantial welcome and deliv- 
erabk change of direction for thc coun- 
try. The Prime Minister and his Cabinet 
begin their administration surprisinclv 
well prepared, in the light of the wide- 
spread perception that thev were so 
focused on winning the election that they 
simply intended to busk it in the first 100 
days. However, one stature the new gov - 
ernment will not be able to repeal is the 


iting infants’ class sizes are complex. How 
will the extra funding for smaller classes 
be distributed to largely self-governing 
schools? How will thc limit of 30 pupils 
per class at ages five, six and seven be 
enforced? What if it drains resources 
from pans of the education budget 
where need is even more desperate? If 
civil servants ask these questions theywill 
not be trying to obstruct thc Labour gov- 
ernment, but drawing attention to pos- 
sible unplanned effects of manifesto 
promises. 

It is thc same with thc National 
Health Service, subject of another Bill. 
Getting rid of some of the unnecessoiy 
paperwork of the internal market is 
unlikely to be easy, or to produce sav- 
ings of £100m a year. Meanwhile, the 
eye-catching promises on waiting lists for 
cancer treatment, including abolishing 
waits ahogelher for breast cancer, may 
again have thc unintended consequence 
of diverting resources from areas of even 
greater need. 

It is the same again with the plan to 
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take a q uarte r-of-a-million people off the 
dole and into, well not work as such, but 
schemes. Green schemes. Volunteer 
schemes. Training schemes. During thc 
election campaign there was much 
cloudiness about the shortage of young 
unemployed to go on these schemes, and 
about how* far die long-term unemployed 
and lone mothers would be part of them. 

The welfare-to-work programme is 
perhaps the key to the new programme, 
because its grander ambitions have been 
expressed in terms of tackling the 
£100bn-a-year ’’welfare budget”, which 
absorbs one-third of all public spending. 
This is the golden goose that will provide 


the resources for a long-term increase in 
spending on education. 

But how? It is a large question, and 
so far Mr Biair's answer to it appears to 
bc: Frank Field. Now. Mr Field is a man 
(o be heid in high respect and admira- 
tion; but he, too, suffers not a little from 
the politician's conventional dislocation 
between rhetoric and reality. Despite his 
reputation as a freethinker and radical 
moralist, he is also a soundbite man. 
They ore good soundbites, about the 
need to end dependency, about the 
incentive to fraud in the benefit system, 
about reform of pensions. But, last 
October, he unveiled a blueprint for a 


pensions revolution which failed to iive 
up to the advance billing. In effect, he 
proposed that those on more than aver- 
age earning? of £18^00 ayear should pay 
more in compulsory contributions to a 
state-guaranteed pension fund. He and 
Harriet Hannan, Secretary of State for 
Social Security, wifi have to come up with 
a great deal better than this, and that will 
be mare difficult in government than out. 

Without some kind -of breakthrough 
in this area, Labour's programme runs 
the risk of being more prosaic and mod- 
est than Mr Blair would really like. 
Again, we should not protest too much. 
Many of the measures in the Queen’s 
Speech will make an important and 
immediate difference to people’s lives - 
unintended consequences or no. The 
national minimum wage. Halving the 
five-month wait for sentencing persistent 
young offenders. The right to trade 
union recognition. A parliament for 
Scotland, assembly for Wales, open 
funding for political parties, an end to 
hereditary peers and the beginning of an 
independent Bank of England 

But the size of last week's landslide 
cannot help but raise expectations. 
There is a buzz in the air, a feeling that 
the country did not expect the outcome, 
but nevertheless feels pleased with what 
it has done. That is partly because 
Mr Blair has wisely avoided arty tint of 
triumphalism, and talked of service and 
humility instead But, alongside his cau- 
tious injunction not to “promise what we 


Caruiot deliver**, he has also pledged to 
cfetiver “the most radical overhaul of our 
education system since World WkrTwo”. 
Which is it to be? The rhetoric of 
restraint, but radicalism in action? We 
must hope so. We must hope that 
Mr Blair maintains a quietly confident 
demeanour that does not promise too 
much, and delivers somewhat more. If 
he succeeds, he has every prospect of 
carrying the country with' him through 
the inevitable mistakes and reverses of 
the next year or two. 

Cherie’s on 
the case 

a art reporting is not what it used to 
2 . A packed press bench seemed to 
have some difficulty yesterday following 
the details of an Appeal Court case. St 
Helens borough council wants to strike 
out an industrial trib unal ruling that the 
terms of employment at a special school 
had been changed unlawfully when it was 
taken over from the county council. “The 
consequences of the decision are noth- 
ing short of horrendous,'’ said counsel for 
St Helens. But did the assembled hacks 
report her argument? They did not. They 
were more interested in describing what 
she was wearing and what she ate for 
lunch. Congratulations to Cherie Booth 
QC for getting on with her job. 
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Where is the 
freedom we 
« voted for? 

Sir: It is complete nonsense to 
suggest that a Freedom of 
Information Bill could not be ready 
in lime for the first session of the 
new Parliament If Gordon Brown 
believes that legislation could be 
ready to change the status of the 
Bank of England, an event that, 
unlike thc Freedom of Information 
Act, has not, as far as the public is 
aware, been many years in the 
preparation, then so could this 
legislation. 

Many of us, in the absence of 
proposed policies and measures, 
would like to feel that the new 
government is intending to be true 
to the spirit of its pre-election 
utterances. These include those of 
Tony Blair, quoted by Maurice 
FrankeJ in his admirable letter (8 
May). We need a change of culture, 
and we need some real democracy. 

What have we seen in the first 
week of the new government? 

Quite the opposite. The clear 
message that the Parliamentary 
party will be controlled from the ( 
" centre, and that one of the most j 
important moves towards 
democracy is to be deferred. Is this 
really what the electorate, in 
particular the hard-working 
members of local constituency 
parties, really voted for? 

JULIET SOLOMON 
London 1410 

Sin Maurice Frankel (letter, 8 
May) is quite right to draw 
attention to the need for a 
commitment in the Queen’s 
Speech to legislation which clearly 
signals a change in the way politics 
is conducted in this country. 

There is an alternative starting 

point to a Freedom of Information 
Act however. The Government 
could give a commitment to 
incorporation of the European 
Convention on Human Rights. This 
international human rights treaty, 
written by British civil servants and 
ratified 40 years ago by the British 
government but never brought into 
British law, would protect many 
other rights in addition to the right 

to know. Article 10 of the 
Convention gives us the right to 
receive and impart information and 
ideas withoul interferen«with 
public authority", and is backed by 
a substantial body of case law m 
• favour of freedom of information. 

But the ECHR also gives us the 
right to privacy, to a 
freedom to practise one s religion, 
and the right to freedom of 
peaceful assembly and association. 

It is not a perfect document, and 
we would require at a later stage a 

point from which to develop ifowe 

legislation - and astandardagamst 

which to measure 

our new government- Commitment 

SSKKSr : 

Director. Charteroo 

London EC-1 , 



than Labour spin-doctrine: the 
honest and open presentation of 
government m power. 

Why have they caved in so soon? 
Is maintaining the supremacy of 
the Stalinist tendency more 
important than reforming the way 
government serves the people? 
SARA CLAJRKE 
High Peak, Derbyshire 
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Sir Freedom of information Mid 

^^ernmentf^wtiunthe 
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The people decide 
how to elect MPs 

Sin Many Labour MPs, new and 
old, are grateful to the The 
Independent for reminding us that 
electoral ref or m is an essential 
catalyst for a new political 
settlement foe this conhtiy. 

Labour in government will work 
for a one-nation society. But a one- 
nation voting systemwhich gives 
seats broadly in fine with votes cast is 
-stni on our political agenda despite 
and because of labour’s landslide. 

In arguing forchange^'we cannot 
nowbe accused of defeatism. . . 

At the first meeting of the .* 
Parliamentary Labour Party, Tbny 
’Blah- r emind ed us that politicians 
are the servants not the masters. 
That is why the people will decide 
in a voting referendum how they 
elect MPS. We l ook forward to new 
voting systems for the 1999 
European elections and to electing 
the Welsh Assembly and the 
Scottish Parfiamexit after successful 
referendums to see them 
established. 

A Labour government wifi set up 
a Commission to decide the best 
system ofproportional voting for 
Britain. This will heed to maintain 
the link between constituency and 
member of Parliament and ensure 
that disproportionate power is not 


wielded by small parties. But the 
debate about the voting system for 
the Commons in the next century 
will continue. 

RICHARD BURDEN MP 
(Birmingham Northfield, Lab) 
Chair, Labour Campaign for 
Electoral Reform 
Redland, Bristol 

Sin Under PR everyone gets 
something they voted for, as 
opposed to one set of voters getting 
the lot and everyone else getting 
nothing. Policies would be based on 
compromise and co-operation. 
These are values we encourage in 
other areas of our lives -why should 
they not apply also to politics? 
ANTHONY BITTAN 
BexhiS, East Sussex 

Sin John Diamond (letter, 7 May) 
says that 44.4 per cent of the voters 
have the government they voted 
for, but it would be interesting to 
know how many of these voters had 
read the Labour Party manifesto. 
How many were in fact tactical 
voters who chose Labour as the 
best means of unseating a 
Conservative? Exactly how many 
people have got the kmd of 


. Calculation othow many seats 
Labourand the rest would have 
obtained under PR ignores the feet 
that the parties as weknow them 
. would not have existed under PR. 
Both Labour and the Conservatives 
would have Jong ago split and we 
would by now have four or five 
largish parties and afew fringe ones. 

We have to accept that very few 
voters wiU get exactly what they want 


from any political party. It is more 
important to have a government 
whose policies can be supported, in 
general, by a majority of voters. 

GF STEELE 
Ipswich 

Sin One of the main reasons for 
introducing proportional 
representation is to bring some 
measure of honesty into our 
electoral process. 

Parties have to trim iheirpotides 
to appeal to swing voters in 
marginal constituencies. This is a 
narrow, unrepresentative sample of 
the population but no party is 
electable without its support. This 
is profoundly corrupting; both 
manifestos were trimmed to fit the 
party spin doctors' conception of 
what this small group of people 
wanted to hear. 

PETER CERESOLE 
London SW14 


Living in hope 

Sin Hazel Read (Letters, 7 May) 
has been luckier than me. Having 
had both grandfathers displaying 
Gladstone’s portrait in their 
cottage sitting-rooms, a father who 
always acted as Liberal agent in our 
North Dorset village, and reputed 
myself to have said at an early age, 
“Me no Toiy”, I have never voted 
for a successful candidate, though 
this time, in my ninetieth year, we 
came a very creditable second 
But the ught still shines. Long 
live Paddy. 

ARTHUR HARCOURT 
Royston, Hertfordshire 


American ways to 
fund universities 

Sir: In your report (1 May) on the 
university President Clinton's 
daughter is assumed to be 
attending this autumn, Stanford is 
referred as thc “most expensive in 
the US”, suggesting that it is a 
rich kid’s university. 

This is untrue; the cost of a 
fully paid undergraduate 
education at Stanford is of the 
same order as that at Harvard, 
Princeton, Yale or Caltech and 
merely reflects the true cost of a 

f ood degree. It is unfair, because 
tanford is among the last few so- 
called need-blind universities, 
once a large group. 

It admits its undergraduates 
without regard to the ability of 
the student or the parents to pay. 
After acceptance, the Admissions 
Office prepares a full four-year 
budget including tuition, room, 
board, travel home, books etc. 
and matches it against the ability 
to pay. Any shortfall the 
university makes good through a 
variety of sources: loans, work 
study and direct grants from its 
own funds. 

Not surprisingly, the economic 
profile of its students and their - 
parents is virtually identical with 
that of the University of 
California and other state 
universities. 

T7EERD H VAN ANDEL 
Cambridge 

The writer is Loel Professor of Earth 
Sciences (emeritus). Stanford 
University 
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‘Fingers’ may not 
save porpoises 

Sir. Your article “Noise to save • 
porpoises’ lives" (28 April) highlights 
the problem of harbour porpoise 
deaths in fishing nets that seems to 
be growing in the seas around 
Britain. The scale of the catches 
identified suggests that this is putting 
the survival of our porpoises at ride 

White research into potential 
solutions is to be welcomed, trials 
with noise-emitting “ptngers" have 
produced very mired results, and 
numerous uncertainties among 
scientists suggest that they are 
unlikely to provide the whole answer. 

More importantly, this work does 
not address the needs of the 
porpoises new. Several international 
homes have called for urgent action 
to address this issue and die last 
government made commitments to 
protect this vulnerable spedes, 
including in its own Biodiversity 
Action Plan. Al the very least, 

^^^^Should be inMcluced to 
reduce catches of porpoises where 
they are most at risk and to moni tor 
the problem so that long-term 
solutions can be found. 

ALIRGSS 

Whale and Dolphin Conservation 

Society 

Bath 


Masonic defeat 

Sir. One benefit for all of us, arising 
from the sudden influx of ladies 
into the Commons may have been 
overlooked: a dilution in thc 
influence of that genteel mafia, the 
Freemasons. 

PETER HILL 

Tanworth-in-Arden, Warwickshire 


Lawbreakers 
on the roads 

Sin With reference to Jonathan 
Youens's comments on cyclists 
breaking the law (Letters, 6 May), 1 
have been cycling through the 
Medway Towns for 30 years. In that 
time the number of sets of traffic 
lights on a six-mile stretch has 
multiplied from two to 17 and one- 
way systems take us on longer, 
hillier routes than we used to use. 

AH these changes are for the 
convenience of the drivers of 
polluting monsters which directly 
kfll about 3,000 people per year and 
who knows how many indirectly by 
their fumes. A new tunnel has just 
been opened under the River 
Medway to knock a couple of miles 
off some journeys. Pedestrians and 
cyclists are barred from this facility, 
which is for motor vehicles only. 

Can Jonathan Youens really 
blame me if I sometimes lose 
patience and jump a red tigh t or cut 
through the pedestrian precinct to 
avoid a long detour? 

The Rev ROGER KNIGHT 
Rochester, Kent 

Sir Jonathan Youens seems to 
believe that “infringing the law 
and the rules of common courtesy" 
is the sole preserve of cyclists. 

In truth, a day does not go by 
when motorists of all ages do not 
consider the public footpath to be a 
car park. And perhaps routine 
exceeding of speed limits by 
motorists is the “greater disrespect 
for the law”- that Mr Youens 
refers to as the consequence of 
failing to educate our children 
properly? 

LES TELFORD 
Flitwick, Bedfordshire 

Sir I was pleased by the call for a 
ban on the use of mobile phones 
whilst driving a car (report, J May ). 
However, one wonders who will 
enforce this ban, since our 
overstressed police cannot control 
many other car driving offences 
such as defective headlights and the 
current trend to ignore the law 
requiring the use of seat belts. 

The majority of passengers in the 
rear do not “clunk-dick". I am 
horrified to witness young children 
standing between the front seats 
ready to be catapulted through the 
windscreen in the event of a crash. A 
growing number of front passengers 
and young drivers ignore the law. 

Can we not find an alternative 
Jaw-enforcing agency to ensure that 
these laws are obeyed ? 

DAVID RDOMBEY 
Sutton, Surrey 


Too many jailed 

Sir Michael Phillips (Letters, 6 
May) asks me to say how far prison 
overcrowding is due to more 
people committing imprisonable 
offences. Between 1992 and 1995 
the number of people sentenced 
for indictable offences fell by 7 per 
cent, but the proportion given 
prison sentences rose from 15 to 20 
per cent and in Crown Courts from 
44 to 56 per cent. The sharply rising 
prison population does not 
therefore result from more 
offenders appearing before the 
courts but from harsher sentencing. 
PAUL C AVADIN O 
Chair. Penal Affairs Consortium 
London SW9 


End of politics 

Sir. Take the politics out of 
monetary policy? Great! 

Now for education, health, 
law-enforcement... 

FRANCIS ROADS 
London E1S 
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It’s Cook’s 


tour, says 
Robin 

The new Foreign Secretary travelled to Paris 
and Bonn in unaccustomed style, but he quickly 
found the right notes to strike with his opposite 
numbers, writes Donald Macintrye, who 
accompanied him on his journey 


I t was Douglas Henderson, the 
new Minister of State for 
Europe, who summed it up. As 
the RAF BaE 146 touched down 
at Paris's Villacoublay military 
airport after an in-flight breakfast of 
bacon, omelette, hot rolls and - of 
course - Fortnura and Mason mar- 
malade. the one-time engineering 
apprentice and trade union official 
from Fife surveyed the scene, starched 
napkins, silver cutlery and all. and 
declared: "Well, it bears flying 
Britannia to Tenerife." 

You still feel that Henderson - a 
smart man who. in the 72 hours since 
he was appointed to join his boss 
Robin Cook at the Foreign Office on 
Sunday, has learnt more about the EU 
than most of us learn in a lifetime - 
thinks he will suddenly wake up and 
find it’s all a dream. He knows this is 
a serious job - coveted before the elec- 
tion by Peter Mandelsoo, no less. But 
now, standing in the sumptuous tapes- 
tried solemnity of the Quai D’Orsay (at 
the steps of which the French lay on not 
just a red carpet, but a 14-strong sabre- 
brandishing guard of honour, splendid 
in gold braid and kepis, formed by the 
elite Garde Republicame), he just can't 
stop himself breaking out in a grin or 
a wink. 

It’s partly, of course, that the trap- 
pings of power pass so swiftly and con- 
spicuously from vanquished to victors 
in the British system. It’s not just the 
hushed, respectful tones of tne RAF 
personnel who carry the bags at 
Northolt, or the blue, armoured 
embassy Rolls Royce in which the new 
Foreign Secretary sweeps through 
Bonn (Henderson having to make do 
with a mere Jaguar) or the company of 


some of the keenest brains in White- 
hall, like Paul Lever, the FCO’s deputy 
secretary for Europe, and Jeremy 
Greens took, the political director. It's 
alko that everyone wants to hear what 
you say and know what you think. 

Nigel Scheinwald, the Foreign 
Office's head of news, strains to hear 
what Cook is saying to a handful of 
journalists above the roar of the 146’s 
jet engines: after all. this will be the 
New Line, distributed to dozens of 
news-hungry British embassies, to the 
world's press, to foreign governments. 
After less than a week the Line is still 
emerging. That’s the peculiar thrill of 
a new government. Every remark the 
Secretary of State makes, every nuance, 
almost every raised eyebrow, helps the 
eager officials first to grasp what the 
line will be, and then, with clinical effi- 
ciency, to ensure that It prevails. They 
are too professional to say so, but it’s 
a Line they actually want to bear. 
Being nice to foreigners from time to 
time makes quite a change. 

And this was very much - as the For- 
eign Secretary himself could not resist 
calling it - Cook’s tour. Unlike Hen- 
derson. Cook has had almost three 
years io prepare for this moment. 
(Though even he momentarily forgot 
how much has changed: during a meet- 
ing with Herv£ Le Charette, the french 
Foreign Minister, who chain-smoked 
his way through a working lunch with 
his new counterpart, of lobster, lamb, 
red fruits and ice cream. Cook referred 
to what “Labour”, rather than The 
Government, would do). 

Like Gordon Brown, with his deri- 
sion on autonomy for the Bank of Eng- 
land, Cook hit the ground running, say- 
ing that Britain would sign up to the 


The Inside Story of Blair’s Campaign 



The book has been written by The 
Mirror’s John Williams, who spent 
every minute of the election campaign 
on the road with Tony Blair and his 
entourage. The stunning pictures are 
by Tom Stoddart, the official photo- 
grapher who was at Blair’s side 
throughout the marathon campaign. 

Between them, Williams and Stoddart 
present a ctose-up picture of Tony 
Blairs Battle for Britain ’97 that will 
fascinate everyone who reads it. 


The drama, the crises, the elation, the 
lunacy and the fun are all here, right 
from the start of the campaign to the 
moment of truth when the result was 
announced. It is the story' of the election 
campaign that the public did not see. 

The 128-page hardback book is due to 
be released by Bookman Publishers on 
May 1$ at £12.99. But Mirror readers 
can order their copy now for the amazing 
pre-publication price of £9.99 including 
post and packing. 


PHONE YOUR ORDER (with credit card deters) to 01582 842112 
or FAX (with credit card detnb) to 01582 842113 



Welcome to Kinkefs place: the Foreign Secretary will be looking for Cook's Diner to return the favour 


Social Chapter at next month's Inter- 
governmental conference in Amster- 
dam. The move reverberated instantly 
through Europe. And it set a wholly 
new tone, first for Cook’s trip this week, 
and second for the talks about the IGC 
which Tboy Blair will have in London 
today with Wim Kok, the Dutch pre- 
mier and holder of the EU Presidency. 

There was also a modest stroke of 
good luck: Klaus Kinkel was not back 
from Egypt until Wednesday after- 
noon so Cook could go to Paris in the 
morning -making quite a lot of the fact 
when he goi there that it was the first 
foreign country he had visited since the 
election - without offending Kinkel by 
going to Bonn second. 

Just to make sure, when the talks 
began over asparagus, beef and wine 
with the German Foreign Minister at 
the coincidentally named Kinkel- 
Stuben restaurant, the Foreign Secre- 
tary promised to find a Cook’s Restau- 
rant for Kinkel to visit in London. This 
was not, perhaps, the greatest joke in 
the history of British diplomacy. But it 
seemed to break the ice. One German 
official sought out a senior British 
diplomat to say how impressed he had 
been not only by Cook's mastery of his 
brief but by his sense of humour. The 
talks produced one startling discovery. 
Kinkel appeared distinctly uncertain 
about the intricacies of the quoia- 
h opping row over fishing. Was it pos- 
sible that Tory ministers had not been 
quite as angry about Lhe issue in private 
as they were in public? Cook made 
nothing of this, of course. Instead, in 
a TV interview he neatly turned the 
Tories’ "puppet Blair" campaign poster 


to the advantage of future Anglo- 
German relations. “It was,” he said 
magisterially, “quite inappropriate to 
the head of another government.” 

Another good omen was the extra- 
ordinary impact the Labour victory has 
had on French, and to an extent, Ger- 
man politics. In France there was 
extensive coverage of last Thursday s 
election with the newspaper Liberation 
carrying 24 pages, edited in London. 
The event has become an issue in the 
French elections, with the right claim- 
ing that Blair won because he moved 


4 Every politician 
in France wants 
to be Tony Blair? 


his Rany away from the left, and the 
socialists claiming that it showed that 
the left can win. "Every politician in 
France wants to be Tony Blair,” a 
French TV journalist told Cook in 
Paris. “Everyone wants to be Tony 
Blair,” Cook replied. 

Lionel Jospin, the French socialist 
leader, in his private talks with Cook 
in cramped offices in the rue De Vau- 
girard (offices which are more Trans- 
port House than Millbonk), wanted to 
know all about New Labour and was 
gripped by the conquest of the centre 
ground - though unlike Blair he has the 
disadvantage of competition from the 
communists on the left. 

For Oskar Lafontaine, chairman of 


Lhe German SDP, who greeted Cook 
with an enormous bear hug, the Blair 
victory has not been an unmixed bless- 
ing. The British party were shown a 
newspaper headline quoting Gerhard 
Schroder, Lafontaine's popular, for- 
midable and modernising rival, saying 
that he was the Tboy Blair of the Ger- 
man left. If Cook, as a possible left- 
wing challenger to Blair after John 
Smith’s death, felt a sneaking twinge of 
sympathy, he certainly wasn't letting on. 

A clear New Labour strategy 
towards Europe is starting to emerge. 
Aside from his opposition to the single 
currency. Cook is a Euro-pragmatist 
rather than a Euro-sceptic. Any disap- 
pointment in Paris and Bonn about 
Britain's reluctance to join the single 
currency in the first wave was offset by 
Cook's clear promise not to obstruct its 
formation during our Presidency in the 
first half of 1998. It's true that the 
increasingly Europhobic tone adopted 
by both the main parties in the run-up 
to the election reflected, and perhaps 
contributed to. a mood of public sus- 
picion about Europe. That mood was 
fuelled by' The Sun, Labour's powerful 
new ally from the nationalistic right. 

That mood, Cook appears to believe, 
could change quickly if Britain is seen 
to secure even quite modest successes 
in Europe without giving ground on 
issues like borders or foreign policy. 
Even 7ht? Sun . which has had to per- 
form a somersault roughly equivalent 
to that of the communist Dairy Worker 
in the wake of the Nazi-Soviet pact, was 
curiously muted last Monday about the 
decision to go ahead and sign the 
Social Chapter. Is it so unimaginable 


that we could see headlines in 
it like “Blair pulls off deal for 

Britain”? . 

Cook’s strength is that he 
has a persuasive story to tell 
about the forthcoming IGC 
which, belies the Tories’ pre- 
election Thetoric about the sur- 
renders being prepared by 
Labour. He was, by all 
accounts, impressively robust 
in his talks with Kinkel and Le 
Charette about Britain’s insis- 
tence on maintaining border 
controls, on keeping the EU £1’ 
out of defence, and on the 
dangers that so-called “flexi- 
bility” proposals could lead to 
an inner cabal, its nucleus- 
formed by the countries which 
join EMU. On this last - and 
potentially still one of the most 
difficult subjects for Amster-. 
dam - Cook was dean such 
flexibility shouldn’t apply to the 
main economic areas of the 
EU or to foreign policy. And it 
should only apply in areas like 
immig ration and justice if all 15 
states agreed and probably 
more than half - perhaps 10 - 
agreed to take part. And he 
argues that Britain is much 
likelier to get its way on all this, 
if it doesn't make a virtue out 
of challenging every single 
other proposal Cook is careful 
not to promise a successful 
outcome: “By not fighting 
needless battles,” he says, “we 
will be able to focus energies 
on the battles we must win.” 

But he is also careful to 
stress that in several, if not aU, 
of the areas in which Britain is . 
prepared to reach agreement, (j 
she has a specific interest in 
doing so. The Social Chapter is 
being signed, he says, not to be 
nice to Europe, but because 
British workers should have the 
rights embodied in it. On the 
Reuters European Parliament he even 
seemed to be baffled why the 
Tory sceptics oppose the new powers he 
and Blair are ready to concede. So far 
from being an iategratiomst move, be 
says, it will help Strasbourg to impose 
a “democratic check” on the ElFs 
other institutions. It’s “totally weird” of 
the Tories to oppose ending the veto on 
anti-fraud measures when it simply 
means that a fraudulent country can. 
avoid penalties. And so on. 

It’s almost impossible to underesti- 
mate the impact of this, change in lan- 
guage. Particularly since there are 
growing signs - evident in Cook’s talks 
with Kinkel this week - that the Ger- 
mans are now anxious to get through 
the IGC with the minimum of fuss m 
order to clear the decks for EMU. To 
be sure of this change of public mood, 
the government needs to make head- 
way on lifting the beef ban - which it (t. 
has always held up as the most cata- 
stropbic failure of government policy. 

Ctoofc shows every sign of knowing 
this; but he is guarded It will, he says, 
need time. A sure sign of the new 
alignment is that the Italians have 
started complaining vociferously to 
London about ail this talk of France, 
Germany and Britain as the “big three” 
of Europe. It seems increasingly likely 
that the public mood could start chang- 
ing faster than looked possible before 
the election, as a result of a successful, 
and relatively non-in tegratinnkt, IGC. 
Britain remains hostile to grand inte- 
gr alienist designs. And so do Cook and 
Blair. But real leadership in Europe 
would be a novel and attractive 
prospect. It could even make some 
Tories wonder if they have really been 
fighting the wrong battles. 


Cheer up, it’s National Eternal Verities Day 


I n this age of change, as 
we sweep towards the 
21st century and a world 
of Internet and computers, 
and away from the simple 
verities of the 20th century 
like world wars and 
genocide. I find that many 
people feel they have 
nothing safe and sure left to 
hold on to. 

Here, for instance, is a 
letter from a reader which 
says: “Dear Mr Kingian, l 
can sense that, beneath the 
trendy flash and modish 
references of your column, 
you are as much of an arch- 
conscrvative as I am. Could 
you comfort readers like me 
by providing us with a list of 
things that never change 
and which we can keep in 
mind, especially those of us 
who have been recently 
saddened or sidelined by 
progress?" 

Willingly, Mr Portillo. 
Here is a short selection of 
the many things which 
never change in daily life, 
and which we can always 
cling to. 

1. Large posters for films 
which tell you everything 
you need to know about the 
people involved (“Music 
' orchestrated by William 
Prankster from an idea by 


Carl J Krieger”) but nothing 
about the film itself except 
one of (hose meaningless 
cliche slogans: "One of 
them had to die. Each 
thought it was the other. 
Both were wrong ...” 

Z Boxes of safety 
matches which lie around 
the house untouched until, 
when you finally come to 
use them, you find they arc 
no good, either because 
somebody has filled them 
entirely with used matches, 
or because the striking 
surface has gone too damp 
to provide friction, or 
because the heads of the 
matches are so old they fall 
off on contact. 

3. Tiny sticky labels on 
French apples saying 
“French apple". 

4. Birthday cards which 
specify who they are for. as 
in "The Best of Birthdays to 
my dearest Great-Aunt". 

5. Large, deep puddles 
which form in filling 
■stations after five minutes 
of rain in such a place that 
you never notice them until 
you gel out of your car 3nd 
find yourself standing in one 
of them. 

6. Orange, red and blue 
posters standing on sticks in 
the middle of fields urging 



Miles 

Kington 


you to vote for people 
called Foster, Chester or 
Blister in an election which 
took place months ago. 

7. People who 
automatically pronounce 
"picturesque” as “picture- 
skew” even though they 
long ago gave up expecting 
people to laugh at it. 

8. "You are here” patches 
on town maps and tube 
maps, tourist maps and 
street maps, which are 
totally wom away and made 
illegible because many 
people cannot read public 
maps without putting their 
finger nn the place marked 
“You are here" and tracing 
their route manually. 


while to work out wha 
product being advertis 
and a lot longer to wo. 
the connection. 

10. Weather forecas 
which are so versatile 
their predictions chat 
whatever happens see: 
have been covered in I 
forecast, suggesting pt 
that meteorology and 
astrology are not so fa 
apart as some of us mi 
think. 


II. VCR machines which, 
when you come to use them 
for timing a TV recording, 
are showing nothing but a 
flickering screen because 
there has been some recent 
electrical power cut. which 
means you now- have to set 
the clock and date again, 
which means getting out the 
Instructions for the 
machine, wherever they 
are ... 7 


12, The piece of card you 
normally put under the 
shortest leg of your kitchen 
table and which someone 
has thrown away because it 
didn’t look as if it were 
needed. 

. P* Cellophane skins 
tightly wrapped round new 
tapes, cigarette packets, etc 


which look as if they will 
need a slight tug to remove 
but which are in fact 
designed to repel all but the 
fiercest onslaught with 
scissors, knife and gun. 

14. Serial stories in the 

press which feature 
someone called "Little 
Lucille” or “Youiig Wesley" 
in such headlines as “Little 
Lucille Still in Danger” or 
“No Sign, of Young Wesley” 
and which mean nothing at 
all to you if you happen to 
have missed the first . . 
episode. _ 

15. Days wfcach are 
designated National Days, 
as in National Smile Day, 
National Limerick Day or 
National Correct Signalling 
Day, though the only sign of 
this is someone on Radio 4’s 
Today programing saying, 
“Well, today of course is 
National Smile Day, so 
cheer up, James,” winch is 
the last reference to it you 
get for the rest of the day. ■ 

16. Snooker, the annual 
world championship of 
which seems to come round 
every three mouths and to 
last two-and-a-half months. . 

A much fuller list of 
slightly irritating things which 
never change can be found in 
your daily paper 
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The well of 


^nicism 
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We had almost 
forgotten what 
politics is for ...it is 
there to change 
things, says 
Andrew Marr 
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w Tony Blair 
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-- — -~vuwu, luuy oiair 
dismissed talk of a ‘•first hun- 
. . drpd days" of frantic activity by 
which his administration could be 
judged. Natural caution, no doubt- 
but the first hundred-plus hours have 
been extraordinary enough. What- 
ever disappointments lie ahead, no 
one can now say that Labour has 
aune into government without the 
ideas or energy needed for success. 

Among the welter of interviews, 
promises, bills being prepared and 
appointments announced, there is 
already a theme emerging. It could be 
called the politics of executive power. 
A disciplined centralism not seen in 
Whitehall outside wartime is briskly 
unveiled. New Labour MPs. with 
freshly crumpled Underground maps 
to hand, are ordered to abstain from 
strong drink, sexual congress and 
political talk of all kinds. 

Tbe key promises of the manifesto 
are quickly prioritised. Bills are 
ordered up with a sense of urgency we 
haven't seen for years. Knuckle- 
cracking civil servants, grinning with 
trepidation, are told what is what; and 
find their new masters more forceful 
and confident than they’d expected. 

The Governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land is bundled early out of bed and 
frogmarched by a team of beetle- 
browed former journalists from the 
Financial Times to be handed 
Britain's interest rate policy by Gor- 
don Brown. Across the Channel, 
meanwhile, Robin Cook is kissed, 
despite his bristles, by numerous 
smooth Frenchmen and then heartily 
palpated by Germans. 

Press officers in departments 
across London are told to clear every 
announcement with Alastair Camp- 
bell. Journalists are warned that the 
days of basted quails and lemony 
Sancerre with young ministers are 
over. A V-formation of despatch rid- 
ers roars down the MaD to inform the 
Queen that, from now on, permission 
to leave her private apartments will 
have to be obtained in writing from 
the office of Peter Mandelson. 

Well, I exaggerate a little. But the 
self-confidence and purposefulness of 
the New Labour leadership is remark- 
able, surprising and admirable. 

Of the changed ministerial briefs, 
most arc encouraging. For example, 
Donald Dewar is the right mao to 
cany forward Scottish devolution 
and Nick Brown will make a formi- 
dable Chief Whip, with just the 
right mix of geniality and brutality. 
Though Chris Smith will be disap- 
pointed not be given Health, he is 
the right man for the Department of 
National Heritage - which he should 
quickly rename the Ministry of Cul- 
ture - and has a very good team 
there. They can make more of a dif- 
ference to the country's mood than 
perhaps they yet realise. Overall, my 
impression is of a Government 
which is less doughy and more Inter- 


esting than we could have hoped for. 

Things will not cany on as blithely 
as this. Events and political entropy 
will take their toll. It may be sensible, 
but I do not believe the control being 
attempted by Number 10 will be sus- 
tainable. It isn't compatible with Par- 
liamentary politics; Government is 
too big, and there are too many big 
egos involved. More important arc 
the big political and even philosoph- 
ical issues still to be resolved by New 
Labour. As hard choices are made, 
the coalition of assent created by Blair 
in opposition will begin to fracture. 
It will not be possible to cany through 
radical pensions reform without extra 
resources. It will not be possible to 
make enough of a difference in the 
Health Service or education without 
diverting funds or finding new money. 

Yet any lax increases in the com- 
ing Budget, whether from council tax, 
VAT allowances or inheritance tax , 
will anger parts of the Middle Eng- 
land New Labour has so assiduously 
wooed. WelL some enemies haw to 
be made. Blair might reflect, perhaps, 
that he won his landslide more 
because the Tory voters stayed at 
home than because of an army of 
Home Counties converts; and that he 
will be forgiven some extra taxation 

- so long as it is not extreme - if he 
shows a clear sense of direction and 
political purpose. What is intolerable 
is squandered taxation. 

On the other big choice con- 
fronting Labour, whether to be rad- 
ical/refonnist, or conservative/cen- 
tralist. the early evidence is mixed. 
There are the already cited central- 
ising tendencies inside Government. 
If those hardened into an obsessive 
“control freak” culture, then we oouid 
suddenly find Labour reneging cm its 
commitment to reviving local democ- 
racy - or democracy generally. The 
Government could perfectly well 
have introduced a Freedom of Infor- 
mation Bill straight away; I wfll be 
uneasy until it does. . 

Against all that we must set the 
vigour and appetite for reform that is 
in the Queen’s Speech list - includ- 
ing Scottish and Welsh devolution 
and the planned referendum on Lon- 
don government, as well as the freer 
financial regime for town halls. On 
balance I think we should be heart- 
ened by the Blairites early moves on 
reform. Above all, there is an impa- 
tient eneigy coursing through West- 
minster that hasn’t, been there since 
the heyday of Thatcherism. We had 
almost foigotten what politics is for 

- not for internalised party vendettas, 
or colloquies on the nature of sover- 
eignty, or TV soap opera, or even to 
provide the raw material for show-off 
journalism. It is there to change 
things. And maybe it will: lowering my 
bucket over the past few days. I’ve dis- 
covered that my well of cynicism 
isn’t quite as fetid and bottomless as 
I'd thought. 



Welcome to 'Blair’s Babes’ 


but the struggle goes on 


T 


his is an historic occa- 
sion indeed! Margaret 
Beckett has been called 
a babe. There she is 
down at the front of that 
terrific picture of Tony Blair sur- 
rounded fay all the New Labour 
women on the steps of Church 
House. The Daily Mail chose to 
headline this image “Blair’s 
Babes”. Matthew Parris com- 
mented somewhat archly; “So 
many purple suits! So much bair- 

Rnravl” Tt all rwninHeH mp r\f that 


Labour has 101 women in Parliament thanks to 
feminist drive, but what will they do for their 
worse-off sisters, asks Suzanne Moore 


spray!” It all reminded me of that 
picture of Hugh Hefner sur- 
rounded by his Playboy Bunnies, 
except of course that these women 
are not bunnies, they are, say it 
again. MPs. 

The sudden risibility of women 
is so enchanting, one is inclined to 
forget that only two weeks ago 
women were virtually invisible in 
the election campaign. Indeed, 
now that we are in the mood, we 
can forgive and forget a lot of 
things if we realty try, just like Tony 
Blair forgot to tell Harriet Hannan 
that she was in fact ... er. Minister 
for Women. We can forget lhat Roy 
Hattersley called women -only 
shortlists "a silly idea”, that Blair 
himself described the scheme as 
“not ideal at afl”. We can foiget the 
battles that Clare Sfaort had when 


of political correctness, of old- 
fashioned feminism, of a bygone 
era of wimmin, of Big Sister watch- 
ing every move. 

It is easy enough to say that 
things would have got better all by 
themselves. After all, this is the age 
of Girl Power, of a culture in which 
girls are outperforming boys at 
every level. In some classes and in 
some situations this is certainly 
true. The earnings gap between 
young male and female profes- 
sionals is dosing. Yet at both the top 
end and bottom end of society, the 
gender gap is as wide as it ever was. 
Only 3 per cent of company direc- 
tors are female, and at the other 
end of the scale the impoverishment 
of single parents means thousands 
of women and children arc living in 


appalling circumstances. 
The h 


die was Spokesperson for Women. 
We can forget the proi 


: promise of a sep- 
arate and properly funded Ministry 
for Women. 

Now that new era has begun and 
New Labour flaunts its femininity, 
perhaps these things may be emi- 
nently forgettable. We just don't 
need to worry our pretty heads 
about positive discrimination any- 
more. Look how much better 
Labour is than the Tories with 
their unlucky 13 female MPs. Any- 
way, affirmative action, that offen- 
sive Americanised phrase, smacks 


idea of separate women's 
issues has become almost mean- 
ingless, but if anything is a women's 
issue, it is the minimum wage foat 
looks like being set at a lower level 
than has previously been discussed. 
Had the Minister for Women’s job 
not been tacked on to Harriet Har- 
man’s already bulging portfolio, it 
is possible to imagine that some of 
the Labour Party’s commitmeats to 
women might be delivered. Of 
course none of these commitments 


were in the Labour party pledges, 
tl promises will be bro- 


so no actual promises ' 
ken. None the less, both' those 
within and without the party have 
expectations about what a Labour 
government will actually do for us. 
Despite the photo-op po mini- 
mi arter of the 


ties, less than a quarter of the new 


intake are women. So how many of 
these were propelled into power 
through the despised all-women 
shortlists? Less than a third. If we say 
that perhaps half of these women 
might have got through anyway, we 
are talking perhaps about 15 women 
who benefited from this quota sys- 
tem. Yet what these shortlists did was 
raise the profile of women in the 
party, provoking a debate that meant 
a sluggish and smug institution 
became more self-aware. Barbara 
Folletl's powerful argument at the 
time was that without doing any- 
thing, nothing would change. As she 
reminded us, Labour returned the 
same number of women to Parlia- 
ment in 1987 as it did in 1945. Blair, 
in one sense, was right to say lhat the 
shortlists were not ideal, but then the 
alternative was doing nothing and 
ending up like the Tory Party. 

Positive discrimination in favour 
of women, as we have seen in other 
countries, often means that its ben- 
eficiaries are defensive. It also 
means a male backlash with men 
cast as the new victims. Yet it is a 
means to an end; and at conference 
last year. Labour backed a motion 
calling for a target of 50 per cent 
female MPs in the next 10 years. It 
was proposed by Clare Short, who 
described it correctly as the “biggest 
modernisation of all”. Even lories 
were forced to comment on the 
number of bright young women at 
conference, Boris Johnson regis- 
tering much Hot To tty on his own 
personal Tbttymeter. 

And now that the Tbttyis on dis- 
play. giggling in the corridors of 


power and presumably having to 
queue to get into the Ladies, they 
remain an unknown quantity. The 
expression “transitional women” is 
being bandied about It applies to 
the Harmans and the Jowclls. the 
women who were already consid- 
ered acceptable by the boys. 

There is nothing transitional 
about the new mob of women, their 
number makes them a solid pres- 
ence. Some of them even wear nor- 
mal clothes instead of those pecu- 
liar power suits. 

What with a handful of openly 
gay MPs, someone in a wheel-chair, 
a few more black faces. Parliament 
is getting nearer to representing a 
cross-section of the population. 
Nearer but not near enough. 

In the flush of victory it is easy 
to forget that. Just as it easy to over- 
look the fact lhat those 101 female 
MPs were not delivered by Mr. 
Blair's hand alone. They were deliv- 
ered by a combination of cultural 
change - the electorate has less of 
a problem in voting for a women 
than ever before - and political 
activism: a conscious, stubborn and 
explicitly feminist drive towards 


equal representation. The irony, 
not so gentle, is that at a time when 
such feminist tactics are referred to 
as “so Seventies”, as completely out 
of touch and out of date, they have 
produced such a dramatic change 
in the House of Commons. 

For the Tories this is yet another 
problem that they must deal with 
if they want to reconstitute them- 
selves as a serious party. At a 
grassroots level they need to per- 
suade their female supporters to 
vote for women instead of more 
ghastly Tory Beys. For the Conser- 
vatives to impose any sort of quota 
system is almost inconceivable, but . 
without one it is difficult to see how 
any sort of progress will be made. 

However, while New Labour 
congratulates itself on its landslide 
and its new feminised culture, it 
-should also remember its irritating 
little anthem “Things can only bet- 
ter ...” While we are looking for- 
ward, glance backward over New 
Labour’s shoulder and you will 
see the struggle it has been to pro- 
duce this profound shift in its own 
culture. Being a politician means 
never having to say you are sorry 
and I don’t expect Blair to be any 
different; but he cannot be allowed 
to lake all the credit here. At long 
last the party has delivered up 
some women. The question now is 
this: what can the Government 
deliver for all women? 


What little doctors need to learn 


| en-year-old boys are supposed to 
1 be interested in football, computer 
jes and Rollerblading - the 


games anu 

joys ofyouth. Not jpri^Not 


rape. So many people will be shocked 
to hear that four of them (and a mne- 
vear old)- have been bailed after the 
alleged rape of a nine-year-old girl at a 
London primary school. The girt was, it 
is claimed, assaulted in a lavatory at 



0 



lunchtime. 

-It is too soon to comment on tne 

particular case- Few feds bare.b«n ®n; 
firmed. All we can be sure of is that tins 

little girl has had JgWJ; 

rienceTfrom which it will be difficult to 
recover. But the story does provide an 
opportunity for some long overdue 
honesty about what really happens in 

a seiual interest in each other very earty 

om Among five- or six-y^r olds, youu^ 

hear the amnnenu 

her.” It might be that a boy and a gut 

arc just lying in the cosy comer of the 

classroom having a cuddle 

bilt it is the beginnings of mtenSU . At . 

seven, thev might have a special, friend 

tea, children have ™ 

boyfriends and the 

be more experimental. For tne ocys, n 

is often rpase of S 

themselves to their 

girfs, who are more mature- may actu 

even in pomaiv school. Afteraff, a&out 
are mens(n« Bn g by 



Jack 

O’Sullivan 


"Young boys 
interested 
in sex need 
to be 
taught 
more than 
just names 
for parts of 
the bocly 


their final year and a small minority of 
boys will also have entered puberty 
(the average age is 12, although the 
poverty of research about boys means 
we don’t really know). A few are taller 
than some of their teachers, and their 
voices have dropped. “It ‘ is a safe 
assumption that one or two in a year 
group will be capable of ejaculation,” 
according to Dr John Coleman of the 
Trust for the Study of Adolescence. 

Primary school teachers will tell you 
of occasions when groups of primaxy- 
age boys have got gnis in a comer and 
tried to touch them up. There are also 
cases where a gjri, perhaps because she 
has been sexually abused, will tend to 
re-enact what happened to her and will 
encourage boys to touch her. 

Sexual expression gets entangled 
with violence. Once boys Teach nine ra 
ten, they find themselves having 
constantly to prove themselves, 
demonstrate their masculinity, to 
impress their afi-important peer group. 
“Boys may need to show that they 
don’t need girls, particularly if they are 
not very successful with them,” says 
David Vfertien, a child psychologist at 
Strathclyde University. "These unsuc- 
cessful boys are the most likely to get 
aggressive in an effort to gain at least 
the support of their male peers.” Both 
boys and girls explore how, by using 
cruelty,' they can gain power over 
people. Among girls, says Dr Warden, 
it's more likely to be verbal cruelty, 
undermining a boy’s self-esteem, 
caSing him a wimp. The boys arc more 
Beefy to hit out. 

Amid afl this, there IS great mnfiisi nrt. 


A child will report that a bey and a girl 
are having sex. when all that happened 
was that they were chatting. Children 
will use words without understanding 
what they are saying. Adults will get 
the full meaning and be' shocked, 
which is, perhaps, exactly what the 
child wants. 

Some of this is new. Children hear 
much more about sex than they did in 
the past. It’s on evety televirion channel. 
It is enough to be literate and to open a 
newspaper- at once you gain access to 
an adult world. All this makes play- 
ground language much more robust. 
But those who work with children say 
that, for all the information they gain 
through the media about sex, young 
people have the same old difficulties 
of making sense of it alL 

Beys face particular difficulties. Not 
only do they often grow up in a highly 
competitive, bullying context at school, 
a culture in which it is de rigueur to hold 
girls in disdain from the ages of seven 
or eight, so as to prove yourself a “real 
man” Boys also grow up in isolation 
from proper support in their sexual 
development. At primary school, chil- 
dren learn the parts of the body 
through the science curriculum. But 
this focus on reproductive techniques 
tends to engage girls more than boys, 
according to the Sex Education Forum, 
which has organised govemmeht- 
funded seminars on the deficiencies 
of provision for boys. The stuff about 
relationships, social skills and moral- 
ity can easily be squeezed out by the 
demands of the national curriculum, 
says Gill Lenderyou, the forum’s 


co-ordinator. Meanwhile, at home, 
mothers lend to talk more to tbeir 
daughters than to their sons about 
sexuality, and fathers are reluctant to 
raise the issue at all. 

Part of the problem is that boys are 
not seen as having an obvious stage of 
development equivalent to girls men- 
struating. But another factor is that sex 
education is partly a response to fears. 
Parents are still" less worried about 
what a son gets up to than about the 
possibility of a daughter becoming 
pregnant Boys are less likely to learn 
about sex from informed sources such 
a health professionals because they are 
unlikely to attend a young person’s 
clinic in the first place. 

What all this adds up to in these sup- 
posedly enlightened tune£ is a gener- 
ation of boys who are largely cast adrift 
by the adult world as they trv to make 
sense of their sexual identity. These are 
bays who will face considerable peer 
pressure to lose their virginity and who, 
unless offered other guidance, will 
learn much of what they know about 
sex from pornography. 

Interesting solu tions are being pio- 
neered. Some primary schools now 
provide puberty sessions for boys. 
Others have invited fathers into school 
for sessions with their sons to discuss 
the boys' feelings about sexuality. 
This is a start. But there is a long way 


to gp. If we fail to support bqys prop- 
erly, we should not be surprised that 


many take their sexual confusions 
into adulthood and lhat the early 
lives of a few are marked tty sexual 
horror stories. 
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Kim Sengupta 


Abbas Kasiinili Gokal, the world’s 
biggest fraudster, yesterday received 
the longest jail sentence ever hand- 
ed down by a British court for fraud. 
The biggest ever orders for 
compensation and legal costs in a 
fraud case were also made against 
him. 

Gokal, the man in the centre of the 
collapse of the Bank of Credit & 
Commerce International, was jailed 
for 14 years at the Old Bailey. The 
defendant, who had fought his case 
on legal aid, was also told to pay 
£2. 94m in compensation from his 
personal assets within two years or 
face a further three years in prison. 

The judge also agreed to a pros- 
ecution request that the costs of 
£4.3m for the 125-day trial should be 
awarded against the disgraced Pak- 
istani shipping magnate. However, 
the enforcement of this order was 
stayed until further assets held by 
Gokal could be traced. The Serious 


Fraud Office believes that he has 
flOOm secreted abroad. 

Mr Justice Buxton said that he was 
satisfied that Gokal, subsidised by the 
British taxpayer during the case, bad 
more than enough funds to bankroll 
his own defence. But he added they 
did not wish to pass any comments 
on the “appropriateness” of the 
defendant being given funds by the 
Legal Aid Board. 

Gokal, 61, had been convicted of 
fraud involving SlJbn (£740m) in 
loans from the cornet Bank. He was 
a close friend of Hassan Abedi. the 
bank's founder, and bad been the 
biggest single borrower before bank- 
ing authorities shut down BCCI in 
1992 following the discovery of fraud 
to the value of $20bn. 

As he was being led down to the 
cells the former tycoon, a tall, silver- 
haired slightly stooping figure in a 
navy chalk striped suit, white shirt, 
blade and white patterned tie, smiled 
and waved at his wife Rukaiya, and 
daughter Sukaiyna in the public 


gallery. The court had been told that 
Gokal, who had claimed he was pen- 


niless, bad been giving them and oth- 
er members of the family •‘gifts” in 
an attempt to avoid paying financial 
penalties. 

Mr Justice Buxton said he was tak- 
ing the defendant's age into ac- 
count, as well as the fact be had spent 
almost three years in custody since 
his arrest at Frankfurt in 1994 in de- 
ciding his sentence. But he was 
scathing in his condemnation of 
Gokal’s criminal career, and the 
“lying and untrue- defence" be had 
put forward. 

The judge said: “I am wholly 
satisfied that you are an intelligent, 
sophisticated and unscrupulous man 
who put the interests of yourself and 
your family before ail else. 

•These were not victimless crimes. 
First the fraudulent conduct of a 
major international bank, BCCI, 
and the concealment from its audi- 
tors and regulators of its insecure fi- 
nancial position, all of which you 



Abbas Gokal: Convicted of fraud 
involving £740m in bank loans 


helped and facilitated, created a se- 
rious threat to the integrity of the 
whole international banking system. 

“Secondly, one of the main objec- 
tives of the conspiracies was to con- 
ceal the true position of BCCI 
enabling it to continue to take funds 
from depositors. The victims of that 


were those who have lost a Jaige part 
of their investments and in some cas- 
es a large part of their life swings. 
They trusted the bank with their mon- 
ey, as you knew they would. Other de- 
positors were public bodies, including 
local authorities, whfvalthough not ru- 
ined by the collapse of BCCI have 
found their activities seriously re- 
stricted; and thus the interests of the 
inhabitants of their area seriously 
damaged by losing their deposit.” 

He added: “You have shown not 
the slightest apology or remorse for 
these massive frauds or for the dam- 
age and loss that your conspiracies 
have caused to many thousands of 
innocent people. 

T have not fee slightest doubt that, 
with the cynical calculation that has 
characterised all your dealings, you 


such difficulty in proving the case 
against you in court that yoirwoul 


put forward a lying and untrue de- 
fence, because you hoped that the 
complicated nature of the fraudulent 
agreement that you had made, and 
fee skill wife which you have sought 
to cover vour tracks, would cause 


‘added that in tus view 
“an improper and dishonest 
relationship*’ existed between Gokal 
and fee BCCI founder, Abedi, from 
fee very beginning- 
fee pair were involved in illicit activ- 
ities and together created a miasma 
of fake documentation and accounts. 

Anthony Hacking QC, the pros- 
ecutor, told the court that Gokal, had 
operated “behind a wall of mirrors , 
concealing a network of money 
laundering, and sophisticated and 
devious fraud". He added feat the 
defendant was “incapable of giving 
truthful evidence”. 

After sentencing, Chris Dickson, 
a senior SFO lawyer said: ^This was 
one of fee most complex investiga- 
tions ever mounted by us. We had 
to send investigators to every conti- 
nent to gather evidence because 
Gokal insisted on pleading not guilty. 

“We also had to call witnesses from 


SO different countries. We are con- 
vinced feat a huge amouotof mon- 
ey is still hidden abroad. This B no 
consolation to thousands of in-, 
vestors, many of them smah ^ 
nessmeo who have lost eveiything. 
The collapse of BCCI m 1991 led 

to finandaldfeaster for depositors, m- 

eluding public bodies. The Western 
IdesCountil lost£23m, Westminster 
City Council was owed £3 -5m and 
Hhriow Council in Essesr£4-5nx One 
. j? ki.nact cinoip li-rars was fee 


Sfr gllftl nT ADU uumn WUUBW— — - 

Gokal. charged on two counts of 
conspiring to account falsely and con- 
spiracy to defraud, was sentenced to 
four years on the first count and iu 
years on count two, fee sentences to 
be served consecutively. 

In 1994 liquidators for BCCJ 
taine d a High Court order for SSjOS* 
against Gokal. Yesterday, at the 
Old Bailey, Mr Justice Buxton, said: 
»i, ramie i-mitf* Hear to me that Mr 


Old Bailey, Mr justice raixura, 

“It seems quite dear to me that Mr 
GOkaJ has not the slightest intention 
of complyingwith any court order. 


BT to get early 
release from bar 


on broadcast TV 


Cathy Newman 


The Government is to start 
early talks wife British T&lecora 
aimed at allowing the tele- 
phones giant to move swiftly into 
entertainment broadcasting. 

Any sucb dispensation would 
end the long-standing ban on 
BT broadcasting entertainment 
across its telephone network, a 
restriction it has claimed has 


to fulfil it pledge to connect 
schools, hospitals and libraries 
to the so-called information 
superhighway free of charge. 

He said his department and 
the Department of Trade and 
Industry would talk to BT about 
the proposals in “fee near fu- 
ture . Mr Smith added: “We did 


set out a couple of years ago a 
set of proposals that enabled BT 


prevented it from investing bil- 
lions of pounds in high-capac- 


lions of pounds in high-capac- 
ity fibre optic cables. 

In an interview with The In- 
dependent, Chris Smith, the 
National Heritage Secretary, 
yesterday indicated Labour 
would fulfil the promise it made 
in opposition two years ago. that 
BT would be allowed to com- 
pete with the cable television 
industry sooner than 2001 when 
the ban is due to be reviewed. 
In return he would expect BT 


set of proposals that enabled BT 
to have access to an entertain- 
ment market on a somewhat 
faster time scale than is envis- 
aged in fee current legislation. 
Those proposals are still on the 
page, so to speak. We’d want to 
begin discussions in fee rela- 
tively near future.” 

Under the agreement, Mr 
Smith said BT would be com- 
mitted to developing a “broad- 
band network as near to 
nationwide as we could 
achieve". He estimated feat 
such a project could cost BT as 


Telewest delays joint 
venture with CWC 


The race to launch the first 
digital interactive television 
service slowed yesterday when 
the UK’s two largest cable 
operators revealed they may 
delay the start of their planned 
joint service by op to six 
months, writes Giris Godsmark . 

The move follows this week's 
news that British Interactive 
Broadcasting (BIB), the digital 
satellite venture involving 
British Telecom and BSkyB, 
will not reach consumers until 
spring next yean Graham Wal- 
lace, chief executive of Cable & 
Wireless Communications and 
Stephen Davidson, chief execu- 
tive of Telewest, have discussed 
postponing their digital cable 
service from fee planned start 
date of October or November; to 
coincide wife Sky’s launch. 

Mr Wallace said yesterday: 
“Given that the external 


competitive environment has 
changed we’re looking at 
whether we should change our 
timetable. We certainly won’t 
launch alter Sky though.” Mr 
Davidson said a full launch in 
the autunn was now just one or 
several possible options. ‘^Wfe’ve 
only bad 24 boors to absorb the 
news from BIB. It may be pru- 
dent to have an early but 
smaller trial launch to work out 
whether fee systems are right” 

BIB had hoped to begin 
broadcasting up to 200 digital 
entertainment shopping and 
information channels this year 
but was hit by delays to fee 
launch of a new Astra satellite. 

Tfelewest also cast doubt on 
whether BIB set-top boxes, 
which decode programmes, 
would work with cable. BIB 
claimed an additional compo- 
nent would allow cable access. 


much as ilObn, though fee 
company has previously said this 
would total £15bn. It currently 
invests some £2bn a year. 

A BT spokesman said yes- 
terday: “This reaffirms Labour's 
commitment to the findings of 
fee Trade and Industry Select 
Committee which said fee ban 
should be lifted earlier.” 

However, fee news wall upset 
fee cable companies and could 
lead to conflict with the indus- 
try regulator, Don Cn lidshank. 
Both have argued that fee ban 
was the only way to encourage 
rival operators to invest billions 
of pounds in developing net- 
works. There are also question 
marks over BTs commitment 
to invest heavily in laying fibre 
optic cables to homes. Last 
year it experimented with a 
television service to 
homes down its existing copper 
phone wires, but fee digital 
technology needed to make it 
work is expensive. 

Referring to the develop- 
ment of digital television, Mr 
Smith said fee Government 
had a more “pro-active" role to 
play. While he would not be 
drawn on specific policies, he 
commented: 

. “We do need to put some 
thought into how digital televi- 
sion is being promoted by the 
Government and what sort of 
access people are going to have 
toil.” 

He said be would be formu- 
lating proposals within fee next 
few months, and added: “My 
aim will be to find the best pos- 
sible ways of ensuriag that 
ordinary people sitting at home 
can have toe quickest and 
cheapest access to digital tele- 
vision technology. We have to 
set the parameters of public pol- 
icy in a way feat enables that ac- 
cess to be achieved.” 

He also said that be had no 
immediate intention of relaxing 
cross-media ownership legisla- 
tion, contrary to some expec- 
tations. 



CWC set 
to cut 
500 jobs 
in initial 
overhaul 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Unlikely alliance: Noel Edmonds (left) and the biotechnology entrepreneur Chris Evans 
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Magnus Grimond 


An unlikely alliance between 
Noel Edmonds, fee former disc 
jockey, and Chris Evans, fee 
Welsh biotechnology entrepre- 
neur (rather than the other 
former disc jockey), was sealed 
yesterday with the ambitious 
aim of bnnging the virtues of fee 
in-car office and other hi-tech 
gizmos for drivers to nearly a 
third of fee population. 

In a deal worth up to 
£600,000 in shares. Mr 
Edmonds, now better known for 
his televised House Party at 
Crinkly Bottom, will spearhead 
a campaign to raise the aware- 
ness of Mr Evans’ Toad group, 
a maker of car security products 
which saw its shares crash in 
February after the sudden de- 
parture of its chief executive, 
Charles Parker. 


Noel Edmonds signs 
deal with Toad 


Mr Edmonds' Unique 
Group, which takes in his 
broadcasting to marketing in- 
terests. is selling the Challenge 
Technology Partnership, a con- 
sultancy operation, to Toad. 
Challenge claims to have signed 
up several big car companies to 
develop hi-tech products such 
as an external camera to deter 
perpetrators of road rage at- 
tacks and an in-car video con- 
ferencing system. 

Unique will receive an initial 
payment of 500,000 shares, val- 
ued at £205.000 at Toad's share 
price of 41p. up t.5p yesterday, 
payable from Mr Evans' personal 
20 per cent stake in fee group. 


But, according to him, the 
real potential of the deal lies in 
the earn-out provisions. LTp to 
1 million more new shares, 
worth £410,000. are payable if 
Mr Edmond's “extensive'’ 
media and car industry contacts 
result in at least 30 per cent of 
the UK population becoming 
aware of the Toad brand over 
the next two years and certain 
share price targets, up to a 
maximum of ”40p, arc met. 

Mr Evans said: “If he can 
achieve 30 per cent, that is po- 
tentially S.5 million car drivers 
who are well versed in Toad 
products ... We couldn't handle 
$.5 million customers, but 1 per 


cent or 80.000 would represent 
tens of millions [of pounds] in 
sales." 

Mr Edmonds will be person- 
ally promoting Toad products at 
motor shows and fee company 
would be “popping up in lots of 
high profile places,” Mr Evans 
said. 

This was all part of fee Toad 
chairman’s commitment after 
February’s “blip” to “really put 
this company back’ on the fast 
track" over the next 12 months. 

The link up wife Mr Ed- 
monds had already won new ac- 
counts with big fleet users, he 
said, and it would now result in 
an acceleration of the launch of 
Toad’s new Actra car-locating 
system, previously scheduled 
for the end of next year. 

He reiterated that fee com- 
pany was on course for prof- 
itability next year. 


Hollick invests £120m in bid for digital terrestrial licence 


Lord. Hollidc's United News & 
Media is joining Digital Televi- 
sion Network, one of two bidders 
for the licence to run digital ter- 
restrial television, with a prom- 
ised investment of £120m over 
four years. 

United has always been part 
of DThTs programming sub- 
mission to the Independent 
Television Commission, but until 


now it has not been financially 
involved in the bid. 

It was unclear last night 
whether Lord Hollick's late 
commitment of funds could 
make any difference to the ITCs 
deliberations, which are already 
well advanced. 

The ITC is expected to award 
the licences by early next month. 
DTN has so far been widely 


regarded in fee Gty as fee out- 
sider, wife most analysts ex- 
pecting all three multiplex 
licences to go to fee rival British 
Digital Broadcasting, a consor- 
tium of BSkyB, Carlton and 
Granada. 

Bids for the licences bad to be 
in by fee end of January and in 
theory could hot be altered in 
any way thereafter. 


None fee less, the addition of 
United will be seen as a big boost 
for DTN, which had appeared 
to lack the financial and ind- 
ustrial credibility of fee rival 
bidder. DTN’s only backer until 
yesterday was NTL. the tel- 
evision transmission business 
owned by International Cable- 
Tel. Other potential partners, in- 
cluding Merryl Lynch and 


NatWesL dropped out before the 
bid was submitted. 

Barday Knapp, chief executive 
of NTL, said he was confident 
the late involvement of United 
would not be ruled out of court. 

“The bid is still as it was when 
we submitted it on 31 January, 
but United will become a 30 per 
cent shareholder in DTN if we 
are successful,’' Mr Knapp said. 


BDB did not return calls last 
night but was widely believed to 
be considering an appeal. 

One analyst said: “it’s all very 
well for DTN to say the bid as 
submitted to the ITC has not 
been changed, but the ITC can- 
not fail to take this latest devel- 
opment into account. It’s a crafty 
move". 

There has been speculation 


that the licence might be split, 
with two of the multiplexes on 
offer going to DTN and one to 
BSkyB. 

This is believed to be fee ap- 
proach most favoured by the 
Government, which is con- 
cerned about BSkyB extending 
its present near-monopoly of 
subscription television on to 
rival platforms. 



Cable & Wireless Communi- 
cations, the recently formed 
cable TV and telephony giant, 
is about to cut hundreds of manr' 
age rial jobs as it merges the ad- 
ministrative operations of fee 
four companies which joined to 
form the new venture. 

The company has advertised 
80 senior jobs tit a first layer of 
management below fee execu- 
tive board and confirmed yes- 
terday that it had received 300 
internal applications, though 
some had come from Staff on 
lower grades. Onte fee round 
of appointments is completed a 
further three larger manage- 
ment layers will be advertsed 
inside the group. TTie aim is for 
each layer of management to 
organise the selection process 
for the next layer. 

One source said fee process 
was likely io result in a total of 
500 job cuts because there wbre 
far more applicants than jobs 
available. CWC was created 
out of fee landmark merger, an- 
nounced last year, of Cable & 
Wireless’s Mercury subsidiary 
with three cable operators, 
Nynex CableComms, Bell * 
Cablemedia and Videotron.*' 
CWC shares began trading last 
month. 

The job cuts, which will take 
place later this year, will almost 
certainly result in generous re- 
dudancy payments. The four 
companies have offered staff so- 
called “loyalty bonuses” if they 
stay in their posts until the 
process js completed. • 

Graham Wallace, chief exec- 
utive. said the selection process 
had been “totally fair and above 
board". He added: “This layer 
of staff will be in place by the 
end of May and from 1 June we 
will move on to fee next layer. 
The bulk of the 'staff are in- 
credibly motivated to make this 
work. We're doing it in a rig- 
orous and fair way and we've 
been very open about it.” 

Mr Wallace also cast doubt on 
claims that fee total job cuts 
across the group would rise to 
2,000 once call centres and net- 
work control bufldings were 
merged or dosed. The process .. 
is expected to take much longer * 
than the initial administrative 
job cuts. 

He said overall staff numbers 
for fee group may nor fall much 
below their current level of 
12,500. “Tins could be a non- 
issue. We are looking at ex- 
panding sales and 'marketing 
functions so you can’t conclude 
that overall numbers will fall. 
The expansion could more than 
offset fee reductions." 


Kwik Save to spend 
£18m on consultants 
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Kwik Save, the beleaguered 
discount-supermarket group, 

will pay £ISm in consultancy 
fees over the next two years as 
it conducts a radical overhaul of 
business ’ wr ^ les Nigel 

Most of the fees Drill be paid 
to Anderson Consulting, which 
was called in by Kwik Save Iasi 
year to undertake a strategic 
review. The firm will be paid 
£7m this year, “ft seems 
Andersen are running the busi- 
ness.” one analyst said. 

The costs were revealed as 
Kwik Save announced a poor 
set of figures for the first half 


wife Sal . underlying profits, a 
sharp Ml in sales and declining 

customer numbers. • • 

The .shares feiM7p to 291p, 
close to feeir five-year low, as 
the market took fright at the 
company's current trading 
statement. This showed same 
store sales in fee seven weeks 
are 6 per cent lower than the -ffj 
same period last year. 

' “It's pretty horrendous ” said 
Frank Davidson, food retail 
analyst at ABN Amro Hoare 
Govett. “I think they are in a 
vicious circle of decline. There 
arc deep structural problems.” 

Investment column, page 24 
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Pension funds defend a skewed plying field 
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The fabulous real 

returns they have 
enjoyed on equities 
over the past lo 
years hardly support 
the case for an extra 
to P-up, courtesy of 
other taxpayers' 


T’bc pension firads are getting in early in 
A '''‘anting the new Government not to 
rneddle. as well they should, for abolition of 
‘ne tax credit enjoyed by pension funds on 
“jvidend income is an obvious and very prob- 
able target for Labour. Having been taken 
unawares tw Norman Lament four years ago, 
w bcn he raised £lbn by reducing the ACT 
rale from 25 to 20 per cent, they are not about 
to roll over without a well-orchestrated fight 
. At stake is the £4bn annually of tax on cKv- 
luend income that gross funds are able to 
claim back from the Government Because 
inc companies that pay the tax are able to 
offset this advance payment against subse- 
quent corporaiion tax bills, the only loser in 
the cuneni system is the Government. 

Actually the loss of revenue in the last 12 
months has probably been a great deal more, 
thanks to the flood of special dividends, 
snare buy-backs and oilier ingenious 
wheezes ihe City has dreamt up to leg over 
the Treasury. If the penny has finally 
dropped in Whitehall, it is aiguable that the 
t- ity has only itself to blame. 

For all its bluster, the NAPF doesn’t really 
naveacredjbie ajgumeni against the reform- 

i ^ r C ,ux designed with the admit- 
tedly worthy aim of encouraging retirement 
savings, represents a severe skewing of the 
plating field on which pension funds com- 
Wl lh other forms of saving via equities, 

Tne NAPF claim that the abolition of 
ACT would reduce the real return on shares 
,s more apparent than actual if you 


believe figures from PDFM which suggest 
the scrapping of tax relief would only reduce 
the inflation-adjusted return by about 0.75 
per cent. Furthermore, the fabulous real 
returns pension funds have enjoyed on 
equities over the past 10 years hardly sup- 
port the case for an extra top-up. courtesy 
of other taxpayers. 

Perhaps ihe only sensible argument 
against tampering with the system is that 
companies facing a reduction m the value 
of their pension funds would be forced to 
top them up, thus reducing their taxable 
profits and lowering the tax take through 
general corporation tax. What the Govern- 
ment takes with one hand it could be forced 
to give back with the other. Again, the likely 
effect here is probably exaggerated by the 
industry. 

Set against this is the self-evident truism 
that the fiscal privilege accorded the pension 
funds encourages companies to over-dis- 
tribute their profits at the expense of long- 
verm investment. There is no incentive to 
keep money within a business taxed at 33 per 
cent when the marginal rale for dividend 
payments is only 15 per cent. The effect of 
the present system, therefore, is to favour 
short-term indirect investment over long- 
term direct investment. This is a philo- 
sophical justification for abolition added to 
the more practical one of raising revenue. 

The new Chancellor would none the less 
be unwise to view this pleasing coincidence 
of purpose as proving the case. At the veiy 


least, the abolition or phasing out of divi- 
dend tax credits ought to be balanced by 
matching reductions in corporate tax to pro- 
vide real incentive to direct investment Ide- 
ally there should be a quite lengthy and wide- 
ranging review of the whole system of 
corporation tax. But then this is a Chancel- 
lor in a hurry and with a pressing need for 
revenue. 

Don’t rule us out 
of rejoining ERM 

A Chancellor who can astound every- 
jtYbody by declaring the Bank of England 
independent one morning probably would 
be capable of deciding to lake Britain back 
into the exchange rate mechanism before 
breakfast the next day. That, at least, seems 
to have been the reasoning of those traders 
in the currency markets who accepted the 
rumour that sterling was about to re-enter 
the ERM at a rate of DMZ50. After all, the 
Labour government has been cosying up to 
the Europeans all week. 

The Treasure scotched the rumour, but 
the fact that it was neither true nor plausi- 
ble yesterday does not mean that it never will 
be. Gordon Brown said earlier this week that 
the UK was very unlikely to join the first 
wave of the single currency. Tha L means the 
question of sterling's relationship to the euro 
will need to be resolved, and it seems very 
possible thaL the Government will join ihe 


ERM version two planned for “outs”. This 
will not be the ERM as we knew it at the 
time of our national humiliation in 1992. 
Sterling would be linked at an agreed rate 
to the composite euro, rather than being 
rushed in at an inappropriate rate against .the 
German mark. Furthermore, the permissi- 
ble bands of variation would be much wider 
than they were up to 1992. British mem- 
bership would be seen as a signal of hon- 
ourable intentions towards eventual mem- 
bership of the single currency, so sterling 
would be supported by. intervention from the 
European Central Bank if necessary. And 
what could be more appealing than 
announcing sterling's candidature for the 
ERM when Britain takes over the presidency 
of the Commission on I January? 

After all, the UK win be overseeing the 
process of deciding which other members 
qualify for the euro despite being one of the 
countries least likely to warn to join. 

Labour dances on the 
bones of Clarke’s PFI 

P oor old Kenneth Clarke. Labour is truly 
dancing on his bones. Not content with 
consigning the Ken and Eddie show to the 
dustbin of history, Gordon Brown has now 
taken the shears to another of the former 
Chancellor's pet projects, the Private Finance 
Initiative. 

Henceforth, Whitehall will no longer 


fwveto test its capital spending plans against 

the PFIjo get the gp-aheadJ&fore ihcWi- 

danns gleefully take out their cheque books, 
however, there is one small snag. Nor will 
there wul be any more public money to 
pnarax their wish lists. In feet there will be 
less- Mr Brown and his Paymaster General. 
Geoffrey Robinson, have stuck rigidly to one 
Jhmg they inherited from Mr Clarke and that 
is his last set of Red Book forecasts show- 
ing a continuing decline in the capital bud- 
get and a rising curve of PFI projects. So 
much for the pretence that the PFI was ever 
going to be anything other than an excuse 
for substituting public money with private 
funds. 

The abolition of the universal testing rule 
nevertheless makes sense. The PFI was 
becoming so cluttered that deserving cases, 
such as hospital projects, were in danger of 
dying before they got out of the waiting 
room. 

By keeping the choke collar in place 
around the capital budget, the Paymaster 
Genera] has left Whitehall with an incentive 
to dream up more PFI projects. The prob- 
lem be is left with, however, is finding a 
mechanism to sort the wheat from the 
chaff. Mr Robinson has asked Malcolm 
Bates, a one-time member of Harold Wil- 
son’s Industrial Reorganisation Corporation 
(remember that?) to come up with the solu- 
tion. All contributions will be gratefully 
received, particularly since Mr Bates has 
been asked to report back in just a month. 




Labour acts 
quickly to 
change PFI 
review rules 
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Michael Harrison 

The Government yesterday 
launched a lightning' review of 
the Private Finance Initiative 
and, as a first step, scrapped the 
. rule that all Whitehall spending 
projects have to be tested 
agamst the PFI before being 
allowed to proceed. 

The review will be conducted 
by Macolro Bates, chairman of 
Premier Parnell and the insur- 
ance group Pearl, who has been 
asked to report back to the Pay- 
master. General Geoffrey 
Robinson, by 13 June. Business 
leaders have welcomed the 
announcement. 

Mr Robinson said the aim of 
the review would be to see how 
the PH could best be stream- 
lined and what obstacles there 
were to bringing projects to 
fruition. 

In the meantime, he said he 
was kicking over the first ob- 
scacle by ending the require- 
m ment for universal testing of 
w projects against the PFI. How- 
ever, Mr Robinson said this (fid 
not mean that government de- 
partments should expect any in- 
crease in their own budgets for 


capital projects. Labour is stick- 
ing to the capital spending con- 
trols it inherited from the 
Conservatives which show a 
£3bn decline in capital budgets 
by the end of the decade. 

The universal testing rule 
was introduced two years ago by 
the former Chancellor, Kenneth 
Clarke, in an attempt to kick- 
start the initiative. Since then, 
however, it has been widely crit- 
icised, not least by the Con- 
federation of British Industry, 
. for dogging up the system and 
'^delaying approval for important 
projects, particularfy in the 
health field. 

The CBI recommended that 
projects costing Jess than £10m 
should be exempted from this 
particular requirement. 

Mr Robinson said the rule 
was “a recipe for frustration and 
delay and works against the con- 
cept of prioritisation which we 
want to build into the process”. 

So far £llbn worth of con- 
tracts have been given the go- 
ahead under the PFI although 
a large proportion of that total 
is accounted for by a handful of 
projects such as the £3.5bn 
Channel Tunnel rail link. More 



The line to private finance: An artist's impression of a Eurostar international train emerging from the Essex side of 
the tunnel to be built under the Thames as part of the Channel Ttinnel rail link, which has won £3.5bn of PFI funding 


than 1,400 projects have been 
identified by Whitehall depart- 
ments as PFI candidates. How- 
ever, only about 10 per cent of 
these involve investment of 
more than £I0m. 

The review wfll examine the 
role that could best be played 
by a new public-private sector 
taskforce working within the 
Treasury and reporting direct to 
the Paymaster General. It will 
also examine the effectiveness 


of the Private Finance Panel the 
full-time body set up to ad- 
minister the PFI, and what 
“generic obstacles" to progress 
there are. 

In its Business Manifesto, 
Labour set out a 12-point plan 
fox reforming the PFI. Under 
this, deals already signed would 
be allowed to proceed but every 

would besubjected^to more rig^ 
oious appraisal lo avoid long de- 


partmental “wish lists" ap- 
pearing. 

Labour also pledged to draw 
up new guidelines on tendering 
for partnership projects in con- 
sultation with the National 
Audit Office and the Audit 
Commission. 

The CBI welcomed Mr 
Robinson’s announcement. 
Charles Cox, chairman of its 
public procurement and effi- 
ciency committee, said: “The 


abolition of universal testing is 
a major polity leap for the PFI. 
We are pleased that the Gov- 
ernment has accepted that not 
all projects are PFI-able. Now 
the Government must set real- 
istic PFI targets and adequate 
capital budgets. 

Mr Bates was until recently 
a director of the Private Finance 
Panel and was deputy manag- 
ing director of GEC for 12 
years until March this year. 


NAPF warns 
Brown over 
tax credits 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 


The National Association of 
Pension Funds expressed “deep 
concern" yesterday at the widely 
held belief that Gordon Brown, 
the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, was planning to reduce or 
abolish the tax advantages en- 
joyed by pension funds. 

Speaking at the association's 
annual conference in. Harro- 
gate, Ann Robinson, the 
NAPFs director general, 
warned the Government that an 
assault on the advance corpo- 
ration tax (ACT) credit that in- 
stitutions currently claim hack 
from the Treasury would be “ill 
advised - a serious mistake." 

The NAPF is concerned that, 
haying promised not to raise in- 
dividual income tax rates, the 
Government will be forced to 
attack the corporate sector to 
plug the gaps in the public fi- 
nances. It is thought the Gov- 
ernment might , view the 
investing institutions as a more 
palatable target than the com- 
panies it strenuously wooed in 
the run-up to the election. ’ 

Currently pension funds and 
other tax-exempt investors re- 
ceive dividends on which the 
company has already paid ad- 
vance corporation tax at a rate 
of 20 per cent. The funds are 
able to claim this tax back from 
the government while the com- 
pany offsets its advance pay- 


ment against subsequent main- 
stream corporation tax bills, 
resulting in an overall reduction 
in the amount of tax collected 
by the government. 

It is a system the NAPF de- 
fends because it argues taxis paid 
on the funds later when pensions 
are actually drawn by individual 
pensioners. According to Ms 
Robinson, “Imposing a tax on 
dividends to pension funds has 
the effect of imposing double 
taxation on individuals 

The cost to the government 
of returning tax to gross funds 
is estimated at up to £4bn a year, 
making it an obvious target for 
a revenue-hungiy government. 

. Four years ago, Norman Lam- 
ont reduced the rate at which 
advanced corporation tax was 
paid (and refunded) from 25 per 
cent, raising around £lbn. 

The NAPF argues that abol- 
ishing or reducing the rebate 
might be self-defeating because 
it would mean profitable com- 
panies bad to divert more of 
their retained profits into their 
pension funds to maintain their 
ability to pay promised pensions. 
This would lessen the apparent 
tax benefit to the government 
by reducing the amount of 
mainstream corporation tax it 
could raise from businesses. 

Another side effect might be 
a reduction in the pension fund 
revenues of local authorities and 
cither public sector employers. 

Comment page 23 


ER M rumour trips up sterling High street spree gathers pace 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


i* i r 


! i*. 


The pound fell to its lowest level 
for several weeks yesterday 
after speculation that the Gov- 
ernment planned to take 
Britain back into the exchange 
rate mechanism at a rate of 
DM230 briefly swept the cur- 
rency market. .... 

The Treasury dented the 
rumour, and investors later 
bought sterling at the lower 
level. But its exchange rate 
against the German mark 
ended nearly 4 pfennigs lower 
iat just under DM2.77 last mghL 

“The Government has no in- 
tention of joining the ERM" a 

Treasure official said firmly. 

Some City conspiracy theo- 


rists said the unattributed 

rumour was the ideal way of get- 
ting the pound down from its re- 
cent, uncomfortable heights. 
Others said that after this week’s 
surprise announcement about 
the Bank of England's inde- 
pendence anything was possible. 

But Neil MacKinnon, chief 
economist at Citibank, said: 
“No new Chancellor wants to be 
faced with a slide in the currency 
in his first week in office." He 
pointed out that the fall yes- 
terday was exaggerated by the 
fact that most of it took.place 
overnight in New York, where 
trading in sterling is light. 

Alison Cottrell, an analyst at 
Paine Webber, said: “This kind 
of speculation was to be ex- 
pected. The pound is the last 


European currency where there 
is any scope for it." 

Some analysts said that it was 
plausible that the new Gov- 
ernment would want to take 
Britain back into the exchange 
rate mechanism, in the new 
spirit of co-operation with the 
EU. 

But they saw the British pres- 
idency of the European Union 
in the first half of 1998 as the 
more likely occasion, especial- 
ly as the Chancellor has all but 
ruled out British membership of 
the single currency in the first 
wave. 

Although the ERM rumour 
was the focus of attention, the 
pound's welcome weakness yes- 
terday was probably due at 
least as much roa decline in the 


US dollar. It dived against the 
yen following strong indica- 
tions that the Japanese au- 
thorities will not let the yen fall 
any further. 

The US currency dropped be- 
low ¥124 for the first time m a 
month, compared with its 
1 May high of ¥127 JO. 

Esuke Sakakibara, a Ministry 
of Finance official, said yester- 
day he could foresee the dollar 
faffing to¥lCG.It is very unusual 
for Japanese officials to make 
such an explicit comment 

“Mr Sakakibara ’s willingness 
to depart from the conventions 
is an indication of bow serious 
the Japanese authorities now 
are," said Stephen Lewis, chief 
economist at London Bond 
Broking. 


Diane Coyle 

and Michael Harrison 

The national shopping spree 
gathered pace last month, with 
die volume of sales on the high 
street expanding at the fastest 
pace since November. 

The results of the Confeder- 
ation of British Industry’s 
monthly survey backed Gordon 
Brown’s decision to raise 
interest rates by a quarter-point 
earlier this week, despite a sub- 
dued industrial performance. 
City experts said yesterday that 
the economy was still expand- 
ing fast enough to require fur- 
ther action, whether through tax 
or interest rate increases. 

“This will keep up the pres- 
sure for further tightening of 


monetary or fiscal policy in 
coming months,” said Michael 
Saunders at Salomon Brothers. 
Industry is keen for taxes to take 
the strain for fear higher inter- 
est rates will keep the pound 
strong. 

British Steel one of the com- 
panies hardest hit by sterling's 
strengthening, yesterday 
warned that it was putting 83 
million jobs at risk. 

In a briefing note sent to min- 
isters and MBs in steel con- 
stituencies, its chairman. Sir 
Brian Moffat called on the 
Chancellor, Gordon Brown, to 
introduce measures that would 
help bring sterling down to a 
“sustainable level" of DM2.40- 
DMZ50. 

The note says that the UK’s 


policy of controlling inflation 
largely through interest rates 
needed to be changed urgently. 
If sterling remained at current 
levels, the deterioration in the 
competitiveness of the UK 
economy would accelerate. 

British Steel repeated the 
call by the CBI for a balanced 
approach to inflation, using 
both interest rates and fiscal 
measures aimed at those sectors 
of the economy where infla- 
tionary pressures were evident. 

Separately, industrial con- 
glomerate BTR became the 
latest victim of the pound, warn- 
ing exchange rates had knocked 
£35m off operating profits in the 
first half of the year. 

Highlighting the contrasting 
fortunes of exporters and con- 


sumers, the CBI reported in its 
distributive trades survey yes- 
terday that the annual rale of 
increase in retail sales volumes 
in April was the highest since 
November, and expected to 
continue into May. 

The balance of retailers 
reporting sales volumes higher 
rather than lower than a year 
ago was 42 per cent up from 33 
per cent, in March and 32 per 
cent a year earlier. 

The sharpest rises were in fur- 
niture and carpets, and clothing, 
with footwear sales also strong. 

Motor traders also reported 
an increase in annual sales vol- 
umes, confounding downbeat 
expectations after a drop in 
March. 

BTR profit warning, page 24 
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£L5bn wiped 
off BTR 



shares after 


warning 


Magnus Grimond . 


BTR, the engineering to pack- 
aging conglomerate, yesterday 
saw £1.5bn knocked off its mar- 
ket value after shattering in- 
vestors] confidence with its 
fourth profit warning in three 
years. The group, which Ian 
Srrachan, the new chief execu- 
tive, has been struggling to 
revitalise since the be ginning of 
Iasi year, said the effect of ster- 
ling's strength in the first half 
would be to wipe £35 m from op- 
erating profits. 

Although he said the impact 
would be lessened in the second 
six months of the year, he 
warned that the group's prob- 
lems extended beyond currency 
to economic problems around 
the world, particularly in Ger- 
many and Australia which ac- 
count for 30 per cent of sales. 

Analysts immediately slashed 
profit forecasts for the current 
year by 10-15 percent and the 


shares slumped 36.5p to dose 
at 231p, Further pressure was 
piled on the stock as it became 
clear that one large investor had 
unloaded 80 mutton shares at 
well below the market price. 

SBC Vferburg is thought to 
have handled the placing in a 
bought deal, buying the stake at 
215p a share and selling on at 
219p. Tbe bank refused to com- 
ment, other than to say it bad 
been , a two-way trader in the 
stock yesterday. 

Geoff Allum, a conglomer- 
ates analyst at Henderson 
Crosthwaite, the stockbrokers, 
described the latest news as 
p awful”. He has diced a 



Pressure: lan Strachan says problems extend beyond currency to struggling economies 


“pretty awful* 

tenth from his previous profits 


forecast leaving a pre-tax fig- 
ure of£1.22bn for this year, and 
said the market had previously 


been prepared to give BTR the 
efit of tbe doubt. The bur- 


benei 

den of proof had shifted to the 
company. “The market will now 
expect the worst." 


Addressing shareholders at 
the company’s annual meeting 
yesterday, Mr Strachan main- 
tained that the restructuring 
strategy unveiled test year re- 
mained on track. The divest- 
ment programme was 80 per 
cent complete, acquisitions 
were in hand and over 50 re- 
structuring projects were being 
pursued. 

“It is ... my firm expectation 


that the underlying perfor- 
mance of the group's continu- 
ing businesses will improve 
steadily as our strategy is im- 
plemented, and that attractive 
returns will be generated in the 
years ahead.” 

BTR said its warning was 
based on trading in the first four 
months of the year, with the dif- 
ficulties in Germany likely to 
spill over into the rest of 


Europe. Underlying sales, ex- 
cluding currency effects. wfll be 
ahead in the first half, although 
operating profits will fall, with 


performance picking up again 
1 half of 


in the secoDdhalf of 1997. 

Parts of the automotive, 
power drives and process con- 
trol equipment were among 
businesses mentioned as being 
affected by the problems in 
Germany and Australia. 


Body Shop plans ad blitz to lift UK sales 


N&el Cope 

City Correspondent 


Body Shop International, the 
campaigning toiletries retailer, 
will launch its first really big UK 
advertising campaign later this 
year. It will be designed to 
boost sales of planned new 
product launches and help lift 


Body Shop has typically 
spumed the use of advertising 
in favour of campaigning pub- 
licity initiatives often led by 
founder Anita Roddick. Most of 


the group's previous advertising 
moves have been relatively lim- 
ited affairs, mostly in the United 
States where the company has 
also been strug gling. 

Angela Bawtree, head of in- 
vestor relations, said: “It won’t 
be a huge television campaign 
with slots during News at Ten. 
It will mostly be a print cam- 
paign." She declined to put a 
value on the move. 

The announcement came as 
Body Shop disappointed the 
City with poor sales figures 
and news that last year’s prof- 


its had been hit by a heavy 
charge for re-structuring its 
struggling French operation. 

The company has taken a 
.£6.5m charge related to the 
business which has been battling 
against weak demand and high 
rental costs. The write-off wfll 
cover loans to the head fran- 
chise operator and the compa- 
ny is seeking a new franchisee. 

“The stores were affected by 
tbe bombs of last year and 
sales didn't recover, says Ms 
Bawtree. “The franchisee was 
not in a position to invest fur- 


ther. We didn’t want to take the 
stores over as we feel they 
should be run by a French op- 
erator. We are in talks with var~> 
ious potential replacements." 

The shares fell 2p to 188-5p 
as analysts digested a 2 per cent 
fall in like-for-like sales in cur- 
rent trading across the group. 
Though the British stores are 
showing 3 per cent growth after 
a fiat period last year, sales in 
the US are 4 per cent lower. 

Tbe company appointed a 
new US chief executive last 
September and has been im- 


proving its product packaging 
and stores to suit an American 
audience. “We knew it was go- 
ing to take time but we are con- 
fident we are moving in the right 
direction,” Ms Bawtree said. 

Group profits, excluding ex- 
ceptional items, were 17 per 
cent higher at £382m in the year 
to 1 March. The dividend has 
been increased by 38 per cent 
to 4.7p a share, in line with the 
company's plans to adopt a 
progressive policy on the pay- 
out. The company also has 
£25 .2m of net cash. 


Lonrho sugar sale 
triggers Ml in rand 


Lonrho sold its South African 
subsidiary. Lonrho Sugar 
Corporation, yesterday to the 
country’s biggest producer. 
Illovo Sugar, for £223. 4m. The 
l.om rand cash payment was so 
big that it drove tire rand down 
to its lowest levels in two 
months. 

The sale is a key step for 
Lonrho in its drive to sell off 
unwanted businesses and 
demerge into two companies, 
one focused on mining and the 
other on African trading 
businesses that include car 
distribution and property 
management. 

A Lonrho spokesman said 
yesterday that the deal would 
cut the company’s debt burden 
by 40 per cent and give Nicholas 
Morrell, chief executive, valu- 
able breathing space in his 
demerger programme, which he 
aims to have under way by the 
year end. 

The spokesman said the deal 
would also buy time for the 
company in its attempts to sell 
its Princess hotels division at as 
good a price as possible. 
Lonrho's shares rose 2p to 
137-5p following yesterday's 
announcement. 

Mr Morrell himself said: 
“The disposal of our share- 
holding in Lonrho Sugar 
Corporation represents a 



Nicholas Morrell: Wants to 
get the demerger under way 


further important step in 
realising the inherent value of 
Lonrho’s businesses and 
reducing group debt while 
further enhancing the compet- 
itive position of LSC through its 
merger with Ulovo." 

Illovo said the acquisition of 
Lonrho’s 94.25 per cent stake 
in Lonrho Sugar, which owns 
plantations in Swaziland, South 
Africa, Mauritius and Malawi, 
would give it access to lower- 
cost production in sub-Saharan 
Africa. 

“Lonrho Sugar is a globally 


competitive, low-cost produc- 
er with a wide geographic 
spread of assets," said Don 
MacLeod, Illovo ’s managing 
director. 

The company’s attractions 
include cheap labour costs, 
high yields from its soil quali- 
ty and Irrigation network and 
a geographic range that 
spreads weather risks over a 
large area. 

The deal, which ends months 
of speculation about the future 
of Lonrho's sugar business, 
will create Africa’s biggest 
sugar group with interests 
ranging across southern and 
east Africa. 

Lonrho Sugar is listed on the 
Johannesburg Stock Exchange 
and the Swaziland Stock 
Market In the year to 31 March 
1996, Lonrho Sugar made pre- 
tax profits of £27.8m on 
turnover of £99.6m. It had 
shareholder's funds of £662 m 
at the year end. 

Minority shareholders wfll 
be offered 13.90 rand in cash per 
share and will also be entitled 
to the final dividend. 

Lonrho Sugar shares, which 
are only infrequently dealt, last 
traded at 1620 rand on Mon- 
day. The stock has risen from 
12.60 rand since Lonrho Sugar 
flagged that it was in takeover 
talks in February. 


IN BRIEF 


Midland set to buy Echo Press 


Midland Independent Newspapers plans to acquire Echo Press 
for £3:7m. fit tus address to the annual general meeting. Sir Notman 
Fowler, chairman, said that group trading in the first quarter had 
been “promising" with advertising revenue up and the cost of 
newsprint down. He said the group was committed to a three- 
point strategy to deliver benefits to shareholders - expanding the 
newspaper division by acquisition and by launching more titles; 
adding to the range of specialist magazines and exhibitions: and 
developing new media services. He said Echo Press published the 
Loughborough Echo , a weekly paid-for newspaper, and six asso- 
ciated titles which complemented the group’s Midlands franchise. 


Romtec profits increase 


Romtec announced a increase in annual pre-tax profits from 
£257,000 to £326,000, accompanied by a Up dividend. Russ 
Nathan, chairman, said: “The company s intention is to continue 
specialising in the IT and telecoms sector. This market has enabled 
rapid growth to be achieved and continues to offer scope for con- 
tinuing growth both in our range of products and services and in 
geographic coverage." Last year overseas turnover increased by 
37 per cent to £1.6m. Exports now account for 34 per cent of rev- 
enues, compared with 31 per cent in the previous year. 


Rentokif sells cranes division for £8m 


Rentokfl Initial has sold the large cranes division of its ex-BET sub- 
sidiary, Graystou White and Sparrow, to Sarens of Belgium, for 
£Sm. The deal includes the sale of four large cranes and the trans- 
fer of 25 operating personnel It has an annual turnover of £4m 
and net tangible assets of £6m. Profit on the sale will be £600,000. 


Lynx interims rise to £3„7m 


Lynx Holdings increased taxable profits from £2.07m to £3.71m 
in the half-year to 31 March. The interim dividend rises from 0.45p 
to 0.5p. Roger Pinnington, chairman, said: “The investments we 
have made in existing products and services and in selected ac- 
quisitions provides Lynx with significant growth opportunities". 
The full benefits of the merger to form Sphinx CST would not 
be seen until the next financial year. The mortgage and personal 
lending systems company had a quiet start to the year due to a 
shortfall in new licence sales, but prospects have increased. 
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Bed maker 
profits rise 
and shine 


Silentnight Holdings, the bed 
manufacturer, saw profits rise 
by 29 per cent to £l4.3m last 
year boosted by strong sales in 
its core UK market and its 
mowing business in the United 
States. The shares rose ID per 
cent to 32Sp on the news. 

Bill Simpson, chief executive, 
said: “It is the group’s contin- 
ued aim to maintain its strong 
position in the UK bed market, 
to grow its share of the UK cab- 
inet market and to grow jts bed 
business in North America both 
organically and by acquisition 
when suitable opportunities 
present themselves." 

He added that he expected a 
more normal rate of sales 
growth in the bed market this 
year whilst the company had 
planned for further growth in 
the cabinet business. 

Group sales rose from £189m 
to £2 12m in the year to 1 Feb- 
ruary. The dividend was in- 
creased by 25 per cent to lOp a 
share. 
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Kwik Save 
heat in kitchen as 


store sales crumble 


J bst when things look re- 
ally bad for Kwik Save, 
they up and get even 
worse. Britain's biggest dis- 
count supermarket insisted 
six months ago that this was 
not a business on its knees, de- 
spite the announcement of 
huge job losses, store closures 
ana a collapse in profits. Man- 
agement insisted then, as now, 
that Kwik Save’s squeezed 
market position, between the 
big four superstore ch a in s and 
the Continental “hard" dis- 
counters is not untenable. In- 
vestors must soon start to 
seriously question if any of 
these claims are true. 

Yesterday's disguised prof- 
its warning contained enough 
signs to suggest that this is a 
business in long-term decline. 
And the shares fell another 


to fulfil them, but his one may 
come back to haunt him- . 

There ought to be a place in 
the market for a discount op- 
eration, but it is worth point- 
ing out that as the big four 
superstore groups scoop up 
market share. Kvwk Save is not 
the only one feeling the heat. 
The other division two players, 
such as Somerfield, Iceland 
and William Morrison, are 
also struggling to buQd sales 
and have been concentrating 
instead on margin growth. 

Assuming analysts’ fore- 
casts of £72m for the full year 
are met, Kwik Save shares 
trade on a lowly forward rat- 
ing of 10. But they should stiD 
be avoided. 


37jj?to 291p. 


te main worry is that the 
group's sales seem to be crum- 
bling. Same-store sales fell by 
1.6 per cent in the first half, but 
have nose-dived by 6 per cent 
in the seven weeks since the 
period end in mid-March. 
Management blames a third of 
the fall on an unflattering 
comparison with a strong pe- 
riod in the previous year, 
when sales were boosted by the 
price war on commodity items, 
which cut the price of baked 
beans to 3p a can. Even so, that 
still leaves a 4 per cent real 
decline. 

Other indicators are equally 
worrying. Customer numbers 
fell by 3 per cent on last year. 
The average value of transac- 
tions detuned by a similar 
amount. Kwik Save's punchy 
Australian chief executive, 
Graeme Bowler, points to a 1 
percent increase in margins as 
evidence that competitive 
pressure is easing and man- 
agement is taking a firm grip 
on theft and waste. But in the 
long run the City is less inter- 
ested in margins and more In 
building the sales line. 

Kwik Save is making much 
of tbe launch of its own-brand 
range last month, with 150 
more lines to come. This is a 
welcome move but, again, is 
more about building margins 
than driving sales. 

Mr Bowler has nailed his 
colours to tbe mast with a 
stated aim of pushing the sales 
figures into, at worst, neutral 
and, with luck, positive terri- 
tory by the year-end. 

Managers do not usually 
make promises unless they 
are fairly certain of being able 


McAlpine deal 
raises doubts 


A lfred McAlpine, the 
construction group, yes- 
terday put investors out 
of their misery by unveiling tbe 
£42m terms of its takeover of 
Raine, its much troubled rival. 
The reaction was predictably 

M. il 1 .. A 


a. 


negative, with McAJpine’s 
13.5p to 


shares slumping , 

I535p after it accompanied 
the announcement with news 
.of a two-for-seven rights call 
at 142p to raise £28.9m. 
McAlpine is offering 0.146 of 
its own shares for every one in 
Raine, valuing tbe latter at 
22.4p. 

Trie agreed deal, revealed 
last month, has plenty of in- 
dustrial logic The combination 


Kwik Save: At a glance 
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Don’t miss out on Oxford rights issue 


O xford Molecular is a slightly different an- 
imal from the usual biotechnology hope- 
ful, given its concentration on producing 
the specialist computer software necessary to 
handle the massive amounts of data required 
to develop drugs nowadays. This Slbn market 
is growing fast, given the increasing inability 
of paper-based systems to cope and the added 
kicker provided by the relentless drive for 
efficiencies and speedier methods of drug 
discovery. 

Oxford’s success is underlined by two agree- 
ments with Glaxo Wellcome for the use and 
development of its Corams Manager basic soft- 
ware or “architecture" - to which was added 
yesterday a one-year deal with Astra Arcus, 
an offshoot of Astra, the Swedish drugs giant. 
The beauty of the agreement is that while Ox- 
ford gains access to Astra’s huge resources, it 
retains the rights to any new software which 
emerges from the project. 

Arguably less welcome for shareholders was 


news of yet another cash -raising to fund 
acquisitions, the latest in a string since the 
group floated at 80p a share three years ago. 
The one-for-seven rights at 360p a share will 
raise £30.4m to meet the $223m | £13.9m) cost 
of acquiring Genetics Computer and MLR Au- 
tomation, two US pharmaceutical software 
companies. Unlike Oxford, which yesterday re- 
ported 1996 losses halved to £1.85m, both the 
companies being picked up are profitable. 

Genetics Computer, for which $20m is 
being paid, is described by Oxford as the 
pioneer of the use of computers in analysing 
the genetic map of man. Its Wisconsin Pack- 
age suite of computer progr amm er, to be 
merged with Oxford's recently launched 
Omiga product, is used by over 30,000 re- 
searchers, the company believes. MLR’s CSAP 
software package has been distributed by Ox- 
ford since last year. Oxford will have £25m cash 
after the latest deals. With shares down just 
6p at 402.5, investors should climb in. 
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of the two groups’ social boos- , 
j pg businesses will create a 
markecleaders, delivering 
something like 1,400 unite a 
year. That should be a growth 
business if Labour fulfils its 
pledge to revitalise the sector. 

But the takeover hangs or 
fells on what the manage- 
ment makes of private house- 
building, which forms the 
backbone of both businesses. , 
Although McAlpirie’s profits 
there slumped 20 per cent to **• ; 
£9.1m on. turnover of £lS7m 
last year, the group should be 
capable of turning in margins 
of at least 10 per cent, based 
on the performance of better 
placed rivals. Me Alpine’s 
housebuilding side .and 
Raine’s Hassali Homes should 
give combined turnover . of 
around £320m, suggesting, 
underlying profits of at least 
£30m are in sight, more than 
double the 1996 figure. 

The McAlpine manage- 
ment wfll get a fair wind from 
merger savings. Up to 200 jobs 
could go at Raine after the 
closure of four overlapping 
bousing offices and tbe group 
head office. Analysts guess the 
potential savings could be as 
much as £6m. 

But Raine is in effect being 
bought from its bankers, 
following a ball out in 1995, 
and McAlpine shareholders 
are still smarting from the last 
rights in 1994 at 205p a share. 

If the group can achieve 
£30m, the shares stand on a 
forward p/e of P, but the man- 
agement has a lot to prove. 
Unattractive. 
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Bre-X president alleges fraud 


t 


In a new twist to the Bre-X Min- 
erals gold mining scandal, the 
company's president, David 
Walsh, yesterday filed a fraud 
complaint with die Royal Cana- 
dian Mounted Police (RCMP), 
a spokeswoman for the police 
safcL^ The move follows the delist- 


ing from the Toronto exchange 
oft! 


the shares, which lost nearly 
all their value after trading was 
restarted earlier this week. 

Following a report by auditor 
Strathcona Mineral Services 
branding Bre-X's claim to the 
world's biggest gold mine a 
scam, Mr Walsh handed a letter 
alleging a fraud to members of 


the RCMP’s commercial crime 
unit. No suspeetswere identified 
in the letter, Bre-X company 
officials could not immediately 
be reached for comment. 

The ding of the complaint is 
Lhe latest development in what 
has been described as “the 
wori<f s biggest mining scam", in- 
volving the fabrication of test 
data at a secret Borneo labora- 
tory, the unexplained death of a 
Bre-X geologist after a fall from 
a helicopter and evidence that 
senior directors made fortunes 
from share sales last year at the 
height of the shares' popularity. 
Bre-X shares lost 80 per cent 


of their value in a 30-minute pe- 
riod in March after one of the 
company’s partners, Freeport- 
McMoran, said us own tests had 
found “insignificant" quanti- 
ties of gold at the Busang mine 
in the jungles of Indonesian 
Borneo. 

Records of die Ontario Se- 
curities Commission showed 
that Mr Walsh sold 300,000 
shares at an average price of 
around C$25 between April, 
and September 1996, netting 
about C$7.5m (£33m). In all, 
directors and their families 
cashed in shares worth more 
than CSlOOxn. 
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Sticking with ex-mutual benefits smarter investors 
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The “smarter investor" stayed 
with Alliance & Leicester when 
J * 16 former building society 
became a bank. Their shares, 
which opened at S 42 p nearly 
three weeks ago, yesterday 
reached 626 J 5 p with a 41 p 
gam. 

flie 600,000 members who 
elected to sell their entitlement 
through auctions organised by 
stockbroker Cazenove col- 
lected 533 . 7 p a share. 

During its stock market life 
A&L has only briefly been be- 
(ow the auction price when it 
touched 533 p. 

The share performance has 
ipade nonsense of most of the 
forecasts drifting around in the 
weeks before the flotation. In 
the few days ahead of the 
debut opinion hardened with 
estimates of the opening price 
stretching to 540 p. 

The shares of the unlucky 
pOD.MIO were parcelled up and 
sold through auction to insti- 
tutional investors. The highest 


nice paid was believed to be 


is due to the headlong bull mar- 
ket in genera] and the money 
share boom in particular. 
Banks, insurance companies 
and anything with a financial 
inclination has become hot 
property as fund managers 
strive to adjust their portfolio 
weightings to the exploding 
financial sector. 

They need to build their 
holdings in the likes of A&L 
and the other converters, Hal- 
ifax and so on, from a zero 
base. In the meantime, they 
have to settle for greater ex- 
posure by buying into existing 
quoted companies. 

Their problem is underlined 
by Abbey National, where pri- 
vate investors still have around 
half the capital eight years af- 
ter conversion. 

Abbey shares stretched to a 
new peak of 884 . 5 p, up 36 p, 
and IJoyds TSB put on 24 J>p 
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to 6025 p. HSBC led the bank- 
ing pack with a 9 lp surge to 
1 , 795 p; National Westminster, 
Standard Chartered and Gen- 
eral Accident were others in 
demand. 

Stories persist Halifax in- 
tends to use its quoted muscle 
for bids sochi after it arrives 
next month. One possible tar- 
get is seen as Norwich Union, 
the insurance group due to 
float a few weeks afterwards. 

Financials were a large fac- 
tor behind another upbeat 
market display, with Footsie 
surging to a new peak .of 
4 , 580.4 points, up 42 . 9 . For 
much oi the session it was 
lower in the water but a beady 
New York opening turned the 


tide, underpinning the strength 
of financials. It was, however, 
once again a market of the 
haves and have-nots. Second 
and third liners drifted with the 
FTSE 250 index off 8.6 points. 

J Sainsbury, the superstores 
chain, continued to prosper 
from hopes hs profit dedine had 
been arrested; it was also helped 
by stories of a meat tie-up with 
Marks & Spencer. A Sainsbury 
spokeswomen described the 
rumour as “pure speculation* 
and then said: “We never corn- 
meal on rumours.” 

However, according to mar- 
ket sources, the two retail gi- 
ants plan a joint operation to 
re-established the appeal of 
British meat They intended to 


sell under a joint brand name 
through specially created de- 
partments in their stores. 
Sainsbury nose Up to 36 flp; 
Marks firmed to 505 - 5 p. 

BTR was the day's casually, 
crashing 36 .Sp to 231 p follow- 
ing its profit warning. A big 
deal, thought to be by SBC 
Warburg, increased the dis- 
comfort Whrburg is thought to 
have sold around 80 million 
shares at 219 p, having picked 
them up at 2 l 5 - 5 p. 

MEPC, the property group, 
added 18 Jp to 493 p on Ham- 
merson bid stories but British 
Land gave ground on rights is- 
sue fears. Storehouse contin- 
ued to encounter the alleged 
wall of negative sen timent, off 
lp to 2083 d, a low. 

United News & Media's at- 
tempt to move into digital 
television lifted the shares 13 p 
to 755 . 5 p- but BSkyB, with 
Henderson Crosihwaite mov- 
ing from hold to sell, fell 5 - 5 p 
lo 595 _ 5 p. HTV shaded io 3 Q 5 p 


after a lunchtime meeting with 
Henderson. 

House of Fraser, following 
a Henderson-hosted dinner at 
London's Ritz Hotel, firmed 
2 _ 5 p to ] 74 p and Rank was lit- 
tle changed at 4445 p after the 
stockbroker’s dinner at the 
Howard HoteL 

Cable & Wireless put oo 5 p 
to 501 Jp; Hong Kong Telecom 
results were encouraging but 
the company remained silent 
about hs future HKT rela- 
tioDship- 

Rail track jumped 20 p to 
447 J 5 p; the second instalment 
of I 90 p is due next month. 
Stagecoach advanced 19 i»p to 
618 _ 5 p as its South Wfest Trains 
off-shoot escaped further 
penalties. 

Aston Villa continued to 
find the going soggy, falling 
120 p to 950 p against an l, 100 p 
placing, ran Andean Re- 
sources lost 14 p to 34 . 5 p on the 
seeming break down in its re- 
lationship with BHP. 


Taking Stock 


CJPfctra Diamonds lost a fitfie 
lustre although the signalled 
Ending statement suggested a 
significant discovery. Its 
Northern Cape Province 
prospect in South Africa has 
produced stones representing 
30.81 carats per 100 tonnes, a 
particularly high yield. Other 
finds are expected. The shares 
fcfl 7 p to 57 . 5 p a gains t last 
week’s 30 p placing. 

CJAsk Central, the latest 
restannuit venture of the 
Kaye family (Golden Egg and 
Garflmkels) gained 22 _ 5 p to 
2 l 7 . 5 p. It is expected to dou- 
ble profits to £L 4 m this yean 
The company, raising £ 53 m 
through a rights issue, is val- 
ued at £L 75 m per restaurant; 
PizzaExpress is at £ 3 * 2 m. 

Dlordet the unclear decom- 
mi&kmer, produced interims 
of £ 204,000 and could make 
£ 500,000 this year with £lm 
next. The shares are 51 -Sp. 



Alcoholic Beverages 

25 fif «« n, _) Dstr * u tors 
Jv Jv |» 3 S£, % ; ® £■ £■ JSJjs, « %■. : 

B, 2 - ffr" SM 1 S B x; i- s SmsS*^ 

1 1 gr i g i ! 1 ^ wt^ * i " i 

“ • ■ «.«}, a»TT»H 657 -»,l £ § 3 s 

Bams, Mer cha nt 1 S : ® ^ 4 Ft »B' re*. »■ « » « 


<re 3 BD QorAtai 

«S 0 , 354 '- OnuBtai 


J®. cotm 


MU 2 S ' ca’i s ~ ^2 . W sn Co* cc 

ze SEX, 2 S' J - 58 **o a* 1 ” 

V*? * ZZS lentKS 22 ? 4 4 ? RA 5 ffC I 26 . SB Carmen 


as'- . 48 xa 2 aai 
Wf *iV 36 3 B 44 


S SvW - 

*sj ssssi 
ft ft 


2 

2 > 


n BB 348 B «4 16 EM pkk B, 

. 320 35 E W 95 : StJmm* 

B 33 1 : 21 S SMBK 4 ai 

■ -ae T*\ tB: Wfearaon «'a 

80 Th 2850 23 W, WlM tt 

£ Internationals 

a ns so — . 


Me* cat TO MEMi 

«b ■ a am 

«>>■>. H O 


« 3 J . SSV NUESCOUcyoQ'.-rV ■ -SB) 
B SB Si -V 30 S BE 


2 b 4 »+ 2 S B 8 8 B 417 t? 1 : tS”) JmiiS H?'j - 

tfc'a ♦IS 57 W 453 B*i C; JMiTnai RS'r »■ 


g =33 m. ?lr w rov-. £ 

ns SJJSJSsoi 

no m m 4 n» ° ‘ MU*n _ SB . * 5 ^ 


an, ca«o-'. xr 

Oh a*x Anrfaon C* 0 ’i -l’a M 


CBV- 41 
93 H Ah B 0 


57 « 4 BU ^ 

so o «n 306 V an won su 4 

» *n*n*or 3 < 

987 9 CT : L»D«> SB -1 

„ 68 , HS LEya 5 mCo 62 - 

H « aa 1 , a iMra oc. -i 

2 * 310 33 '. 23 '. MQtam 91 

£ : & " 

“ « * « UoWIna'Oo ®V - 

• • “ Q 3 cr'i UwBSmQK 60 *; - 


TEth ZB\ Hw 90 
230 20 MkHft 20 

266 X< rtOTBCftrt 255 


p*. o « to kSE [ Share Price Data 

m, fa * SB to “ WcaBBm in stertnc acaptwtrare stated ThBy«W blast ysartec&vidBnd pnssodip 
tart 2 B X 42 1 , Z 7 535 » 20 per cent, ss a pereentapeai the share prtca The price/BBnilnss (P/E) ratio Is tt« share 
Sf** » 132 5 £ P"“ «Mded fay fast jeart eanmos per sham, uodidig moapUbnal tam 
tl* tv ■ sa w am OtfwtWater BtrigWff* Bf-r 3 hidanrf a Ex a* i; UnSstud Searttios Markat s Suspended 
" > JZ * lsa . SippPertt»P 8 MpmNJPablSharaa.t AW Stock Sowoa*. FT kitomwBon 


-tt 4 ffl Locprtij ™ O 4 ' Qnnn 

®Sl 082 ’: * 2 ‘s 15 vn w I .- Bn nxu i m 

w 40 SSffl «>;• EuottoHBOB, 

tt 8 <r n Unon n -. , 24 JK W'» K\ Bimltaa 

am so Wxu 350 *E « « Sn g ^ ■ 

Banks, Retail j 

Jp* rtt’r-S 2 fi W oo! 57 '; 3 nlwn 

886 70 4 UMVIM ,, 51 rift nn SUV 


- ™ *■ 75 ^” lWr -1 X n nn 7 B « 57 ; OnlMn 64 . Sfi VT, anS an 1 

SBV »<, Sf ! rt36 37 S 7 54 n SB*S HaadtsmCp 30 ; . » OT ^ ™ 

55 ? ® 6 :n« 33 64 vm 583 ^ 440 mnOi 442 '- u IS S? m ojr, 

40 a®, 3 ® S r » worn S«, » 


m a* to as 44 B 5 . “ 

£ ; S5? : 3 

“ Ssa S 

rmrinrrrinr IfcKrl* 1 5 A M biaelS £ 54 *. - 23 

EJi^nA-u uig iuKm gjcj, o'r*» n 

3 ?v a>V MFMl 351 , - - - MB 209 *®V 3 H I +SJ', 03 

NO tS 4 M O . a IB 623 47 B'.HtmS BSWx IS 

W tt Art 3 « *6 ■ S « ® SEV 05 ’, H 4 Bbc 42 

757 6 B 8 , MnFUtar £CB -S 38 *3 170 Oi«r Oi ™ 0 >> ® 

07 .f BBQM 04 •*, 43 00 020 35 \ IHlmk t 3 h’, -> tt 

2 B 2 2275 BoCKm 2 B 2 t* 8 V » 67 1438 2 i u r f’.hco CD’— V 09 

at BodMd «*, fr 2 B 387 863 *7 Mnllynn CS&’b - 2 ’r 17 

a BS 7 1 : UM 723 +9 16 2 M 379 43 435 IMCom 43 

1 Q 9 V 907 OW B 6 B »aV 35 - USB Vh «>, 0 ISBa*Jl W 445 - 

36 ", 32 f,Cmt***, C 39 V^ 35 ■ XSO SB’. « P«Z +'• - 

^ K 4 S Ud 391 <tl« 4 S 62 3 C 3 28 , W H PtraW 2 CB> ♦.« 43 

23 13 LuCaMtty 81 - » 80 3232 3 f. Sl”cftri«a« Bj, ■> 29 

« 5 > 81 Ksfcr« 1 « »+V * Jffl 4300 H»J O S»/%r,B Cffrt'r S 


JSi* 155 66 TfA. 304 MOV ti ouL , 304 .44 u m "* J *** 

J* 394 ’. 46 ‘. 09 . 3 tH 8 3 *', 2 H'i afe'a+C 2 B 17 B 3 m Fll|| j |»f f H l l I 

*2r ft*?® 400 4 j'; 47 . 367 36V UnSffw* S IO M “Tr*****! 

84 - gJ. BattaBO" »*-4-;, 13 -32 B TV m IV ® a5V A4f 

38" Jwaw CC*. 4*. 24 », 5 s * MUteHfa 8 *. - 12 IM IS « 

J! " to]COd 8 5rt W5V*”. Zi. 60 . es> W> Brtortw 64V j n m w t* Art, 

C2B £B»i EbnSvia +0 33 82 05* 80V FVwy UV . U M » V IB, tai 

DO, I”," “ SI H ,« » 32 S3 IS » WV BBO 

” I® sssff Si ^ s- s 38 a as 

% SrCgySK* g : : =5 V. 1. ■’? “ K ^ ^ 

i’'S- r s no 2796 g, 3 f as? s' : s ss a f Sg 


065 304 MOV t orn 
XH 8 »«> »’« 

. 387 3 BV la Serves 


*’• Unaa BSiaD DC*. 4 >. 24 . . 8 5 ’. itatam, 

31 « BmodaSn MSV*”, 2 H 60 . *S> UV NxttwiOer 


79 ®), 57 “, 9 ,/Vncnta 
882 , M 7 1 ; Bikand 

■m S 29 t'- B or So* 


7 %ED(arti 

872 ; 5 ft) V Kifta* 
1725 : BW TSCdfQ 


■ r£_a»* a ? 3 . 4 6 06 . . 352 1 327 r 3 Z 7 V ■ SQM 

■ 1 SSSSL 30 N 9 2796 »*, feO 238 , 20 2 V 

r WK(to 1795 49 i 2 S 66 2736 322 1 ZB*: VkVR 8 ) 15 ’■ -1 zfl H 3 SM 

IhUhTCB A 02 V- 31 1 , 27 85 4 JT 0 ®» 4 B 8 V W&a 835 • 3 290 44 S 7 

14 79 V +5 04 60 S «. 211 . DM, X’. - 1 ’. 32 SB 456 

!> W 4 a 9 k 868 4 BV 4 B 115 ®1 *»V 917 ) 4001 , NO’i 2 8 MW 


1725 ’: Wtt 
17 ® tS 2 t 
603 « 

86 V 505*4 


5 * 4 V SB 3 V NalNeo m +SlV 48 

Si 3 : %rs>. s a 

-rtSKSB ■SK'S ■"‘srS 

3 »V 36 V wnwa 348 4 SV 45 . . gj 

Breweries, Pubs & Rest % g.] ^ 

878 V 7 W’; Baa 827 V 2 S 38 83 177 ? «gV 76 Omr 

205 . TOV Buftnaood 171 *: 2 « 64 2 QE 9 “*®° 


WbVf "t is 
217 V 44 42 

coo>> * 
QbV-> tt 
CD’— 1 V 09 


Lecteao* aV - a « tsa 
HnQNBWWlV - 44 S 3 882 
■« « SB imftmdo B 9 V - 05 jao 

• “ 83 B?V UxBSmQs 60 *; - - . HT 

S K W 29 4 ': 32 339 3779 

*> - WV N 3 HrtlOm M*V 4 08 3303 

• 299 ’; 273 MostMl 291 xS 58 2 B 3345 

• «* »’• SB*, mmr-iKe^an'n+l 27 33 3 B» 

■ “ OS': O’: MMUVBJOT+IP"; - 27 453 3 EB 4 

w - 668 ’; 603 MrM a +1 18 507 3404 

- *■ »V l*ryB tafat WV ■; 29 883 3448 

• 78 . 65 V UnqrEucpeNm 07 2 K 7 

• 400’: 364 1 kn/Kxm 388*. 46 288 SMI 

^ 463 401'; myfmm* *40'.- h'j S7 305 3442 

' ££ 4 S 5 V 48 ItoyMI** 442 V -V M 854 34*5 

- 2 ^ 2 JQU « 3 ' ; ury^CM JD 7 V - - - 2545 

3 £ 

"S^iassr w vv* 48 

55 48 3 S 3 V Osamhr 40 V -3 D - 4845 

“ M tt OauhilM 338 V Q - - 5002 

2 ® 7 BBV »V tojtUISm 33 V ■ 37 3 488 

S wv 234 prrcMDH am -i b -sob 

^ sav zs wTCMPir h n - so 7 

• »♦ 64 * fij'.- S 374 TOT 06*1 -V 27 343 3 B 45 

• 273V Scarce, S7 4'.- 25 4BS 3BS3 


w, 85 , msu a? - a » zaalomer drtater Ex n^tsxEx-UnnDard a Er af u Urfeted SecuWss Markat s Suspended 
a) o^iST 9*1 » “ CT PP Party PaM pm NJPaW 9 * 108 . * AW Stock Source: FT Mormatfon 

Jv J' J 8 ^ "The' Independent index ~ 

ss av ifeMMMMeVM 32 S 34V The Mm Blows you to access real-time share prices by phone tom London Stock 
=»V *8 tofot 20 wav 2 B SS 8 ! Slmolv ifel 0891 1?3 335 . find wtwi nmmntwfl H rln Milw ttip 4 -cfcil code 


» ’ S S^S' 1 a S^iEwhBiKFLSImpty dal 0691 C 333 & and whan pwiptad to da so enter the +dsit code 

37 V avanrSn 23 V > . • 553 ttalprinlBd next to each share. To ocean Ihe Meet ftrteeicial reports dUOSOf 1233 totowed 
^ tov 7 ai+a a 

“ -g ~ wSl FTSEttO-ReaMime 00 SterlngRatBS 04 Privafeafen Issube 39 

48 V ‘ 35 V RKM* *3 h co 2271 j UK Stock Martel Report 01 Buffion Report OB VWor Shares 39 

“£*■*£*{ g | UK Company News 02 MUStReporl 20 Ebetrldty Shares 40 

« SSft fjMo Mi*cv a m saj Form&i Exchange 03 'kkyoMartot 21 Hgh Street Banks 41 

Grt 46 V Stetk-k ei ; 8 81 33 E 6 Anyone witfi a tortodU telephone can use this samica For a detalad description of^ The 

70 . 6 . aaftfc 6 . -.IV 07 V TOK ^ , nnHMIn faw^Hu nhMa IN MM Ml 




08 BV 108 ', TtowoiC*, CSV -ft 33 !B 
505 V 449 My HtC 4 « -V S 3 B* 
« tEV UnStV 60 »+l V 42 NS 


S'- M 2 ’S tndapendsnl Indeoc, ndudtng hs portfolio tacitly, phone 0891 123 33a 

s?v - a 2 oe os) j For assistance, cal ow hehtna 0171 873 4378 (SOQam - SOOpm). 


85 V 01 n»v a s «go nS snAtnB cb*i 

172 V 6 SV Gj 4 m eev +1 47 S 5 465 B’i STf^lMO OBV 

11 B TSN a >8 57 • 48 45 V 377 V TVrt»P>w*, 395 V 

XBV Z 77 V My 29 V 4 40 W «46 ® 4 V VMFHQ 0 C 64 '. 


mvm « S 3 §l Diversified Industrials 


3 OV 
CD 327 V 


878 V IBT; Baa 827 V 2 S 38 m 177 ? «SV 76 OW 

MS, TOV UrtnoDd 171 ’: 4 « N 2 P ®, Cocte 

«V tjl Ovate OI +V 24 ? 1 B 098 *»* »> CnS 

5 MV W*.- Cmnw BDV 5 B 2 » 887 2 *>, *» ?»■ 

230 V 250 a*k 9 'P 280 V . 24 172 2*35 ’“r "J *«■" 

486 , *35 MW> *85 . 2 S 6 b 26*3 S’ * 2 ff* 

296 V 20 EUbUM 279 ■ « » 2 ffi ® ■«**• 

586 497 '; GnwrofeOfc] £06 -lV SB ES ZX» 


2 . . 80 86 
* *2 17 62 B 

2 BSV -, 2 J 29 b 
231 -XV 52 t>D 007 
88 > ■ 60 Itt 833 

a*. - . bs » 

640 V 0 44 18 2 X 8 


XfiV Z 77 V My . 284 V a 40 

Extractive bidustries 

48 > aB^MWMnCM 32 

39 S Sf.tallrlCap CSBV - 2 J 


899 8 *% 8 *V VWBfi+go C 6 *'< - 

investment Companies 

807 ®*I a’« MjntN C 8 B>+> 


55 V *'• - - 36*8 

2 CBV +1 42 MS 1 P 1 

raV«-> 28 

dTr+V: S 410 

av»'< 3 ? 

305 V - 15 S 2 4235 


302 275 V Scdlfan X 0 • 22 

3 ® 2 TE B 60 smyvtt ZP 7 V - 7 V 29 4(8 
300 anV «P’: SaxmtAi 527 V r- M 735 

- IB*. 35 V Bra V« Sac t» +V 4 * 

■ 198 17 SV IRQ, Uto M **h to 303 

SS 06 V to IREiiiGwn oo V 13 - 

^ 82 ; KlV TOFjrEM J 6 V - 52 Sl 7 

tBV tb 1 , TOPartfc ®V 03 - 

™1 40 34 V TRPrMy 40 +', X 296 

■ 344 V 2 N’. TRSft*Q» 223 V ■ 22 4 U 

SSE 2 B 3 V THUOk 2 »V • • 

' 383 323 Ulto, 3*3 -2 36 < 2 fl 

52 as 1 , w -mtoejn is - se .. 


8 i^ M ~ 

Z 7 B; 236 «WP 
004 OBTV 

Oil Explor a tion 
mV mV MtatOop 

7 B (O'; Ao*» 

48 V 32 V MonM 
CV 25 V A»«R* 
642 V 798 V ftBomao 
2 i iV 0 uOFk» 

639 40 CtoBw 

»V IN Cto 


m m Market leaders; Top 20 volumes 


**» 418 V 377 V fereba* 
86 IS TONhW* 
»V 263 IMtan 


™ 360 sav too* sav +i - - *sm I a, 
w nv 7 SV tour he re - 312 50 ® , ** 


39 'ft S°« 4 m»nCop ! 2 BV - 21 69 - » 9 j» IfSE«i SSft+i - 2 IH ®v rev tow, he re 

«°» 40 "»aJ&&c *1 M^+V, D SB a') 28 V Gtv+TflrSrr* M H 03 -20 . o ....... 

20 *. «V Aataiti 9 . . . 35 S 542 *. toco SbVi +17 22 3640 LetSUTe « IfmeiS 


20 =. 6 J ArgFhL , ... _ 

9 "* IVAMI C 7 VV 25 3606 63 V 497 T*ttco MBr+ttV 9 

E S. Byvoas 99 > -V «'■ C- Spt«&«o itsW 

flV O’. BosMma f . - 20 B 4 3 llV 2 BV SCO, Mon 254 1 

80 854 '. CHA 833 +8 38 88 

TBV 77*. QraUM, 83V • - - 

23 ft 6 V QiBM E 22 V+S, 21 278 2 SZ 2 

548 V <* cutar D™ 447 V t+V - . 2309 

323 V 2 EV atom SB'j -ttV 69 3 t 32 


Vi « 6 * 202 ? !BS , 8 °, Coc 4 ocn 222 V •« 48 NO 2133 ™jV 7 rt CO 

+v 24 aa ra »> 9 =«* 2 ®V * o bsk £ 

|V 4 B 268 CB 7 m. *.» totNON^j 137 V -1 ST TPS 

V - 24 TCP XT, no ; mV toanBC 10 V - 2 V O* BB SB* 

. S » 26 « Sfflf « 3 V KMitop 4 fl 8 *. T b’« 20 35 - ® • |J 

. * 38^4 » JBrtNHC » 8 '«+ 20 >. 4 I - ®‘ * & 


*£ M'l 5 W Amn 
^4 9 - 34 V AIM UN 

«“ 58 V 44 V MMn 


« 2 V « 21 S 3 640 

Xci 30 ra? *543 
5 * - SB 9 B *472 


48 V 32 V AtoM 44 V 1 . - 13 EB 

4 BV S 5 ’, AMR* aV - - -SOW 

6 CV 798 V OBotod HBV »-6 OB 568 «E 

sV iV oafto 2 *. - - o® 

609 46 QfelBw aeV -BV - - *H 3 

IN (to CDV + « 64 SOT 

27 *. tt Ctoto V -V 6 * 44 3 M 

XV N'. QntoT] XV . - - 4904 

4 IV CkaonOT 3 > - HS 

XV XV SP&rt, XV • 11 ttO tt63 

033 V 80, En^2aC> 3* 288 M2 

tt*. tt’, Finn NV -V 988 

S34V »V HRya ZOV»3 05 457 4737 

5 5 nto&stc 7 - - sm 

2 B 2 V 28 V LAAIO 233 V 4 «V OB 728 3 BB 

EE Q 7 1 . Mcrurm 88 V - - SO* 3 * 0 B 

57 V 4 I> mvnWfffet 55 - - 88 3380 

43 V MS FtoMCi 33 *V B « S 7 H 

1265 948 FMnco&dt TJPThrVh 01 - 32 B 2 

637 SB’. RarwOT 604 V + 1 V S 3 - B 8 S 770 

rev so Stdbsm s*v -V - ex sok 

83 *. O Itoa 9 *V+*. « 8 B 


BTR 

ts BB 
or 

9 UfctfBB 
w Asavoap 


22570000 Srinsy 
2 E 60000 GP 
1770000 

U 70000 OoSia 
1390000 D 


vbittoo sen* iforooo s*oi* wroso 

ceoaoo fy»Scoferd wood mfcst&r* asoooo 

udoooo Baric oi Secern kudo tme ssoooo 

00000 NBonBQif 690000 Mitt 50000 

950000 MtttyNBorel 590000 MOOS 500000 


534 V S*V 


S FTSE 100 Index hour 

'« Open 45818 dON*T U 7 T 
® « ttra oaxosSUfidOwn-BS 
. * K»; 10 X 0 45373 down (M 


aCQOCO Sri-abuy 
tyhour 

11-0045325 down 4 B 
12.00 46316 down 59 
134)0 45284 down U 1 


5B0000 uac 4700 

. 14.00 45882 down 93 

15.00 45327 up US 

16.00 45620 up W5 
dose 45804 up 429 


232 V tt, Ertjomca, 2 Wn *1 75 233 

« 9 V « FnEfe«D» 49 V «V - • 


750 , 8*3 ‘ GkwnKTO 672 V -1 3 D ttS Z 7 ® «, 9 *fcg**P «•■**'« 5 

337 V tt*V Oowiln 200 V 3 38 St 2238 5 i_ Si.’ & 52 l 2 * ,n jl ) * 9 


2 »> VnCto 24 V 


X 2 ttV GoQebCM 256 V *1 N X 2 ^68 t®’’ ft*" *OB 


2 B 0 V 273 V FtorsAH X*V ■ 47 69 2031 

385 D 2700 Ho* £n 2060 26 2 BC 

79 61 V hlBtta BV - 29 3 S 77 

367 3 Q ItoMd 39 . 22 ffl 32 B 2 

36 ; 2 S 2 HnnT 2 B -V 33 05 3301 

6 b SB IMn, 935 dV 3 D HI 34 ® 

47 ; 32 V taanul X V 2 CGD 

870 V 327 V r tt MC«H MS 00 *8 X 435 4099 

437 V 337 ; MnahSH 3 B 7 V . B 398 am 


S “ S & SSto 


_ « 89 V 48 FVioEtaoDw 

>IV U W S 2 2 “. J g r ” . 

jo . 35 V 47 V Over 

U M Ml B"ft 8 *. mm 
a “ 5 »;- ^ ladSdd 


29 3677 B 0 , 

22 « 3 JB 7 0 V Sraaram 

M £ M BOB*. 448 *. sSb&c 


at S m 3 SV xrV Troop as*V *3 27 « «as 

.v . aS :«c> toan ta iV 47 HB * 3 « 

4 X OS 4009 * 88 . *?V tofcStys * 37 , * 1 V 66 83 *431 

. tt ii 3 B 7 V OTV tod 338 V -V 22 20 fi «38 


378 ; 2 W fkgmtm 330 V 45 V B 3 B 2*0 ®> ^7 .. 

700 V 639 V ScoMWnB Bl\ +2 X 209 39*4 ■*“? “ 

JB SB; ta»Oa|! 203 .V 40 128 4302 *' "*Mto 

ISO SB WMmpnJO H 7 fVx 42 V « «« 

SB 7 SBV Wttnal 7 SPV -*l 38 U M 8 LI 9 CIHCHV 

7 DGV 827 V JWuaOxttv 60 , +1 32 145 4530 * 3 ", BBeoyh. 

S Si ^ 4 “V &B 9 ,Gnp 


4 »S - a SO ^ 

N 5 . to m S'* * 

+2 X 2 H - ® ® *g* 

89 - « 81 402 * J®** 

in 71 > Hu ® 351 ■ FUB 

sro*.+©V « tt* - 

254 V 27 88 4383 “i. 2 ®, 

271 IV 47 8 0 43*4 J?! «’ 

437 , r-lV 60 83 4451 !■« ***» 

33 BV-V 22 206 *08 

4 , , tjn r>j 4 a, 8 Sw* 

3 T 3 V«a BO , tJ 2 , 4 S 18 5 ' SSS 5 # 

N* . 4 * TB 4 «* S ® . 


I « 351 V FUB 

mV sao fttz 


1 0 "; £«TT*f 

«V 8 SSfcrt 
«\i XV tfedFto 

m •«■ mic 


Z*V - 3 s . 14 88 4858 
44 -*2 - -KB 

caw 22 - 

4 »^ 44 V X 3*9 

ca*it»*v a 

I > • -49 

3 B 3 +tt m 

.<a »a. n x 228 * 
9 ®V 4 BV a* tta 3080 
29 iV B 80 

WV 44 V ‘ I **■ 

17 

a - Q - 401 


493 V 4 ttV WaBnos 484 V 
040 86 to[jB»A 837 V 

540 SO toB»W 537 V 


Buikfing/Constructlon 


US'; 90 V Mm C 
205 90 flawy 

S>V 237 V flfen 


*85 flrOsunS* 600 . 


537 V ■ X 2 M 4664 £34 82 ManlOtt 233 V *8 60 94 4909 

j4<jl 5 * 4 V 460 V MRm< S 7 4 Efi O «t 

tCUOll 405 JE 2 V WnMM 404 , - 60 63 *880 

N 1'-»2 * tee 664 5 S.V Pc-aGtr 6 * 5 V 46 V a re 490 , 

200 - X 3 tt TXU «W 3 »v Sxfto, 393 *3 S? 80 378 

S 42 V * « «* * 0 . kSL"" S. ^ S 2 ^2 


4 S MOOWwa, 4*6 *46 48 6 S 4447 

as n>wb\Do*p rey> a - 

- 48 WV. wen MB kv +sv 22 jbs 

| Food Manufacturers 

52 96 mD 


204 V 222 V Mto 
48 ; 29 , Amrie 
X * 8 ’.- B wm Hci 
0 *V «V Bwcon 
S 9 W QnalDei 

a, B? a*ra- 

»V 200 V Briny 
21 V 6 '; Bto 


27 TW An 389 33 V V SotoRn 360 2 V 63 TO 3 TB 

3 ® 8 * 4 MV 373 V Stito, C 6 V - 4 V tt KM 

M X 2 8 ffi BO 786 V tottU BMV ■ SB E 3 4003 


5 bV 2 27 319 NO 3 ®V 82 V tom Ccrrp 28 V -1 • 60 

Z*V ► 42 V« TO 3 Sv 5 v SSm S 3 T -3 tt - TO* 

« * 1 j 4 ? S 9 as 48 V XV /to 42 V • as SB w 

s»V -*v 31 « we w’i Sv jtoUSQ N 0 i ►. ««!•» 

_ 5 V ■ 283 V X*. BCC 



reov 606 Botov _ 805 -0 15 a W 03 SI', BBrinHMW SB, ■ 88 BO PB 1 

SS M 7 BaBnSOl, W V - 47 4 B *H 2 8 V tohyEu 9 V - - - 8589 

a 8 *. &» XV ■'* 70 222 XK 3 72 V a &*mn 71 V -1 ca 338 we 


2 B 5 SOD Ftnjhrrvl 32 Vx 42 V 35 714 BN 

«0 SlV SttlGp sav *3 45 tt w 

85 V ®V CflLA TO*; -I « tt ^ 3 * . 

8 V *v carrmw a a *v - - -ae 

nzV B 6 cam LX 88 , 4 V B H W 
81 V W; QM*(Q 6 BV - B 9 « M 6 | 


OH ai'i?" 


92 ’.- 07 V OCTarilp 

55 SL_ 

OS 85 B*GTCLP 
21 *> 6 *; GNM 

SQ 2 V 857 V QhesonMJ 
59 V 45 V C*BlS 


35 W BN aazS 'Zb Hot 300 a’l 58 SI 8 E 

49 80 TO 2 iS\ M aStow 3 KV *8 38 N 1 887 

« 67 V C 7 V CPA to' B*{ - g 357 217 , 

- - ^ SBV 31 V awtoHUl 8 *V ■ 50 TO M 

o 66 so aV jo*, atafc 31 - so sb sa 

“ a ^ 72 V M C*rth. gv . W H » 

■ 58 35 V JtoQn, * 8 V -IV . ■ 2272 

? aaj m 587 , ouwbp ac;v -e a. m a® 

* 687 ’, 4 T 7 , cartattn no -JV 08 ra «n 

80 ^6 3 aaV X 2 V DA 336 V *2 60 86 2333 

M 01 JS 51 V 35 V Datonn 35 V » a 7 B ffl* 

’J 55 ® 49 V Dnriflri* Oi 4 5 * 57 Z*C 

58 235 3853 395 556 DanroPrM 355 - 30 86 zjbs 

22 127 ZTO 95 '. 79 DordrnSMi XV ► 45 6 ? 3 KB 


8 V 4 V C 3 iW*&* 4 *. - - - 2 WS 5 DV 31 V iMHI 

nzV B 6 gwUK «, +V 2 « M aV JO*. Ota*fc 

81 V 5 J; Cto»lt) fflV - ftl 15 M 72 V 5 *. Ctayrtha 

«6 « Catm , . « *■ ■ - £g se »V toflro 

«> 71 . » v -v a OT »W ECO 587 . OfcHwGp 

S', BOV OreaMrtn W'» - a 2 ® 22 W 667 , 417 V CwtaBuv 

32 ’.- 07 V OemiBi* ». SO ^6 380 V I 2 V DA 

% 41 OC «; *. 6 * 9 , aw 51 V a&v Brcmn 

05 « BwOan os. a ■ asp* 50 «v uud * 


38 205 HMDdi&iO 3 C 41 (7 2 W X« 050 TVV am 869 V + 7 V ■ 28 J >CO [ 4 tV XV 

aU M I toto SW 62 >*V 28 2 m J 7 >, 23 |. & nea> SV*-V M «5 2458 1 «5 «VUI 

«V XV Jlka 40 V - 67 X Mg 54 ) ggeV fijeaww ® <lV 27 W 8 S 505 

£ «v 2 BS> 41 a •« M «e> S'* sai« 


3 E . 40 4 » 80 

3 bv»* Baa 
J| v 80 «* 

5 B 46 V 22 82 S 7 , 
2 tt * Z 7 I !7 M 

30 -ai 45 m w 

M, .1 2 S 206 «6 
V ■ 34 S 3 87 

SE 7 V 46 , B 4893 
30 , *fV » - *72 

»V -V n 38 800 
S 3 W 7 . 40 >45 2030 

an *y« aro 

B «V B - ESQ 3 

280 -, 46 82 3 B 0 

2 BEV » 8 V 16 22 S 2301 
301 V« 2 . X 2 a SOB 

i, -fi* 2 M 5 
53**4 V 34 -B 7 2 TO 
■BSft +1 37 __ 

» - *fl « 2 BCB 

teV -V, X B 289 
JBV-MV x . 

08 V *1 re n* 2 BBB 
0 I> -. « • 3008 

■rev +iv » 

412 * 50 9 BB 

WV -I 40 « 3306 
203 V * 2 V 44 82 3600 
*1 +iv 439 ib son 

205 -1 B CO 3538 

B * 89 BB 3638 

WV -3 X ■ 2 E 5 
mV - 4 > 'see, 

ar, - - - mot 

4 »V +2 tt HO 4(73 
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the long weekend, 
this Saturday. 


% THE l>:Di;?E N'D£ \T 

IT is. ARE YOU? 


Oil, Megrated 

re « v »> 4 a 67 88 >| xah wv 

it* b*v ButoCtiki orev 7 4 o h 2 oe a 
xNboo, a - -I 2 ( S 

K 3 l ft 72 V UttJCctp ESltoS 32 

xv art MjriHun dVr/Sa m 

BV ttSiOcrtoW CO>*V M • 

O MVM 1 W W* 42 ttS 400 S 

Other Finaocx^ 

305 V 250 TUMP , 34 »_ MV 11 88 W 
a% 17 ^, tosbtow C 22 **-'* 3 B . 


mo m mV is bb m 
Am C 22 H-V SB . 


S* 8335 

V « - 


23 % 1 TV, to*>flmw C 22 H-y SB ■ 

tttV 85 V BHD 18 .5 X OS 4808 

7 B 7 V TP Qfcobnr OTV - S* flUb “ “? SI 

a. 22 ’. Canriiln E 2 * • 17 -OS - A. J," S 

332 753 WM 32 B »1 S M 28 

rav * 0 V OuSfttr S 00 V 46 2 B BB 7 TSB 

XV «V OWto^ 60 V ■ - - 721 0 NB **, 

67 V W BTQp NO • » 5 J 30 ) ®' ^ 4 * 

BO EZ EAlRtiOa S 7 mV. a 87 387 g®’ ”* :r!T_| 

XV 48 V E*o S 3 ,* 3 V 86 B 2 4 B 0 

XV XV (kiimP! XVwV X ZB 2 D» XV Wfc ttoOy 

Wtt K 5 hwrimn PICCEBV - 44 B* 2 B« n.il Jln.il BwmI 

n mV htortco s 6 V ■ sb - ana, iwoiiers, rooa 

S 7 V 2 bV fccrvtar. - X 62 WO 0 >, «V Am* 

220 87 V jBcmartM 223 j*+« J . 40 - hc «, BMnBdb 


ggjt^’un SM MM cat TO HBCoS «^“u» CM 

3380 ) 33 V 27 > HoorMI 2 B *+V 22 - «CB « tt, M wl 

B X 8711 B'Vi 8 *r kbrtu. C 6 - 22 IS . 402 V 305 V 

Ql - ST 02 1 6 * 86 MiSteAJ N 2 V ■ 01 NS 8*33 N 5 ’i tBV 

X BS 37701 31 '. MV CUnPro X • 21 3 B» 87 V 05 V RmtV* 

• EX 20 x 1 65 V 47 V QttEnM 64 V - - - 3570 462 V 382 V toCN 

XXI 83 V 85 ', PStr »V -V 43 « 373 B 005 V 630 Sap, 

1 66 T V 471 V Wlttl 550 4 lV tt 800 38 * 321 V SHV CWtoM 

. 38 V Z 2 V Mibd XV -V - • 483 X ta MM, 

. I 270 38 PtpPrtT 207 S . tt ft 307 *Cb 33 B SUct 

— - aso^naay^t a, . }«a OJO Sam® 

hop* X - S 3 3769 TVV 655 £kd 

'I 4 S 1 * X **IJ— - 4 bV 4 'a SB 82 3800 N 3 V WV Shto 

- 84 V 85 V (to, Eton 63 V » 20 210 «33 278 89 3 mdh 

- »> 33 V SeSa ti x . s S 7 aa «ei mV sm% 

- 05 *. S’. StoGoto «. +1 82 *0 38 Z 7 232 V tt*> 

4 CTO BB X Rea UN 00 V . 42 tw 3056 75 3 *V 

84 . 66 atotxiy 82 V . 14 20 B 4 US' B 2 V 60 V UJ 0 

303 V 350 ’, aojghB*. » »V B » «W £PV S*V Wlto 

™ 3 CV 83 Srr*tJ 8 C 0 25 - 52 M 400 200 J 57 WwwH 

. Ql V TBV BnXJNiM fll ■ K a «0 w 2 b 

jane «V 0*1 SEwSto TOV . 20 76 B «N 5 XV XV _ 


Pita G 88 To rjEto 


270 3 B Pop Pm 


3 »+ V 22 -«B tt tt, Wnxf 

OS - 22 n . 40 ? V 305 , MMI 

N 2 V - a NS 3*35 Nb'i TBV FfcwfcG 

X .21 3 K 8 U 7 V 85 V RXmIW 

64 V - - S 5 » 4 S 2 V 382 V MltN 


X - S 3 3709 717 V 055 San 

45 '.+’; SB 82 3300 ttV WV Shto 

63 V » 20 710 «a 278 89 SwUlIra 

x . 32 57 cae m\ mV aa% 


ta n*n*aa» * +1 ® « a bob 

305 V RrtUI «W IB are 3 BB 

TBV FkaKba, 85 -V SB 80 388 

«V ItWIttWl 05 V » M 65 1730 

■" 397 V - B 317 3050 

640 V + 2 V X 350 am 
2 »v « *4 128 gear 
84 V -HIV « 84 SBB 
370 +3 1 ) 204 3000 

800 ^V 00 XB 2099 
0 B 3 . TO 349 GDC 

84 V • 34 209 «77 

203 -1 21 87 400 B 

BS - 81 «n 

wy»iv re 1 ** 4 «o 

87 V - - . 4078 

60 V Ir B 7 H 3 433 B 

XV S- - - 33 H 

200 - 42 83 4432 

205 -HI 870 

_ (EV - 20 04 504 * 


232 V S*> EM-T 
7 b 34 V to 
B 2 V BOV UJ 0 
£PV O' 1 ; VH to 
2 B 0 Z 7 HW rol Ud 


* 3 « XV XV _ 

^ TeteconBmnttcatkms 

Su 4 KV 391 V IS 460 V - 7 V 53-89 8 ® 

B CN« 4 W* 


I 489 V 391 V OS 460 V - 7 V X „ 

a NB Su sav 468 citre&iM soiv + 5 , so tt* zbb 

a w Sb «SJ> «. ncttfcoiH czWp'. v - «s 

37 « «« 2 fi%rM 43 < E 31 *».*t « 

BS n So ^v **v top ® • 


mV mV mmm 

arav an lutn 


2 »V 8 07 293 

sjv+v. - - bx 

a» + 3 V 20 254 EEE 5 


aV rev uhFViiw XV ■ ■ 
437 V 2 SBV UhFMp *aV - 7 V 

| 2 fflV 337 V UmdcnFftdfc 2 gV ■ 

I N> 94 V L*Soo» 80 -V 

1 NWV 1 S 7 V USGCto «5 . 

I 1 CBV « 2 > Ml o® ^V 

200 V treV MrHJflF *9 - 

I csV rev Rust, e* ti 

I 27 EB KBO F*pau* 2 BX. -42 V 

1 BEV 600 FVwftS 3 C, -V 

337 . 303 . Wttmta 36 , * 


§ar , _ jgi 


ss rez soo 

34 64 4803 
X B 8 C 
S 7 B 4 » 
a* 224 3345 


X 2 CO 3731 
X -27 2338 , 

» W » 


47 »V 94 W 4 

XV H . atom 

50 «V COkyFaac 
*00 378 . FMX 

02 V 47 V tofcn 
07 V V Pyflo* 


18 s . til tt NO 859 

" 5 , : I S “ S f 

fc B® gV ttV 

437 V - 23 80 3 X 0 

60 V - X N 3 , 

X ■ a «25 » 

205 +1 37 225 2069 ® 

1*5 » 23 ® STB ® 

BEV * 6 V V X 2 B 9 B *g. 


Textiles & Apparel 


EGO 622 V SkcuBM 5 C *«V X 
2 EBV 2 SV 5 tato 3 ylrM 2 V *' 3 B 

Phar mace uticals 

5 ? 3^6 


204 V 82 ftlOOC MOV -1 
BB 086 CNnbPtonwBTTV 4 
♦43 V 3 C . Qwcnmi* 33 S *V 
c TV srav AsMtamtalwO 
81 V B*v Urtryto, X 

OTV 23 , ton 287 «4 
3 * OBV H.L 4 IS _ SOI 
t*°« aVto«toB EXV *i “3 
403 ZB\ PnpNNTh S 22 > +V 
32 »V Pauli XV . 
rev 66 FVroanW BV . 
737 , « 2 > Sahlttil 442 V +1 


ttOV my bNmdR E 6 V * 5 1 W ® 2956 

_ fh Jahiito A »■ **« 2 * 

SSl xry 277 V IMGM 291,-17 BOW « 
*•22 ***S ***** 444 V -* 1 . 35 07 am «*, 

_ *93 «»c 114 Iftsaanw 80 »|V 13 M 6 382 

■Sri*. PNURmh my V re -as as* ^ 
- W 13 STV fttltonx wv • a onw 

430 aasV S 4 NMT Mt* X OS 8*3 O. 

MS 3 a Muv am, -rt « 8 a jsm =“> 

85 V XV EooNrfM «V ■ 82 21 829 

STB 327 imn 3 « «+aV M 67 X 

345 ; 2 TOV TtoTto X 9 V -. X - SOO *0 

475 838 , toon CP 49 * 2 V K 19 4445 ™ 

Retaders, General I xv 


83 87 > FkttVAmw 

4 m aasV s*Nnr 

«V ^V 

STB 327 too 
245 V 2 C 0 V Thnntm 
475 338 , WreonCP 


3 lV XV 

« 40 

tt », 

rev ay 

67 V 35 V 

xv a 

3 BD SCO 
tt 10 


br+O » M a; Bg otV Mon - • 07 Sffi 6 V 

; • • ® *S 22 BV »V non a»y x - a* aV 

a ™ SS 3 ®. a”. "TOCBpx » 5 »iv Bffl • s. 

, - 2 _ - S» ^ 7 G 8 V flnv to* mm 9 an m u*. 

v - . *“? ® v 3M -’' ax -i re - 

v + . : - sm 


xv my 

S & 


z». sev 

370 V 279 (XyU 
OT> 279 , LatoUA 


S 5 3 S *» 291 V FtenCi 

32 335 381 235 -Oi FtoanJ 

S 3 • 3491 32 a* Fawvd 

- - 3231 4 N 3 R> BSC . 


ip- . ■,**• 


K 


% “ :S X 3 KVBSC SXV+V ««*»- 

2 »v sv uSIbmj wy -.»*»; agv to*>L. ifc » -E 7 2 po Gas Distribution 

B 7 '.- BSV McflXttA 5 »>«XS S 7 7 D 338 38 V re^ HartBfw - *05 04 00 

85 V FfcV lk£tov 8 S 03 , -V 23 68 338 X 17 Mrii ■ - 62 80 8 B vj “A, 

ffl'i wv 82 ’, - O WTO 67 N 7 'r MILto » » SI « XM- WV X Cttto 

306 ; 234 ', ItoNcnCOos 277 V 3 215 t® 338 ygb ItasCPSan 306 - S ® 3 SS 8 U. a |U. /> M 

WO 89 V MtomJ tBV. V ® ^ IS g - 

srr. £14 IVatnmon 293 4 S* 6 * 3 B 44 s’ftMtods ( 37 ^°* > X. - - u, N» r*i»tfNii 

85 WV ITOtN TO - 2 fl «5 ■ 8 B 7 V Sre’. 7 CC + 4 V W ■ JW ®V < 7 zV SbM 

W 4 V 97 V FVMtia O 0 34 * 5 B 5067 6 S 3 305 QiUM 2 X -TV 23 ttO 395 vn tM Cm* F ra 

art cv hmn 20+2 - E 7 area zy v rev « 44 V S 2 tn nos gS t a*', 

w" oSv 3 G 334 V»-V a « 7 «« 99 X to «, * .« M. 3 K 2 n 1 ! 

83 S 3 6 *l X B 3 V*-V 37 2 BBB 3 »Vo 3 *» Re»Un ^^»+V. tt KB NoV ua 1 , 

63 '; 16 TayHa™ 85 - X «B 7»6 as*. Rto c S S £5 28 B«V 

OT"- to SJb-Mttw 2 Q 4 -rf 22 80 4 g 7 48 S, ftontt* 4 «S -V MOOT ss,^ 333 

»v TlSrOae 7 ^. * 30 ™ 4 «y » ’ 4 Sv S « wv X IXMnx 


% W 5 ^Vb+v w S rev m Pto cm yu n£SS hiJ^bn bn* pm <** vu pwcEm 830 

fflK K, re 1£7 4 X 0 -n— _o, TJ 7 V as to? Ws *■ 42 - 8 B Pri 

10 V W*£ 5 » 2 ? X . SB V - ™ ^ * » «« «v tt ^ a 782 

— ■ — bivestment Trusts w ftmtt M n am *av m .w bs ® 


^v ^ 6 * v a^R nniN. 

Printkrg & Pape 


98 4 + V -B* B 5 B 48 a 

SBV+l - -aa 23 S 


bivestment TVusts 

33 BV 434 V JlOmiD SBDV -1 SO 4 » 

«3 *. fltMBtoi OBV - . B 

233 V « 7 > flt*MND«i 2 CQV -V 07 • 

ay N 7 V Atarylw 60 - X XD 


860 * 3 V V SB 873 


i £v«°to 3 v.v •■as 

CO BjoDbw XV - - - 537 ! *, 

V 04 7 S*prlN» TOV . 09 45 NO 


*Tfc| ■ 


ASi any pwwii to, “ 

HS I 

ft ft ft ^ * » §' " 5 ^ 

to', TOV pfinp ™, * 35 S SJ 

545 471 ’; WX»>Ba«tti SgV * X 83 «8 

ix a tofi oTV viv a * 3 * *88 


04 V *V toro 


- - 30 tSBB 

* 38 1 Z 7 *68 

* 28 83 456 

» 1 V 9 43 * *58 


XV Storm 

37 > E 

JtV 2 BV MIttU 
40 *. aeArwcap 


46 07 2 B 5 4001 ; 

232 V A 32 U 3 3702 
CSV ■ 2 ® 200 3*3 

SB* ,- 27 20 3006 
aV*V . - 2033 

M. *1 27 « 4400 


2 » an 3*3 % 

27 B 3 3606 


» WV S22\ 

• - 2033 21 3 V 

27 « *400 aiv 307 , 

^ J 5 SO!- m 

£ “ 87 V in 

’ 21 ■—£& s'. 2 V 


Sv 

ttlV 41 ^ M . « 

1} ■ 8 • « JJ 

S 2 V - 4 * BS 38 ® « 

£ +a g 

TOV - 4 * 3650 

TO 6 tt 4 SS SOI 6 *V 

TOV » a TO ms 3 £> 

W 4+1 32 X 4585 




SMHM « 6 V - 22 2 D 348 E 

SESE I &2 4 i 8 i 2 S 


sstea*^ -\ s " 

Btoatv 2 » Wt 27 39 S 

^a^^: + - 5 : » « 

Mri/IA 2 BD, »■ 22 
Burner asv -V 3 * *S 2 




Bidding Material 


Wrt 20 ’; Sy iv X « S « 2 > ISK ! 

|1 g- l^raaf IfB 

XV “K?! « - 3 ’. 40 E 3 80 S 


Vi s» 


62 , re, *|s p 

6 «v HfiV cm So. .O'! « ta 


26 V l*%a> 

406 Vim 

90 , TO*. 

8 V Vtttttinir 




ere’.- ac'. cm Sj,- 

sb anv ^ 

8 P> B 6 V Cto- 
27 »V W C*Bdon 

^V ^v S’ |-' 

I- 

TO . SET WV 44 

2 B 7 V 2 *SV *: 

S £ JSSSw »■ i 

2^5 i' : 

TO 470 JWW 
XS. 505 V Kngp«n 
mV LrewnJ 
»V USB J=\ 

a? SvJSS* |, 

% S; 1 

XV 70 V WW 5 ’ 

TO. 18 PiongFn 45 

a?ag !:■ 


SiV . JEM 

Svi : ^ ® S Engfoeering 

aav +sv a do ■ 2 zrv xV emq? 

SStAS flS 


26 i y -iv *; «§ jg 

ssv*v re ns wa 

K 3 +«V 27 - 

ffl » * ® 

S m?Sf 


202 V tt 7 > MlBUcy 

^ g? 

«V tt« . ■ - 

XV 54 V Brin» 

3 vg£F 


ettV^-v S.- *B "52 “iv -row 
X “ 92'72 4035 ugj,, 44 y 

ttV + 1 X « S Household Goods 

X «VS - -ON 32 . 26 MOfU SB ■, O W « W 

ttV - . ■ . - 48 * S 7 V totor X -IV ffi ® 6*2 S 7 

3 B 7 V si, Bb am* *gv - » mo w s»v 

37 V rev Critoun 27 V - - - 225 * 437 

_ 40 , 31 . OMQm 5 v - a 2 B 35 2 S 3 

A ^ « *“> W5 > CaMFIff TO> - tt IPS 3 TO W 2 

| kP**!S jrftfW ^ ^ 

: xm-% ’g ^vSSST Iv* m S ^ ^v 

l^ssr^ ’gv i js s" 


45 .2273 IfflV 2 B\ Flmtt 
S 3 a N« M 83 > to*! 


EnnlBa* X +> 
44 . +V 

IV tot&jnlMSTV *■ 

tereOrw 83 V -V 
FbraOirtB 335 V 4+1 

■V SfSS Sv - 1 - 


V » » “®l 8 » 766 Otxnlll IS, -8 

^ tlS S S ® **S towifix* 471 V -1 

* 8 V Z 7 05 1718 1 CT ax (toonZA «lV -1 

to 


mb mb Ftetterc 
ay rev towm 

& £ SSiSS? 
Sv S? 


acv ■ 27 
TO -I. 
27 iy«V X 
orV - eo 
MV 4 -V - 

XV -rev - 


. 

M 7 G 

03 ■ 

309 

35 3*1 

X 2 B 

33 XV 

N 22 

22 441 

*37 

25 393 

3(72 

03 

021 

02 

05 - 

0 B 7 

PB 3 

Qt 

00 

24 438 

nw 

593 

12 

27 307 

SOI 

59 * 


B 0 V 84 V 6 <vft* XV . x 45 NO 
3 * 6 , », EuotJnp 2*8 reV * W 2£0 
. nV GV FttlCri BV . ■ 3 SSK 

M. 72 V RaiQufceM mV ■ X am 35 % 

I nV sav FaiiMWb sav * si m zac 

171 V N 7 FArOyHl tt, * C M am 

l ^ , siEr 

'cSv^asa fbft.'ss 

, X 23 . huott 23 *. • 37 W to 

ate! ? 17 ', UUxta 2 Mk+ 6 V 33 2 EB »B 
I *8 20 B , LcrecnCUN 3 ®V *V, 26 258 4308 

733 b are, MntAJ eavurv o sb* jbto 
bi x. MMtiore 73 «+i v a - 

«V 347 V m&Ccrf, S 79 ’t re S 80 56 B 3 
4 V 3 IM 4 » 63 B, 

2 B 3 > »!? AbrfttUlX 255 w 2 V »87 S 6 

iS i ssKs e s 



825 -6 tt X 

<T - - ■ 

x ** 2 V a a s 

X. » X 
630 V* O X X 

xv »i ex 


392 V 3 * 4 ’. Aran 

* 4^ 

171 V Ba nMi 

SEBV EhdNLM 
i 72 ect*» 9 tp 

_ . Nay too, 
a»‘, 4 S*y C-p*tfi 

3 ZiV 23 , V (MM 
^ XS OucaCOi 
ZSV 179 OttnCdS 
307 ’. 28 OaM i UMr 
— 5 S 7 V Car* 

nv a« Eat 


4 i - x. xV 

12 » 864 207 V WV 

S -2»I ft 1 S 
ssllll 
ill SS 


si» 


XV Wfentioui 
X ***** 


3 > Ea<%> 3 > 

XV Earned XV «V 

•CD BNP 87 

90 V ftoflnOiv SO 4 

02 V Fad Em TOV ft 


J Fcttt*u»t TOV 
Qm^i 4 b> 
Gdttrtta 5 MV 


asaaa^'s^a 

Punlti m W> - <7 <T 7 sa ^JL*, ^1 


4 S a 3 BB> IwSBow 3 »; 

g sasr i 

87 V 00 V 74 Xx< Oo* X 


29 V Ototataoen 32 WV 12 87 ffie 
7 1 ; to 955 , 8 . - - -TOO 


65 , MV toHsM 5 *> » 

40 V 40 5 - * 2 W; 

MS N 05 , SfcoyWA KSfeiS 
mV xy BX ■ CO, ■ 

320 Mb SM| 293 V - 

. 4 V 3 6700 , 3 . - 

B 6 BnDMn ■ +V 

546 3*6 to«* 349 , 

20 64 IhfcfcTk** XV >• 

- 42 . 8 lV Tcxrittm OO, .- _ 

B 7 V 9 * tota, WV -V tt 

*n. 355 V Vasnfcv affib -i nr 
rav mV Sasa »V - or 

Life Assurance 

KB 78 Bwnta 86 * V >1 




& S-^iM 

TbV 00 V ad to 
a* 28 . atiiMS 

Si 


£1 s v S v SSSSh 
§ i Property 

55 ! W 75 V Mad ion 


n>»V « a 
206 , rni 3 B ca 
3 X> .- W TO 
549 * .V 55 09 
MV a- S* X 
2 ®v * 35 na 
83 , - X 82 a» 

»y - ® t>* ae 2 

-v S 80 ^ ®y 

s ia gg§ s s gjg- 

^:?js 3 ;i'^ 

B 7 V - 69 tt 36 ® S’* i^Sit 
SB re 58 » 8 B 

S V « 25 * 0 M ®V 46 BV Marta » 6 p 

SWreV 26 ft - - 
WV H X 
42 reV X - 446 
303 - 4 V « ttl 448 

a bv - «7 as **« 


23 BV *■ 32 vs tan 
xn\ rev » 
are, - 07 930 gg» 
ttV -V • ■ a* 

53 HV+ 8 V a 202 2355 
5 > 33 • 2 tt> 


“ “ *"! SX *B £Whx 
07 230 TXt ^ ® liyaUW 

<*b Transport 


3 BV », ABRirN 
as? nv flruntn 
N 2 V « 

B 40 *77 


■ S * S ia nv ox- 
; « 2 SS 8 V 7 '. Orttttoto «v 
» ®S TBV XV CtoMiH tnv 

it B 25 £2 *** 3 ®. CwreODTO a®. 


9,4 - 33 _ «M 

67 V - 2 > tc » tse 

83V +lV tt 209 1733 
1X7y a- SB 38 W 
rgi . 44 86 tso 
mV H • 2602 
TO »t,V a* x 2 ob 
205 re S7 - 53M 
K - £0 X 2320 
20BVM-1 26 62 S3® 

a v 64 1* 2333 
«v - 47 » an 
X. 24 D , 258, 
®V -1 1 BUS 
mv re 23 - am 
rev - x in 2 Boi 
rev - so -an 

xnv 4 SB X 98* 




s.;s« 

mV v re 77 asm 
2 BV - BI BS 37 W 
SB • B - 3 BD 
« ► B 2 3 R 4 B 2 

«v - x 40 n 

B +1 « »«» 
x'. v m as tm 


535 X +1 BOW 

«B + 2 V ffl 82 xa 


777 -.V at m n 

20 » 9 07 TO 

TO • 31 MB 

S»y ■ ,27 tt TO 

8 B 0 V - 1 ’, 26 ™ 8 W 
13 V - - 400 *122 


tt tt pro 
43 TH 2200 
36 ta OT 


®b 2 Pb DM 220 b - 36 B 3 OTI 

sm « OwtaWW 2 CP N 32 83 80 

m ®V Eirotarri 09 +V - W 
250 87 V tow XV 4 « 33 142 KS 0 

D >1 8 tt X 

■«e +iV « w « 


BvS 
T T 


N2E 1B5 itoaQtH 865 _ 

991 S23V NM XBV -HV » 220 34BB 

4lV SB OtoQp ». -V • - KEB 

: 33 

» * « « 8 »i Si ri «8 

NO +V X » B 7 SV 2 B,^anto* f»V - » - 

54 V * 53 X m 3 BV a'. agnatCoxci S 6 • - - S 7 B 2 

Wrt. gtoM Mb ex® 

2CEV 05V T*53ta»9 Bl'ta+V 53 X 48S 
Ob » IB 202 20X1 2KV 84, T7OT B7V -2 BB ea ca 

nK -V 27 329 3807 1 STOV K> Ttoto XV - 23 4CT 

543 V 481V VntaiNliK WV aV 26 82 2389 
8 > NEW (to* 8 - « 6 ® 

TOV Vfcto B0 -V ■ - 40 

rev vwdut xy +i « m toe 

XV ZSV tottiGdr 9 «V - St SB 4549 


06 *V 40 251 88 * 




39 rev 27 X vre 25 
m » tt 91 BV M 9 
rev - 30 - 567 S 

tt rib M 2 Bf 77 SS 


* BV Si S5 22 s*° 500 ftamttfcn kb rev s -as cm i 
av - S ®* 25 Uoav «. ttodhsc xawii a wm 


236V «s C*a 
SO 6 X DmkMi 
67V 4SV QtaSb 
* XV OCFm 
Z»V 229 Oxisrito* 


3 S’, tonMdtt 370 ’. re 3 fi 

36 MoMDeds 4 CV 3 B tt* : 


XV 88 . r#c 


*“ ^ ** resy 
■ SSS »V ffiV OMNiWbcn 27 V 


581 P 8 Q 
tn nosre 


? S SI S'. Wl— 


NOV -V 8 

|CJt 5 

mpj -iV 23 


"SiiiET still 


V 502 2090 
27 329 3 X 7 \ 

15 an son 

33 SOD 
■ TO 2 N 8 

sr 5 * 


0 *. SJTV * 45 , 


XV a^rOp 

3b SX ggF 

X% & tsar 

w « Tfcn _ 


- 5 M *41 wax “ J 

Chemicals , a 

1 S 7 xv «axd Jg; * m 


-» -IV tt ™ 
s&'.re 35 X 

way **v 82 m 

fli *reV m * 
o* » ► S s 
asb -i a » 

raV «av « =-£ 

&i gfi Jt 


§\i\ 

!;!> 
85 wb 


S^Ua. 


DMdtaMn mb -8 
S 2 X 

acotto S’* ; 


S - n m 2 B 0 75 B b 
• -i> « <7 a* , « i : 
MOV 4 b E tt 3577 53 ( 6 . 
N 4 V -V CO X 228 MOV 


o w flntwW 
as*v acc 
, 319 87 P 

y ®*; bit* 


XV 270 V 
402 V X 


*8k» 

nv 9 Ham 
« XV MtttaP 

^ rtMV S V talon pp 


»V »1 “ S 0 * X ft* ton 9 , 

«> 4 S « S szv a, «X » 

0 ? C • S 6 55 25 ; cq in'* gb ts 

L «M *V x *7 wo gig sav qw*M re 

T.t §is si si s 

™ •* g w aw s » ta *&8 « 

5 b*S«X *V 64 .V togon n 
289 re « ® s* XV B»> MtOtaX X 

re, 37 * ^ 55 »> Hcpto* £ 

2 S> V -*'; *2 02 MS w a V to* Stag S 

■ 4 £» gJ \SSS S' 

5 : sal ^ I «? »’ 


I^vlSSI®. ®> 

3 ® • • 21 M -M 3 I J=e 


®v aas»^ ao ,-i bum ai 

sV Etomi rev -. x x x am, 

NV WV aV » *7 2569 B 7 V 

BV fwmc .lift - *Wffl B0“* 
a r—flriai eV - - - 2800 «> 

8*4 ftfcGM XV A . 80 2 S 79 . ttV 

B FWlton Bb - tt 238 30*6 X 

S GBEH . . SV - 2 ) 9 ft SOT 

ft Sri. Svi- n s s — 

ft Sx -at « 

g BSP. . S +1 - Sgg"* 



ew*. rev tt -BI S’ 

% 7 hS ™ » I 


in +14 X 387 SOS Sv 
H&V »• 23 *7 5 CB 3 agv 

s as‘?j 

ae'T* a* w anj 

B?a a si ST 1 

rewy » aa . ot Sv 


GhaatoM Sb » H7 
OcusEn^Md 84V ■ M - 
GmVHre 70+190 05 
GcueOrB X +1 . 05 
OMSK 384. i-lV » 0 
GnmflmSm 171 > -IV - - 

awnGuan b 1 . • 
OaranREriCO - X B0 
I f umm oMn a a- B7 
70ndatc«tanaa. -1 17 sc 

TO«IGtaN*« 0 y tt OS 
hmhgMe aVvV x as 
HtoLKEm TO - 23 SSB 


® Sffi S 727, 650, flXXkttU TO, *-12 W 8M | 

h a aw xv lav flunne rev +3V bo te ra 

s . . a* s’, to&tuj w. -i r « ■» bb x 

® - to »V anb Aemo 2 BV • V M TO 

X -W SB 23, BMtarrdtt TO, ■ X 256 ig| 

■ . *790 7 2V aKtaaOm 3. - - ■ S»> 

at » «86 406V arov Bc*»rTV xev * a aj m 

— — - - Ud 0, • 37 2Z1 TO* 

E85V 6V 12 SB *68 
F tal S* 4b 30 05 ZBB 

bn 539 +»V 2fi IB 2073 
TO ■ 05 - 28 * 

129 -f O - 3X9 

!*%+•* « -356 25* 


05 £35 total W8 +B X 0 E29B t _ _ . 

bov m Detomito n - » at a s? Support Service* 

8 t> PNian. OB. ■ 32 TO?| «« nn inr « 


0S6V B5. 

500 »V 
SoV »v 

■ov «**• 

430, 3*5 
mV 734. 
NO. 806V 
OSV 98. 
NSD, 1400 
asv 580 , 


n - sae aiV aov Gowtonia 
07 628 2*70 S2’l 277V HTVQTOO 


CWft - tt W 

any * « aia w§ 
29V <3 W 282 207 
8S 8 29 SOC 42N I 
t)C.+S7 23 -I 

K35 - 40 200 3SB3 \ 

£41 *1 - - 2£07i 

23, V - 32 82 278 1 
XV - O 82 ZTZSl 
2BV -, 33 sro; 
305 1-1 V V 387 STO 


oar, W 7 OtntmtW «0V » 15 289 230 

zsv sosv nwp m sic ss» - w _ 255 
rev *4b Cw^&ta J8V - 35 NO NO! 

ray rav e25l*£ mv 1 S 20 * bto ^ 

.i i Si* S; gSRB 

«S, s A-g- * ~ “ 

3 fSBS- 

«’» NfUrU — 

Bt HwrtaoCly 


BSD OOO flOT 170 

523 . 300 7 £AUn*w «6 - tt 229 

427V 360 AdT*N «5 -2> 07 323 

" 2 ^ SW" « 


ZB, N«V 9 2 » 

(Pm, 

*• -v » J? are 
_ SS 5 ? £ * SiS 2 ^ 

asy BOV LandSto to. X 253 3 B 3 
®V TOV LcbLta SfC reV+V X ■ ^ 
«0 43 V 14 ETC 493 +»V Efl 232 3310 
87 TO Uftvto ««V - X S 27 33 B 
XV * 3 V UMIH ttV - 67 335 3 MB 

8* V TOV itn rav - a 


. as to w«v*o 

39*V TOP «V - 

mv aoc*»3B™ rev * 

449 BUranRNt 4B>V - 

cm wo »o’i 

222V ODunf JKm* 
«b CtaXE)l TZJ\ *4 
Ota* 443V - 

V OtKComp 42V +fi 

92V Copcxta X » 


N8V -HV 56 P 8*32 

8», +5, ® 77 5TO 
BBbNVH 97 Sm 
ami re, » ta se 
390 *Vf M 77 BS 

*3 44V 56 * WO 

I 375 - 47 93 370 

ASK ■ 51 BB - 


S"i « ^jsgmghtaiMoe. 

t , 4B> - « tt* 4801 9C4» 

DCSenp W> re 06 2B0 3473 M.CM 

Dm Seta 200 ; *2 4H H* ZJ* 

_ -- -u areyr+6 03 *5 2™ aSgtareBcBta 

XV XV EWPtat 5*V * A3 NOB FWMnUta 

MV BwttaaP* rev -. 41 TO 2*« 

ZZS ^ + 1 U ^ 1 

_ totoTlta bV+V B SO 487 fato^es 

: SSV * toOnp 9K *S tt 235 5377 

OTV XV teDFW 20 . a* 97 BOS 

! ®b NO tSi X - 33 92 2982 

■ 637 330 .BAtotina 9SDX+8 OB 436 4X3 flaonVta^ 

M PW.CX <§> I Eg figs 0 - 

^ p-eo, w ^V XV xgta S- ttV ^ w ^ 

mSifr N B3-07O1 "n+V 707 1293 1 xV BV ty^FttN 28 +aV TO 82 CTB 

x iRtoiie, bi ■ x « aan 

360V taoo4 ax, *v 77 w mn 

mv IfcOomri Wo »V -3 • • gi.^,.1-.- 

9QJ SS?5Si“^TOV -S2V ■ I » ISSSSSIbgCx 
- , N6V Hagn 05, -, » ® iitawcuxaeic 

XV XV Trams TO'. 714 ri»!^>«lg -x a ^ SSj gg 

WV ttBV B»M2 mV+% 2N tt«i £j>\ nJ-; pSp™*^ CTV »1b 21 TO «W fSSSsa 

88 "» B 0 ^K 5 V 8 (»-e K r * ■ BBS MB' mV *gV toU BOW S S 

1*-ft«V TTBVtt T8--4*- n 1701:«g » 2 2B TO S'SSEJffifel 

SB* in'r-BBtatt BfiV *\ a* 8229] a 96 rtma 80 ' » „ 22 

T6-. Mirtt'MBA-b w “l lv OV rm£ 1 : - 

-m ttV TfBV.* IB 711 4392 23 231* ^S» 225 ■ 99 3S2 378* 

ftBVStt MVS 76 862 ' 65 X tos 5*V J, ffl W SS , 

mV mV Ttaxa%2KllttS*V ™ SisS: WV+V S 69 SMiUtad 


Government Securities 

tad total 1997 

Pika Ori ltd Catt M* Lew Staok Pdc 



* TO UridTO 
ijg ttO Brut 
SBV Son* _ 


ttl ' -TOI WaBrtTr® 
’» M toritSP 
i»V.JC VttaQTO 


Skaeod V 9 05 372 

ShriO* ®- : . a ara 

Mflto" i? . U W W? 
S**" »> *3 S 3 M 2 

taenGP m'^V «fl 

iKS, f -V§I 

S »S 

tSa S gjc + < - a I» « 

tato . 43 87 SBiS 

Scapi __ . <7 9 * *5 

V»JN 5 <^* . 82 

IS 5 SE »Sv»fl »» 


g ® gg fodez-tinked 

« X «71 mV nS 7 (»tt 

29 ■* 2 » I 87 "* 84 *. 82 »a 

fi ■ ttf’W 


' BV aOVCornSSS MS -V •- W 3 J MSUVCWB'AMWS.b BX ’OO] 

,- I riVriSVlti 37 S ■ - Bta 

• » 229 1753 1 g«N( 31 "s Cor* 2 Tft 3 * -ta • C 38 I !We<JttHT[S 

> s S M mv 9 114 . 3 * - - 06 W, MV * 08.00 robiV bk bb 

•V 30 017 ) 06 . 04 b Cons 3 % JO OSVltV, esr SM I 

*™rts in', ty'. hmsm D7V *v se OOB| 

OOVOOS TiwaO» 7 %TOW» - B 23 4*91 OtV W'p Ir 70.01 W. +S 691 30 * ; 

OlV »S Tr 8 Vft 37 SOS - B 21 0*1 j IBSHSimtl T* +V 694 {50 

» 5 , i 2 B”«-ExWfc 97 03 *»-S 6*1 ca C 2 V ttb Ti 9«02 NlV+V TTO ox 

mV nSv;«aa ooS . bm ca «’■ at Tr«*(n wv+V . tjb cn , 


to Lew Staob Pita a* YW Cota | 
1BS06V Cn*tt'X99 «7S*b BX OO I 


17 m 30 » QttaSVtotoOom 
43 - 3 S 


w‘ 3 «. “ 5 £ V "£'* S £ SS! «*> w^ 5 *wo* »v .Vt are css Storts 

wv my ttagti re j m ttsvoo tare «S-S ax on; _ 

*v av *53* rev-t S ®S “ 55 2?SS 


BOBS 4Bb Jonaw tt 
« TO ®8 « * V gsg 1 

18 «5 AV 0 *S Lto^Mm 

6 36V M.nta 

36 -5 S5 Sv 'ey kmt 

23 25 22 ? STOV 4 G 9 V M^oto 

» S SS «*. «. “w* 


$ sf S. 

bC aV Mx flto 


TOO 5 S 5 itta we 

482 *Bb IttoOw. g, 
XDV » tttoMty 257V 


>a X CB 333J ; “ - 

1-1 X S3 ^Undated 
* * *»' HVdVCnA D’- -S 

*; g « r »re»u.aw. os*b 


Z Ott! ttSttV ItoChlWtti ■ 023 **91 ] mv X'p Tr70.cn «’<*v 691 SBI 
« Btt SIV 2»SVttt97 SOS - B!l M MSHSmOl T® +S 694 tOO 

t mil ttB 3 '*fl 3 , V&m 97 ssS -V s*i ox mv ttsV Ti 9 «o 2 m E *+V jto m 

B 021 1 DOS . BM sa OB’. «V TrWKB W=V4-’n 705 SSI I 

3 022; OS'. 2 »v EiBMK tE’V + Vr 847 C73 MS IDS V H W* OS-9* 8 » 090] 

3 023 IH'r m'VrlirfitoM Bb*'i &78 OOB, flTOSr B2S W3 tXBM«W ,r s+> SJB C »[ 

2 US* IBS. Ob ElSSH tt7\ • 673 099 1 m*t.SS* , ACm9'#fcD* ltt> +’■ 703 D *8 

b’t ri’i'V a» sgss - c 2 «b m^owaiMko wS+V Tor cc] 

-ns V ref's 1 75 'iM® toVf’n STB KW 7 TO'iaAtettBHSttVl < TTO CBS 
. 1239] Hi's ra 1 * Ex fi'*^9B OBV *V 630 cm! tm » no'be untB-QB «2*» -V 717 to* I 

- S52: OB 9 * net % Store reeto+'a EX era I TO*. 99 9 aft7toOB BlWV 706 BCD 


Q 3 b» XSlMIlMBMJTBlH+V 7 Df 

m'b.tS'a ttBWfcW Itt'* + V 706 

M”a«B«*ttBttX 1N"at^i TSB 

OeSOl 17 ton nB^r+V, 7 S 


WV TOV Qwtofl 


re;; luknxwo say -a 
9 Q; {JSSftSi^^TOV *V 


P 6 P 221 V* 1 b SS TO 

M'W 80^1,5 to OB-O B ; » ■ BBS o»> agv rey najtt sew a re ^gi g^Say * 


SrewtSferi 


mV. mV Tnx 8% 2021 «V+S 



+s 






business 


r-PTmv a MAY 1997 • THE INDEPENDENT 


Minister plugs in to power row 


In the first of a series of 
articles on Labour, business 
and the City, Chris Godsmark 
asks what the new Government 
means for utility regulation 


Is Beckett trapped by a 
presidential precedent. 


John Battle, the new Energy and 
Science Minister, yesterday held 
his first talks with the cwo energy 
regulators with the delicate 
question of whether to delay the 
start of domestic power and gas 
competition understood to be 
high on the agenda. 

No details were given of the 
meetings with Clare Spottis- 
woode, gas industry regulator or 
her electricity counterpart, Pro- 
fessor Stephen Uttlechild. Yet 
the relationship between gov- 
ernment and the regulators, 
something the Conservatives 
deliberately kept unclear, is 
threatening to become one of 
Mr Battle’s biggest headaches. 

The DTI may not be the 
highest-proffle department dur- 
ing Labour’s storm into office, 
but the seemingly arcane tech- 
nicalities of electricity compe- 
tition represent not only one of 
the most pressing issues on its 
agenda but threaten to under- 
mine the drive lo put consumer 
interests above those of share- 
holders - something Mr Battle 
described as a “priority' 5 just 
hours after being given the job. 

Dieter Helm, energy expert 
and bead of the Qxera consul- 
tancy group explained: “1 think 
John has to act very quickly. The 
easy option is to muddle 
through, but by then it could be 
too late to avoid chaos. Evety- 
one knows domestic power 
competition will be delayed. It’s 
a question of whether he can 
take difficult derisions.” 

Several regional electricity 
companies (RECs) have so far 
requested talks with Mr Battle 
with the thinly disguised aim of 
postponing competition, which 
on Professor Littlechild's 
timetable would roll-out be- 
tween April and September 
next year. Privately, several 
RECs believes the process is 
hopelessly tight- although pub- 
licly no company has said it 
would fail to meet the deadline. 


The difficulty has been the focfr 
of ccKJrdmation between the 14 
power companies involved; 32 
RECs and the two Scottish sup- 
pliers. They must all produce 
complex new computer systems 
which can talk to each other and 
trade customers as they switch 
supplier. If these fail experts pre- 
dict huge billing problems as 
households disappear from the 
systems. Estimates of the cost of 
introducing competition range 
from £500m to £lbn. 

Od the other side the Elec- 
tricity Consumers’ Committees, 
independent bodies which rep- 
resent customers interests, are 
stepping up their demands to 
keep to the existing deadline. 
Yvonne Constance, chairman of 
the committees, yesterday 
wrote to Mr Battle urging that 
customers should get the ben- 
efits of competition on time. She 
said: “We are 3 ware the RECs 
were lobbying before and after 
the election. However, there is 
useful progress on the computer 
systems and there is nothing to 
be gained by removing the pres- 
sure to deliver. Any delay 
accepted now will let the mo- 
mentum go out of the system. ’’ 

The answer, according to Mr 
Helm, is for Mr Battle to an- 
nounce a fundamental review of 
competition, which would take, 
several weeks. “A lot of costs are 
being committed here for a 
timetable which may never hap- 
pen. The policy needs to be bold 
and well thought out. It's not a 
big task to have a complete re- 
view, it's just unpalatable.'’ 

Yet delaying competition 
would almost certainty bring Mr 
Battle into conflict with Pro- 
fessor Uttlechild, who has re- 
peatedly defended his role in the 
project. A similar move to put 
back the further opening up of 
the gas market, planned to hit 
Scotland and the North-east of 
England this October, would 
sour relations with Ms Spottis- 




Fresh brief: John Battle, the minister, has already met gas and electricity regulators 


woode, who before the election 
made dear her doubts about the 
windfall utility tax. 

Labour has suggested it may 
merge the gas and electricity 
watchdogs into one depart- 
ment, though Mr Helm said the 
outcome may be less radical. “1 
don't think he will replace the 
current regulators when their 
contracts expire." 

One thing Mr Battle has no 
shortage of is advice. One of his 
first moves was to approach Dan 
Com' lo become a full-time paid 
adviser. Mr Cony, from the left- 
leaning think tank, the Institute 
for Public Policy Research, is a 


well-known critic of the present 
system of utility regulation and 
of price regimes which serve up 
windfall gains for investors. 

Mr Cony's role could, ac- 
cording to* some observers, 
point to a much bigger trans- 
formation of utility regulation 
than anything Labour suggested 
in opposition. “The manifesto 
was fairly weakened and didn't 
say too much. We’ve got to look 
at changes to make regulation 
more accountable so its quite 
open at the moment," he said. 

Labour's determination to 
push ahead with these more 
general utility reforms is un- 


clear. Dieter Helm argues Mr 
Battle may prefer to concentrate 
on tightening the firms’ soda! 
obligations. “He may look at a 
social levy to meet these oblig- 
ations such as cutting discon- 
nections or preventing price 
differentials between regions.” 

If Mr Battle successfully 
grasps the nettle on competition 
and maintains reasonable rela- 
tions with the regulators, he 
could win valuable space for a 
fundamental review. Yet the 
risks are huge. If he fails, his 
credibility and that of Labour's 
beefed up DTI could be severely 
weakened. 


Roll this one round your 
mouth: “President Margaret" 

No no, calm down, fin not 
milting about Thatch. Tin re- 
ferring to whether Margaret 
Beckett will be tempted to 
hang on to at least one of the 
“trappings of power” from 
the previous administration; 
that is, the title: “President 
of the Board of Trade." 

This was, of course. 
Michael Heseltine's creation. 
Apparently, when asked this 
week by an underling for her 
thoughts on the matter. Ms 
Beckett merely reacted with 
a “quizzical look”. 

we wait with bated breath 
to see whether or not this 
particular trapping proves 
too enticing to discard. 

Yet another example of New 
Labour getting off to a run- 
ning start - Ken Clarke's pet 
project, the Private Finance 
Initiative (PFT) is to get a 
thorough overhaul. 

The original idea of bring- 
ing in private money to public 
projects has sunk in a swamp 
of accounting technicalities 
and confusion. The man to 
oversee Labour’s review of 
PH is Geoffrey Robinson MP, 
ex-managing director of 
Jaguar and the Treasury's 
new Paymaster General. 

The review will be carried 
out by Malcolm Bates, who 
spent 12 years at GEC as 
deputy managing director, 
and is the new chairman of 
Premier Famell, the elec- 
tronic components maker. 

Here comes the New 
Labour bit: anyone wanting 
to make their views known to 
Mr Bates has only until the 
13 June. So get cracking. 

And Mr Bates instructs 
people to keep their con- 
tributions short' n'sharp: 
“Keep them to two sides of 
A4 if possible please.” 

At this rate, they might 
actually get the PFI to work. 

Before sou get too sorry for 
. the Tories, I am delighted to 
reveal that Norma Majors 
PR has a new job: spokes- 
woman for Cosmopolitan. 


PffnPT.re & Business 



How far will Margaret 
Beckett follow Hesettine? 

Eileen Wise, Head of News 
at Conservative Central 
Office, has been appointed 
Director of Corporate Com- 
munications at The National 
Magazine Company. 

I wonder whether this will 
set a precedent. Portillo for 
Loaded magazine, perhaps? 

Picture the scene: John Bru- 
ton, the Irish Prime Minister, 
is having breakfast yesterday 
at the Grosvenor Hotel in 
London as a guest of the Irish 
Trade Board. On the same 
table are Peter Sutherland, 
newly elevated interim chair- 
man of BP, Niall Fitzgerald- 
chief executive of Unilever. 
Christopher Haskins of 
Northern Foods - and Bob 
GekloC creator of Live Aid 
and former Boomliwn Rat 

Mr Bruton delivered a 
short speech about Irish- 
British trade, the success of 
the Irish economy and the 
prospects for peace in North- 
ern Ireland. Sadly, my infor- 
mants were unable to 
overhear what was said. 

Apparently Sir Bob was 
looking well, considering his 


reputation asalate-aight 
club-goer. He was therein 
his position as head of Planet 
24, his media group. Ur ■ 
Sutherland, ukfcnamed . 
“Suds,” was there in tus ca- 
paetty as chalnnan oLGc&fir. . 
man Sachs InternanoaaL 

If for any reason Mr 
Sutherland doesn’t have his 
interim status at BP ratified - 
as a permanent chairman, 
how about Sr Bob? Alto- 
gether now, “Tfefl me: Why I 
don’t like Mondays ...” 

One doesn’t normally think of 

the Global Markets Economics 
ream at Bankers' Trust as cutting 
social satirists, but so it appearaVt 

The team’s newsletter ** 
boasts a “World Exclusive” 
on the identities of the four 
outriders who are due to be 
appointed to the Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC), 
set up by Gordon Brown to. 
fix interest rates. 

According to Peter Price, - 
managing director, the mys- 
tery four are: Professor Syd- - 
ney Trimmer, Polenta • : 
Professor of Stake holding, . 
University of Islington, best ■* 
known for A neo-Keynesian . . 
approach to optimum re- 
source allocation in a munid - . 
pal library environment, Dr 
Victoria Harpy, Chair of the 
Social Market Aromatherapy 
Research Council, formerly : , 
leader of of Brent Council’s 
“Smash the fascist bosses 
anti-plutocrat support 
group”; Alfred “Alf” Stub- 
bins, General Secretary, 
Amalgamated Union of 
Managerial. Technical, Edu- 
cational Syncopational, Sci- 
entological. Sanitation 
Workers and Allied Trades; g* : 
and Baroness Edwina de 
Oddbins, who will “operate 
the Ouija Board”. 

Now why does something 
tell me Bankers’ Trust isn't , 
taking this committee 
seriously? 

John Willcock 


I 



Interest Rates 

UK Germany 

Base 625% Decani 250% 

France Lonfcard 450% 

Intervention 315% Canada 
Italy Prune 475% 

Discount 75% Discount 500% 

Netherlands Denmark 
Advances 270% Discount 325% 


Liffe Financial Futures 


us 

Prime 675% 
Discount 550% 
Fed Funds 525% 
Spain 

gayaos 

Repo (Ave> 40% 


Japan 

Discount 050% 
Belgium 

Otscourrt 250% 
Central 300% 

Swftzariand 
Discount 100% 

Lombard 4«5% 


Settlement 
price ■ 


Bond Yields VKMiimRnwSi 

country sgr yttU\ JOyr yWd% Country yUU% ior 

UK 70% 652 75S% 7.03 NetfieriandS& 25 % 463 675 % 5.84 

US 6.63% 6.62 625% 675 Spain 780% 553 7.35% 8.70 

Japan 5.50% 152 2.90% 256 Italy 625% 894 675% 7.43 

Australia 10.0% 740 6 . 75 % 7.74 Befeun 95% 451 625% 567 

Germany 80% 457 80% 5.77 Sweden 13.0% 5.87 850% 7.05 

Franca 4.75% 4.74 5.5% 5.68 ECVMT 80% 455 550% 816 

Yiatticriatt«danloc«bM m**e«W«* 


Money Market Rates 

OtflgH 7 Dot 1 Mouth ailreda BMontto 1 War 



SSefortBd 

irfttr Bond 

JapmGvfBd 

3MnSMta0 

3 UmEuwmarir 

SMthEurohi 

3 Mtn Euroyen 
3 Mtfi EtfOTmSB 

3 Mffl EOJ 


Liffe FTSE 100 Index Option 

Settlement price; 4568 * cfoeing offer price 


Other Spot Rates 

Country Storing Doter Country Sterling 

Aiwrtina 1638 09999 Mperia T36S2B | 

Austria 194775 120183 Oman 06241 

Brad 17265 10650 Pakistan 653136 

2*® ^4444 82934 Pfappne3 427727 

SOT* 34009 Portugal 276387 

Fjrtand 23680 51619 Qatar 58965 

Ghana 319369 187500 Husaa 933105 ' 

Greece 4405B3 271780 South Africa 72479 

JKfla S&JJJ7 35B570 Tahran 443207 

Kuwatt 04322 03036 UA£ 53545 

Fonnwd rates quoted high to low are at a discount: subtract him spot rate 
Rate quoted low to high era at a premium: add to spot rate 

'Doter rates quoted as reciprocals. 

For the latest foreign exchange rates caH 0891 1233033 
Calls cost 50p per minute. 


4650 

4600 

4650 

TotalNols 

44/IB 

18/45 

5/06 

-- 

94A52 

66/04 

42/113 

-- 

13CVB2 

lOOn 03 

7Bh 30 


147/96 

117/120 

93/147 

nonei 


Agricultural 


Starting CDs 

Local Authority Daps 5=» 
Discount Mattel Daps 6’. 
Treasury Ms (Buy} 

Dollar CDs 

ECU tinted Dap ■ ■ 


Tourist Rates 

£Buys 

AustraBapofiars) 2.0230 

AustriafScftdingsj 195900 

BeigaurKFrancs) 555000 

Canada/Ddlere} 2.1650 

Cyprus) Pounds) 03060 

Denmark (Kroner) 183800 

Hotend(GuWen) 30340 

Finland IMarte} 82440 


6 71 6* 6* 6*» B* 6»* 6*a 6* 6- 6’i 7 

B't 6"* B'rr 6'i 


Energy 

Brant Crude (S/barrel) Gas oS (S/torm) WTI 


4*» 4'h 4h 4s 4 "*4^: 


(PE 550pm *chg V* ago IPE dare *chfl 


Jtfi 1*50 +034 w«y i®a> *i ! 

-U 1156 +036 Jun 16750 +1.< 

Aug 1167 +026 Jut 16175 4-1 J 


E Buys 

France(Fr3ncsj 9. 1160 
GflrmatyfMarta) 2. 7070 
GreoceflJrechmei) 433X000 
Hong KonglDoHsrsI 122200 
iretandtAinzs) 1.0425 
tefy(Uaj 2704.0000 

Japan (Yen) 1995000 

Malta (Uri) 0.6065 


£ Buys 

NmrZealBnd(DoAM1 23000 
Norway (Kroner? 112500 

PoitugaHBcudctf 2725000 
Spain (Pesetas) 2272500 
S*vert*ri(Krwwj 12-2830 

Sm&artand (Franca) 2S80 
Turteyfljra) 217070.0000 
UrUed SWesfDolers) 1-5075 


Vot 37454 I nd«x:1118 Vot 18202 

‘■nxUerBpmutfn ram agn pna Maot/t kr 


Gas oS (Vtoene) WTI Products! (Vtams) 

IPE daw 'dig 6pm Spot OF NW Europe 


Way mao *i SO Jun 20.15 PramUrrtaaded 200/302 

•Ul 16750 +1.C0 Jd 20.15 Naphtha 175(178 

Jut 16175 4-i» ^ 20.10 ECGaaoJ 171/173 

Vot 1B202 Sep 20.03 PudOi 7B/80 

Sower OWanitti Of fepora itrwi 


UFFE 

E/Mraa 

UFFE 

Mow* 

UFFE 

May 

983 

May 

1780 

May 

Jut 

1006 

JOt 

1780 

Sep 

sg> 

1022 

Sep 

1790 

Nov 

Set 

7053 

Vot 

6774 

Vot. 

WWte Suj» 

FraigM 


Wheat 



Aug 352-30 
Oct 303.70 
Dec 302.10 
VOI 968 


UFFE 3IQU.pt 

May 1320 

Jito 1280 

VoL 70 

Indent 177% 


May 91.60 
Jul 9355 
Sep 9450 
Vot 785 


Other Softs 

May Mass (NoS)** Storms T09.0 unq 

unq Copra (t) S/tonne unq unq 

M Cotton INY) UScwtfo 72D4 unq 

uhQ Wod AeMflip unq uxi 

May Ritobar* Mcertfkg 27350 iriq 

Odgw tamvsc of . iw«^n»4nuuiiwM 


CMS 

Potatoes Potatoes 

LFFE Eflonna ATA Od/IORg^ 

May 30.00 Vo»; 

Jun 5800 May 9.00 

Nov 10500 Oun 11.70 

Vot 71 Vot 141 


C80T Cantsbushd 

hplo Seal 

May 2885-286 288 

M 2855-2825 2845 

Sep 270-268 289.75 


Soya OiS FLIOOkg unq 

Coconut Oi fhStaine unq 

Sunflower Ote S/tonne ' unq 

RapeseedOWFUloOkn - unq 
firoundnutCH S/tonne unq 


PS 

• •. *r 


Latest Unit Trust Prices 
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Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
reports from Chester 

Just as the faiiy story was about 

^ 2“?*** in 'hc Or' 
monde Stakes yesierdav. Rnv_ 

*£*£. hcaiinu ifie 

old soldier Further Flight it was 
rather like Prince 
iraanyrog one of the m v sister 
- Further Flight's grey dapi 
pled figure is the sort vr. u siv 
m bedtime books and he seems 
K) have been around since wc 
were much younger. The 
1 . 1 -year-old arrived for compe- 
tition yesterdav with 5 h starts to 
his name, 22 of them victories 
and the prospect of famine his 
regular jockey. Michael Hill’s, m 
his 1 . 000 th career success 
Britain. The romantic 
wasseL 

If Further Flight wus the 
good guy, the bad lad ot the race 
was his stabkrmaitf Moonax. 
the l?y 4 St Letter winner, 
whose preferred diet is human 
flesh. There Is a giveaway clue 
lhaL the chestnut is not the most 
pleasant of customers when he 

is escorted into the parade ring 
by his iass. Joyce Wallsgravc ac- 
complished this dutyyesterdav 
wearing a body protector and 
heavily wadded arm guards. 
She looked like Wiivnc Gitizkv. 

Moonax himself did not ap- 
pear particularly cuddly. He 
slavered rabidly, sending saliva 
back over his mane, and refused 
to leave the paddock. Once he 
emerged on to a course fringed 
<^»y a harlequin canopy of um- 
brellas the six-year-old dis- 
played his dressage skills by 
going into reverse. 

Dariytl Holland eventually 
got him down to the start, 
where stallhandlers appeared to 
be drawing straws. Moonax was 
blindfolded and led into his staQ. 
'where he promptly squatted. 
This proved a cathartic act 
however, and as soon as the 
gates opened Moonax behaved 
like a cherub. 

Election Day tugged the field 
along for much of the journey 
but there were figures moving 
much more smoothly in behind. 
Moonax looked dangerous off 
the final bend, but then Further 
Right, whose low head carriage 
suggests he might kick himself 
in the teeth, and Royal Court 
settled down to fight out the fin- 
ish. Only dose home did the vet- 
eran succumb. 

The winner's trainer, Peter 
Chapplc-Hyam. was formerly 
assistant to Further Right’s 
k handler. Barn, 1 Hills, and he 
I would have understood if hiss- 
ing had greeted his entrance on 
to die stage of the winners’ en- 


closure. “Further Right is a 
grand nJd horse and I’m sorry, 
in have beaten him even though 
l ye nut managed that before,” 
ne said. “I was assistant when 
he was two and three and he 
won the Ebor so I know what 
a grand old horse he is." 

John Reid, the muddied win- 
nmgjtickey. bore the look you 
normally sec in a colliery cage. 
He panted out his race report. 
" I was more or less pushing him 
for the whole of the race just to 
k^ep him in it. but you always 
know that when you put your 
|o* it down on the pedal he is go- 
ing i/i pick up a hit," Reid said. 
"U wasn’t easy. It was hard work 
for him and me." 

While Reid feasted on earth 
the victorious owner was prob- 
ity finishing off his digestif. 
Royal Court’s victory complet- 
ed a dean sweep of the meet- 

RJCHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Cyrian 
(Nottingham 7.20) 

NB: Rymer's Rascal 
(Carlisle 3.40) 

ing’s major races for Robert 
Sangster, who had also won the 
Chester Vase (Panama City) 
and the Chester Cup (Top 
Cees). Sangster rarely seems to 
make bad moves and his deci- 
sion to forsake the atrocious 
weather of the Roodeve for 
London business meetings and 
a spot of lunch at Daphne’s 
hardly looked calamitous cither. 

The mere mention of Further 
Flight is enough to reduce Bar- 
ry Hills to tears and there was 
moisture in his eyes and a croak 
in his voice as he detailed his dis- 
appointment. “It would have 
been a faiiytalc if he had won 
because it" would have been 
Michael’s 1,000th winner and 
we all know how much that 
horse has helped his career," 
Hills snr said “If he hadn’t have 
been going as well as that he 
would probably have won. He 
has been a very good horse and 
still is." 

. Hills could also make excus- 
es for Jack The Ripper and was 
protective about the crazed 
Moonax. If you suggest the 
horse might be calmed by tes- 
ticle severance Burry agrees the 
operation should go ahead but 
that the questioner should be 
the patient. “We'll think about 
putting a half pair of blinkers on 
to make him concentrate in fu- 
ture,’’ he said. “He did take the 
piss out of everybody today 
but once he set off he ran a very 
genuine race. He’s run his heart 
out today." It was not an after- 
noon, however. when the col- 
lective heart got what ft. desired 


Reams Of Verse for York 


Henry Cedi, who has trained six 
winners of the Musidora Slakes, 
wfl] be represented by Reams Of 
Verse in Tuesday’s renewal, 
likely to start favourite. Reams 
Of Verse goes to York on the 
back of a good sixth behind her 
stablemate Sleepytime in the 
1.000 Guineas. Hiat saw her 
promoted to the head of Oaks 


betting at around 7-1. The John 
Gosden-trained Noisette, who 
confirmed encouraging gallop 
reports with a smooth wm at As- 
cot last month, could be her 
main rival Ben Han bury will 
saddle Messhed, who wintered 
in Dubai and who found infamy 
as the horse whose kick ended 
Willie Carson’s career. 


RACING RESULTS 


CHESTER 

BOOFARHJKTTNCTION tKFatan) 

OemoBOon Jo 14-1: 3. Bo My 
6 ran. 6. 3. (A Batey. Tirportey'. 
0; *1.50, £4-20. Dual Forecast: 
IF: £24.72. 

, CRYSTAL HEARTED lA McGtone) 
num Sands 5-4 R-tav: 3. reo«* 
3 ran. 13, 17. iH Candy, Wan- 
: £4. TO. OF: £3.40. CSF: E9JJ6. 
r. Mustdsai. 

, howl COURT U ReU) 9-4 favj 
Flight 20-1: 3. Moonax 13-2. 7 
p ripple -Hyani. mmon-™" 
.00. £3.80. [IF: £52.80. CSF. 

k £ 57 . 20 . Nfte Ba-AWKtoad. wa- 

„ SURPRISE MISSION (Dane 
2 - 

ise 10-1- 9 »**- 
Ramsden. Thirsfct. £ ™°; 
30, £4.00. OF: £40.00. CSF- 
case £399.42. Tnoc £151.40. 

eenecz e f*-2 lav: 3. Otan&> 
*. Qtilf Stuart ll-L 2R m. 3, 
Tote: 

70. £3.00. OF: ^5.70. CSF. 
case £367.52. Tno: £107.20. 
THE BlinERWlCK WD fRW^- 
2. RtrfTVas Rooatar 3-1 

. 1. 11 rw- 1*. <P 

njn. to il 0. £1.40, £3.50. DF. 
|SS;^»t:£134.4Vr™: 
Ful throttle. 

earned 

»a4.55. Place S: £298.00. 

HAMIUON 
IMPISH <XX*e »S0") 

art , n - 2 : 3 . Ragune CwwgM 


[VTBElNPgEW^l 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 



0891 261 970 


100-1. H nao. 3-1 few Lord Sky- 6 , V*. tT 
Rftenngton. Mattoni. Totes £17.60: £2.60, 
£2.50. £5.60. DF: £2650. CSF: £67.77.Trv 
£S,71BJ2. Too: Noi WOO. 

1_ VICE PRESIDENTIAL U CaroBl 

8-1 a Joaau20 -1;JL Sham Cracker S4 
jt-tw. 8 ran. 5-4 jt-fav Mamma’s B<# (Aft). 
B, VU (t Bhemgon. Mahon). To te: 0. 61) 0; 
£0.4 0. £550. DF: £136.70. CSF: £122X4. 

350: 1. GOLDEN HftDEER (M Bead) 7-2; 
2 . Khitavf 7-JU 3. Al On 9-4 lav. 7 ran. 2, 
5. tM Ryan. NewmaAet). Tote: £4.60: 
£150, £350. OF: £1 150. CSF: £23-25. Trr- 
casc 15551. NR: Cots Na farruifp. After a 
Stewards' inquey. ptectogs unaimea. 

I3tfe 3. CUiED UP (Mr A Bars) 7-1; 2 . 
HufcMes Lad* 5-2 bit 3. BoarOnThur XM. 
9 ran. ’/«, 7. <P Dfivraa. WeWvmfl.Tniac 
£950: £2.00, £i70, £350. DF: £14.10. 
CSF: £22.91- Tncaa: £187 .45 7«c £5880. 

4 . OS: 1 . ALEZAL (S Sanders) 2-9 tev; 2. 
Nc»Groush*4-l: 3-HppwiySawtlOO-l. 

4 ran. 18 , 3. (W Jams. Newnariea). Tow 
£150. DF: £140. CSF: £150. 

455 : 1 . SUN MARK (S SandGffi} 3-1: 2. 
Kathryn’s Pat 10-11 fete 3. Six Clerks 7-1. 

5 ran. 1 rh. 3 ‘h. IMrsASrenbanh Ftetimond), 
nee £350: £150, £150. DF:£15a CSR 
£555. 

Ptooopot: £254500. Qvaflsot: 05.90. 
Ptace 6 : £^553. Place & £14755. 

SOUTHWELL 

250: 1. SAM PEEB (D VAI04J '20-1: 2. 
PMoaopMe 6-4 lav: 3- Shaded 12-1: *• 
Bona VOs 8-1. 16 ran. 3, 27.. (R FMwy). 
Tone £3850: £4.70, £U0, £AJD. £450. 
DF: £7350. CSF: Q05Z TncasC £41557. 
Ttxx £12 7-3 0 , 

250: 1- PBILOP IB Dwtel U5 tos 2. 

ItaMstaa 5-L 3. Uadan 16*90. !*«■ 
G, ML (B Mediant. Tots £450: £150- 
£150. £3.70. OF: £110a CSF: £155a Trtoc 
£128.40. 

350: 1- PICCOLO CAHVO (Angpta Hart- 
M 33-1; 2 . BM WWll-lOJw 3. lhanto 
Kett 4-1. 13 ran. Vi. 3. J Wfcmi. ToMB 
£29-70: £8.00. £150. £LBO. Dft £8450. 
CSF: £7055. Tn« £46.10. 

35 aa-IADVSWRIPFfGRaIai} 7-4 tw: 
2 . Nefiier star 11 - 1 ; 3. Cortadia 9-1- 13 
ran. Hd. V«- <M W 

£1.10, £3.60. 050. DP. E&SD ^CSF. 
£2a23. Tncsse £12750. Tree 

aw- L CHDJUNQ (K Stetfl 20-t 2. 
Desert towrkr 5-U 3 -Bold Artstcrart 13-2. 
14 wl 5-2 few Start ted&r. 1% £ <N To- 
Itej.ToW £1650: £250, £4.40. a.10. 

CSF: £10556. Tfl* £15750. 
4 ^- 1. WATER GARDEN !A OaW 9-® 
tor. 2 . SbontaiM M-t 3- Sean *■"*+£ 
4 TUiMM 14-L 16 ran. 1 *. iGWwgff. 

£1.70. £4.60. £1.40, £4^0. 

KflSSuaft m 3. tost £119.94- 

Qawtaoc £450. 
PMrefls£49.96. «»«* & £22.43- 
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sport 


JJNGF1ELD 


3L50 Farmost 
2 l 20 Runs fri The Famfiy 
2L50 Prince FOfey 
350 Chewtt 


■vr- : 
. ^ 


HYPERION 

3-50 Shanghai LJI 
45S0 IWusftarak 
4k50 Regal Tliunder 


6THNG: Good iTitrfl; SunUard MW). 

STALLS: Stands shir (TWO: lm - ouUiidc, lm '41 - mskfc (AWV 
OBAW ADVANTAGE; On turf, huh Aflo 7f MOydn; &juKrack, hw. 

■ UA-hanil, rdiarp muise. All-wnUKT aurfaL-e ta Equltrark. 

■ ODQE9C a SE off Biwn on BlitUK. UngOrtl staUon curved by Uwdon. Vlclarta) srflotna 

m^bi, ADIOSStON: llt m&aaS JS, avt*aire A3. CAE PARK; (3uti ill; n-a. fnv. 

■ LEADING TOAXNEBS WTTB BSUNNBBS; G L Hmr — 07 wlnnera Itnm 4TC runners 

aflUTOMK ratio nf 14 Ittauda lass ioa£J Jtrc! swJrc tA * Banaon — 40 
whiners, *04 runntre, L24rt>.-4ll457;EAlMtanit— 3V wumcn. U20 nmnere. 14.19b, 
-414.03; T J NaajJnoa — :W wtnncre, 247 runners, 12. 1 fc, -<583.72. 

■ 15A1HNG JOCKETS; L Ucttori — 88 whuwm. 353 rklns '4441%, 4-S.1558-.J Weaver 

— 85 wtaiwii- anfi rhfai, +S.18. 13; H Cochrane— 04 winners, 306 Odea, 17.6%. 

+&CIL20: A Clerk — S-‘l wiiinerN 452 rides, I i.TW, -Sfl757. 

ffUWVKinan FUST TME: Danctac Mywny (2^0); Worldwide Bleie 13-60). 
WDfNSiS CM THE LAST SEVEN OATS: Sane. LONG-DISTANCE BENNERS: WhittSe 
Bock iH.301 bah been wan 2W> mllw W Mm M Krvrtcy trnni Unglale, OeiefamL 


JL50 


KAHYRSI HANDICAP (AW) (CLASS D) £4£00 added lm Penal- 
ty Value £3^46 

23500 BAHZHAF (USA) (35) (60) iBrpi FenvM G L Moore 4 10 □ Cudy Nerd* 11 

21-135 MtWWGCT(CP)WApS4«)ert)MlM»7&ll. DRMc£at«4 

335- PRIK U6KT PCQ (MotK tacmgl G WafS 4 0 U_ * 


Alter winning three ernes as a juumie. WILLOW DALE struggled under tug weifiMs for trie 
mast pert, last swan, amwugi sha aa mansge a Vwd to Escssw at Windsor lea 
Ms*. That 0U4 run was off a 15tJ ht^ier mark and tier return MBn tp Spender m Br«son 
su 0 sted she would «m racas ms year. Widow Dele ms Mm to Urt OUner at Epsom lan 
lm* (Mflas last of 10 ) and hea chopped further n the weigrts snea. Sfte has raced prorro- 
nenay iwth starts tWs terniarw a gxxi start 6 wn fwr « 3 idfa*sliaiid 3 eo her gj close u>- 
day. R«n« Mum FamBy. mteced In Vie 3.50 » Southwel yesterday, led lor much of tha 
way when dree totgos second to Fame Aeam at Natu&am lost month and can 0 > net 
from her high Ora*. John CTDraana^ Bath Owd to Intaosh snowed that the 32 -year -ok! 
500 has wnat it takes to van a race, -mini Part*, who must owontothe lowest draw, putod 
too taut when sixth to Papon at Folkestone last tome and tl* drop to the top shadd he*. 
Ha* Tone, fBBfl and Wndrace were well beatan « Gone Sauage’s Sandown race; Th« vn» 

Half DvieVAraiunance he «nn at die same course In Aupisi. so he can do better. Sharin- 

aky lacks a recent nm but toe boohing o( Mldtae) Roberts b enccuiagtod. 

- : WILLOW DALE 


10 00500 PfMUWIWtSM5Eltaj))PChrte7 712 

U OKW) BB*f3SJlAFcuBI«Hat»37 10 ... 

12 065035 gWCAOWS {38j Pttnwn Racre Ora p T " loi ‘ 


JlUawlO 


-12 


-I L)Mr2 B 


■rtl RACMGCHANNB. STEVE WOOD MEMORIAL NOVICE SLAKES 
5ll (CLASS D) £4*350 added 2Y0 Sf Penalty \tfue £3,p64 

51 5MOOHSttM(t3l(I91ARFaifcNKMsb«fe94 ItoUS 

133 FKMCETOi£y(ix); (FgieySlBessrSC WQMTimerSO DMcQaAa (7)8 

0 B*SaCSTYlFfl3)Hto>,itwjwr^^,BiO __ s tol i— 1 

HGUjmiJKaffiWnJudiwnxhjBabjonesaU NDw4 

MGH MONEY (H0idemThaai0AcdRao)«iid)Gl£WB12 MEttHiyB 

G SStOEANTBfi>WIWRMan4PMetHl813 UHewy(3)7 

3 WM5WMACKtUQPf)niiaWn««TearSRHWiai812. 

BMOSH MW (En^Gb utfy Caras LdM HamesB 
<60 S0UW»lASSCUBBAlewri!anAliasCljnavtaniFE£d»87. 


MMnuh we#* 7« U *- Nwfcap wsgm: an 707* EBScatoaTH-Mi. 

IMS: no eontopomfint ace 

FQRMGume 

^ ‘h® *»«» Rose Henehap at 
had tiee n a length and a had see - 
martt man Itxl3 F s and her last on on 
zhar surface In Marth saw h«6nSh th«3 to Certatrrs Day o»w tfte Wp. StonaM Ul fin- 

wMIe Wa may pro* too far tor Peart Dam. CMemua an) htooLady taw won trace 

as wnenaepatatedhya short head 
at WotwtwtiKBfin «n Rsonjaty. naaeie Beauty *as a ctednate thira to Tasideh BeUe on 
her recent Bererte* reappearance (Woridwkie EM. W, STart 

MIMOSA 


420 


20000 PGMGMMN (23) (CQ llfBS AsteM SnWbnan) t| 5 9 U) 

21221 - MMOSr(2Sl)(D)WESwt)SrMPfesaii*9S 

15002 YOUNOAWtABB.(USA) [32) (Indentfiunsi C Dryer 4 9 7 

00020- SMO SDtfl C 212 ] 4Q (Ms T M Rmy) D Ktydn Janes 5 9 6 

201420 nCHSMA(DSA) (1^0X9 {BFMDKn^toM MadgdGb 5 9 L. 
1054 15 fflbEErsWWmWCTmBU^*3^CDajlEr690. 
05360 OBERQNS BOV (44) (IenyS>)epheai)5DM4Bl3. 


I Qofcn3 

_S Bra den? 
G Carters 


-A CMS 
UO 


L0attod3V 

TQBbatU 

215450 HMISRMP49i4SDia6'<CCCapeODnwchCM9S5 Kray WtsrfT) 5 

•tocenv ttasme FORCE WSAJWW Ms Baton H 0 (yrtCCy» 7 B 5 DBWI 6 

- 12 dedared- 

BEnWC: 94 Fraoet, 7-2 Swet Sraposto, 7-1 Prtme UgM, SlSoeUe*. 10-lTotitgAarabel. 12- 
1 » CU Saga, 14-1 Baadiar, Resist tin Force, IB-1 rtm 
1396: Sooty Tem 9 T W G Bwtwrf 31 0 M Bra*»i drawl IH 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Geatr wragg does wed wth ms iwnera here and PfOHE LiaHT as*! wen t» the one rt fns 
first hantOcap. The Pmto Domna 0 Vd»tg showed plenty et atwty m three starts to decent 
maidens al Newmafan SeUsbwy and Kempton eady test season, wtnotng up rath a etose 
bith ol 15 to Goto Spats owr sewfirtongs. Prime Li^it has not run Area 1 June, Out there 
must be wey chance that Wlraaj has Iwn £tt ettough. Fennort s an olNtnjs danger «e- 
splta not h»ina nainmce August. Succassfui sa times last yeer, he had Sweet Scppredn 
and Oherons Boy weB tetrad when gaming Ws vast ran at Wolverhampton (lm lfl and (s 
equity effeeme on this surface. Sweet Supposin'* recent Mns have been <w kmgpr tups 
and he never in e blow behind Anaft-Fu here last month, but he te only 2D hotter than 
when beating No S)»eches half a lenglt the dme before. ftsnWe Deron rs agm in omsad- 
rte. Buotaar was the subject of a gamble when usi o) seven to Barbasan on turf here last 
month. He non three wnes on this surface the wOTier beftro ts and shoidd not be wntien 
off yet Neither should Pencamon. who gave some encouragement m CtvckawKka’e New- 
martot rare laaimB and goes off the same mark ns when Jasawtortng.orer course and 
astance m March Inst year, it wW be suransmg *« cm Saga or Hawafl Storm a good 
enough In tho company. Young Annabel is *Mb tyflter then when touched off dose home 
by Jtoeiran at Southwell fcist month. Setaethw: PRIME LIGHT 


BETIMto 1M WNdty Hack, 5-2 Snotti SaOk« 9-2 Pttaca May. 5-1 Htfr Mora?. 35-1 BM 
Style, 251 HVduy legend Swgeut buy, BgOsti lady, 33-1 Soway less 
1996: Can* Royale 9 D Pat Edoeiy 4-9 ta, (R Hannon) dtara (3) 5 ran 
FORM GLHOE 

PrtnoaFOiay has not reaBybreoeoeed since maktng a wBtntng debut at leicestor test month, 
gpmg, dtawt a short head to BamUnOwm Bade at enghton and d«n fcesrtngaraJ to ft«y 
Babe at Ncttmtftam. He meets the Leicester fifth. SMOOTH SAUNG. on 4ib better terms, 
but Smooth s»qg sepped up on aw rwt to win the jurartBa race on MMbnad day at 
Ssndown by a neck from Ron's Pet (Basic Styte taaof 10) and can score again. Rtcftad 
Hannon, trewr of the Sandown second and than, gxz wth wntaky Made, who codd ffn- 
Mt only thhd to B ra l en gth winner Ballet Rambert when a warm tgvounta tor ter Bam debut 
( S ohi ay Lara 10th of 111. Geoff Lews (a going thraugi a quel spei and tfis newcomer 
Mgh Money may be one to wottdt tasty. SeJocffon: SfcttfflTH SAUWG 


1 

3 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 


TEQ4TOOMADENSIAKES (CLASS D) (DtV Q £4,900 added 
7f Penalty Value £34.91 
ROQt FNUGON (E Re*efl Lady Hentas 4 9 10. 

BIMJBV BALLAD ffbrtuy Autre M 


3513. 


54 6HARB 01SA) DQ GheMt Ahmed N MeMkutti A Smart 3 8 12 

OH) (V R V Rmnetdral Kdenqi 3 B 12 

OO- IKMDOOD (USA) (258) (MallkMn AI MaHnm) M SBuffi 3 B 12 

40-2 MUSHARAK (43) (Hanitan 8 MakKUrfi J Duitap 3 8 12 
6 MGHT EXPRESS (15) <R J Ucfeiayt B Hanhiy 3 B 12 . 

53 PfBMCEZAHDOtU)IMsBSurmertCHoran38l2 . 

00- SHARP DSD (2KB (Feta Haimarj Pllatat 3 8 12 - 
0- FUfMB COiffUB (193) (Mn R W S Bran C J Bairaad 3 8 7 . 

60 UTILE AHK fLT) (Mrs Lynne Jaws) G L Moore 3 8 7. 

8 I4Y BRL tUCT (31D) (Lte Panca MUe* P (AtOrS 387. 

-IZdacferM- 



J4Ua«y(3)9 


HAVANA HORSE (UK) LIMITED STAKES (CLASS C) £7,325 
added 7f 140yds Penalty Value £5463 
60400 ALAStAQpO) wmRBcngPannaal JVM497 DHo«aod4 


3^20| 


03-235 CHBWC9J (CD)/ 


JUa 34 /im» 5 ClA**» 597 - 


Jtodyilonfal 


2L20 


GOLDEN HORSESHOE HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4^22S added 
5f Penalty Value £3JDlfl 

00055 W1UOW DALE (IB) (D) (HWod JaPsai BtonQsBicW D n»WTh 4 9 11 TQdMlA 

000420 WMS (U) ffn (D) (The Mps Rsrtnashtt L Monc^n KV 4 9 10 Ftyuch&U 

20265 5HAVM5X7 (234) Mng 9ae RaorfJ P hewing 4 9 B ... M MMie T 

S Whitworth 10 

JMnOrqvflS 
.WRyanl 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

fl ... .... 

9 00050 POLiy G0UBfntf|13) [lfl [OwdSttraMBfenstaa 48 li- 

lt) 633-63 JKW 0TWEAI4S DD) {Dj IT P HBonO iks A Nrg 12 BB- 


01150 RJOH (14) (D) Gmdng brf] R (ngam 4 9 B . 

04000 WNDRACE 04) (W ® F AMonJ Mrwy 4 9 6 

3443-6 TWRD PAR1Y (17) MrG RSnWl) SOw 3 9 5- 


63130- CKMMC0URT(21f9P){ladiielaWir&UKen-DneBi()LCiinan497— LDelM2 

/2m- UWWLAD(345)llJptotBtoodSEc»0C:Brtrtj59 7 TQl4w7 

06141- HOVEWTHB)CS(28q(WEde&Ct4WGMTuTre597 0Sweuey{5)6 

21005 LAUCLWE B38?1D) (date) AFgH£T494 ISyatoS 

06100 VHTlLEMCK(4a (Bay Hone ltagSy«ficaWMisM«M^4 94 X0adsy3 

BETtHG:S-4Crtnm Court, 52 CbtaA, 8-1 AlAbm^Wbltit Rede, 10-1 1M Oaftc,l£-l Hove With 
Edca, 25-1 Lyeten Lad 

1996 : Altowa 3 8 8 T Quatn 51 (C J Baasad) drawn (3) 5 rat 
FORM GUIDE 

CROWN COURT was a hartthcao eacdthmg when wvrtrg off 3 maikol 70 at Newmarket 
(lmi m July and was raced ISO as a result at that easy five-length suc ces s. He went on 
to be beaten about a lengpi in thW to FStomin the vatebtethw^eto-dW. 10- furlong fiana- 
tcao al Gkxtous Goodwood beflxe firvshng n mkWivtsion in the Cambrtd^shae. Crewn Court 
was rated 91 an that last run, so he, chance m ties 0-90 fintrtEM stakes is an obvious one 
provided he is not inconvenienced by the drop in dstanoe. CbMt has &med el hb wins 
hare, tftrw on EQuitrach and the Iasi two on Mf. He »s in good tom, last amefimshmg Slh 
of 25 to T rest nvt m the Vienna Cup at Ascot when rated 8S and wd not be tar any. Al 
Ahraq gave Utie ecouragemani in Haukdcy HR's Nevrtxiy race on Ira return but wm find 
dra easer, as wR WttttUe Rock, 16th td 24 in the Lincoln. Lfl Ctafcw, who won at Good- 
wood and Newmartto last season, laris a recent run but has every chance at the wrigas. 

Selection: CROWN COURT 


BEmWfc 54 Nbnratak, 4-1 Shaft, 51 Maqood, 12-1 Rdara ZaHto, 14-1 Mtftf Eqaras. 20-1 
Batotty Bated, Gttn, UUH Annie, 251 othere 

1996: AESHt MUSC3 8 12 RCDChrana 11-10 fc* Bey Kesemy) dam |4) io ran 
FORM GUIDE 

WSHARAK felled by Just a neck to get the better of odds-on Romaiw on nts Haydock re- 
turn over this top and the winner boosted me torn when Showing up In a Sandown contf- 
t»ns race. John Dintop's ccrit shouU go one beioer in iris easier race. Gharib. fifth to Teoflto 
at Beverley on hs rauppearanoe. was two tergdw « from of stuh-jHecad Mgfrt Express 
and bnh can ntpme, although the drop In distance moy not help. Gay Keaeways untaceo 
GBu> te writ bred and was a cheap purchase tram Luca Current. He is best watched In the 
betttog. The Michari Stoute-traned Mowjood showed Me In two starts last year but e open 
to improvement, whde this is tourer tor Prtaee Zander after two tor tuns si Folkestone, 


Selection: MUSHARAK 

Tf Penaltv Value £3JS1 

1 

0 POtFECT PAL IBfl pF) WtreartB fitow Raong) Gay HeBaey 6 9 ID , 

II Bay* 

-J!Rriwts2V 

3 

5 IlffllcOMPAiRCNtiTflisjseirtrasiJrto^KnagB 

-J D Sraftb (3) 7 




8 





8 

9 



SECRET STREMGRttAiiffiiencPBrti Sufi Lab Hatw3812 

nrwawai 

10 

11 

12 



00 WSSMP(fl(iNRMan4PMfanei387l 

— M Harey (fl4 


4221-0 KM/ RWE CM) <U) (its G W TamennirTl S M Rxuer 590. 
0550 DABTDREE PQ (5 B Any) H QRngKtff 390. 


J)aneffM2B 
MHtncrS 

-JtlMarBB 
|12 


[3-501 


11 65603 FUXS IM HC FAM6.Y (10) (Geoftay C G«r»oc<5 6 McCoul 584 DHanhM 13 6 

12 04-0 DANCWG MYSTHK (31) (4us8n Stroud S Cc isfl E Wheder 3 8 1 A0atyp)4B 

13 -00000 BAPTCMAL BOCK (IQ t? 9yme) B Cthey 3 80 IQataaB 

14 564330 SUPES1A0 (BE1) (44) W 0 F WbAd J finder 5 7 10 F Nortou3 

- 14 declared - 

AMrumretfc 7ai0ft W hamJcsi wdffiL Supertao 7s ®. 

BETTING: 3-1 Rwxs le The HraRy, 61 Join OhrMnw. 7-1 Wfcjw Drie, 51 Iftes. RHL lb-1 Had 
Tone, 12-1 TMd Party. 14-1 often 

199G: Judgment CM 9fl 6 F Norton 161 tP HwAhg) drawn DO) IB ren 


1 13322 

2 13305 

3 16553 

6 512130 

5 -43026 

6 -12230 

7 0-5050 

a 50400- 
9 53000- 


LADVO Fil l FS HANDICAP (AW) (CLASS E) £XJU25 added 
lm 2f Penalty value £3,018 

(Tit) (398} (Q (Dr For* 8 B Chao) S Woods 5 10 0 WRyrafi 

IGMlUB 
.Jl Daley 7 


.S enter 1 


WNOUPf(13]{DltUonaUtcI&ac&t3slsJl!)Haf<tiJonss*9> 

OASStoBEAinY(15)(Liytfc6eiSCWSaTia4 9 2 

CAt£M)UA{^lOask)|)haSp9est2>Mray492 

MVOSA (9) (Wtltoni Aioandsd S Dm 4 9 0 TQriral2 

SHANGHAI UL(13)(CJ(B^ MFfiff»SK*fG«Jei'5833 — FNnfenS 

WORIOMDC B3E (USA) (4 IQssac DaodE&ck Re) i Csnvbri 4 8 13 RPtk»3B 

SAM)iajRC(USA)(257}IMsJRWinrireariBHft488 HMsl 

AUSUM (MQ (Mss J FMdaM D Than 4 8 7 JIWeyB 


- 12 dedaed- 

BETTBIG: 52 Regal Ttuider, 7-2 PtaedBes, 51 Ken Ceapatoe, 7-1 Hared Cmader. 51 Sacb 
BoUaeaa, 14-1 Saoat Straaglb, Brifour lady, 151 others 
199ft lean 3 S 7 A UcOona 153 (H Candy! dtara P) 9 ran 
RAM GUIDE 

This does not look as gpod as the flretdivtslon and PRAEDOUS can break Ns duck. Retard 
Harmon’s CBdeeutGeneraux colt has shown tor tonnm his three starts and made the lun- 
reng to almost this distance when fifth of 15 to Rashik at Newbury on his return. The drop 
ft top stauid hefti Regal Thunder s fte darter. Fifth of 16 to MasWtaerat NeiwnartBt on 
his debut at October, he was beaten about 10 lengths <n north of 12 to Shmaf on his ruep- 
paaiance at that couisb and can imprene. Such B r rt dnnra and March Crarodar hmc brih 
finished in rrod^Mston of big fields, here and at NoOmtfram respectively, from sin^e starts 
rad are opra to totororernars. 7 he trip is surely too short for duel bumper odrater Perfect 
PM. Sanction: PRAEWOIS 


CARLISLE 




HYPERION 

2JL0 Hirst Bridge 2.40 Kemo Sabo 3J0 JACK 
THE LAD (nap) 3.40 Amron 4.10 Shadow Jury 
440 Lord Hastle 



GOING: Uuod to Soil (Soil in pleccB). 

STALLS: InsWc. except Jm6f ouudde. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High from 7f to IrtMC. 

■ fibpu-handondutadiutroiirsc- 

■ r-ounenon Dunfarroe<t,4mWor)uncUon 42 of 140. Station 
Urn. ADipSSION: nubSI2(OA?» Aunder^Uifl);T3Um»D* 
S6 (OATS A untkt-2 Is S3.V- CAR PARK: Cta nib S3; rest free. 
B UN KHR RD FIRST TIMRiNccrBc HMcb (3.401: Toronto 14.] 0). 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN 0AX8: Shadow Jny (4.10) won 
a Warwick on Monday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS; battra Soeaule has beat 
acm 3il rnUe? by E Simpson from West BactLmd, Suiuerset; Aba- 
Jiwy (±10). firing Harold 1.3.40) & OjmJchc Qaeat (4.10) bare 
bcortcitt 280 tnilca hy M ClwinKm Irotn Upper Urobmini.BarWdrei. 


6 406410 1ACKUELAD® JHs6ierein8 ID 

7 040- BHXJAYNE (303) Mis U Ra**5y S 7 
B 5000-0 NMGIM0O9) Msi Ramsden B& 

9 05242 TYCOON TMA (7) W U Bntonme 8 5 

10 55055 SAMSPET Ctffl) R Fahey 7 11 

11 0056 P0HH WSd (6) K Hogg 7 10. 

-Udecfirad- 

Mhimm Tst 10®. True fartfrap Petta O* 7a 
BETOMfc M Jack 7be Lad, HA Afcafaq>. M Creftarite, 15A Fmma, 
Bern Roberta, Be<9hta|M, MngUno. 12-1 Tyeooo Tina. 151e0wre 

BORDER ESK HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4tQ25 added 6f 


3.40 


1 20645 BREC0NQLLLAD(lA2)(fft MSbSHbISBU — D aabt&l7 

2 2-1BX fWHM (S) m fBF)JBeay 10 9 8 ,TEDtrewf5)8 

3 50002 NABSAiir(5)(qmRMcHeto-4B8 KSbad(7)l 

4 005 MOST RESPSHFUL (lfl DSmrh4812 — LOmadtU 

5 -00502 RYllEirSRASCAL(7)(D) EAIS8TI 5B12 IFwtnraS 

6 131600 NEHAE HATCH (5) (D) J J ONeB 4 S 10— 1 Cam! 3 B 

7 50632 SfEHSBONSROCIErdflj R Fahey 689 — AOftane2 

B 65054 BOOM DOROTHY «T&5Wby48B MBktbli 

9 00505 BnCHWOOO SUN CM) |CD) MOorfe 76 7 lWtow9B 

10 09004 RDOnr(lflmDac0i«n683 ,_P Fwray [5) 6 


2J.0 


CALDEW MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5jDOQ added 2YD 5f 

ALCOMBGH M JoirPnn 9 0 IWanar4 

HRST BHtDGE p2) M W Eisjpty 9 0 TLncas2 

UWHAtWPRfflEPDBansSO IFBpra5 

PEttMJWraaiplSO Itortlfil 


11 056Z4 ftYMB Hffioto (3) 14 Chamn 4 B 0_ 


J Footing 


2 PRaSM(14)CFamasi90. 
0 


LCtamock 6 

_T E Draan (5) 3 


SEVENTH WMiait38)JBeny 90. 

BETTING: 54 AfcmteWi, 51 Mat Mdge, 70 PdxSur. 51 UMand 
Frida. 51 Sawatt Haarea, 251 Patm 


BET1W6: 51 Boffin Dorotty. 51 Awroa. Stt plw n i n ii Bnclwt, 51 Bre- 
as^l Lad. RyrearH RaacM. NradtolMc^ W"* Harold, 10-1 ritora 

IRIHmG UMJTED STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3|300 adetad Bf 

300961 5H/UXWJUW(4) (D|D Chapman 79S — LOmoekSB 
522230 MMN(31)RMbw 493 DaraMctooraS 


400 


O AJ\l DERWENT CLABWNfi STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3300 added 7f 


1532-2 flR0CIWCG0U>C14| [DJOBF) Mrs Mffcvrief 6913 

A Ctoura 7 

54-32 KBM SABO (4) (BRC Rater 5 911 ICaraflS 


666060 A)BWmM5-7H0MAS(7)JUj£fl6lW)493.JForto>e» 

05404 POHACO (4) (D) N Smft 9 9 3 — IBranMI^)5 

01532 COMBE QUEST ft IB) M OHm*i49 OP PMaqdvQ 2 
500000 SMGVnH THE BAND (fln B McMahon 6908 MMd 6 

24500 RS) ROMANCE [16) D5fnOi3 88 ACritane? 

52010 SHBSH3KMm(ta1honreai388 — TW Hm 4 
5&050 TORONTO 03) J Beny 3 8 B J Weaver IB 


-65210 mSTBQU)CmC0)JTM»Bn896- 


^GDufltafcl 


6 50004- il7MNDGOKPnKE{LG6JFBei0n592JICadfade6V 


35660 AILMSWre MA1E g) (CO) T P Batten 9 S 5_ „ . .. .. 

-\fctniie A^Wiy (7) 3 B 

10005 WHNSREHAK(3U»RampSDn693^JIGMMrS 


33 COGCOROBA(MJBwy3B4. 


’Foray (5) 4 
IFtyM>2 


8 40535 CHMHGNEONRECM P Bara 3 80.. 

-Sdactoad- 

BETTDCb2-l Oroctnaa Grid. 7-2 Ketao Sabo, 4-1 Mtnsrart Mato, 7-1 
Fkst Gold. CaKnoba. 8-1 ChaaraewGaftfl. 33-1 often 


ZM 


CARLISLE, GREAT RALWAY CITY, 1997 
HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,500 3Y0 3jn 

0552 CARTOUBE(U)S>rMnescai97 G0nBeid4 

04-5 FAUNA (Z2J N Graham 96- 


443600 LUNAR MUSC (Id) fi) Ron TTwnpnn 3 8 5N Coooortoo 10 
-Udadared- 

BETTMQ: 52 Sbatfn* Jwy, 51 CBndeba Qaeat; 7-1 Mrero, 151 A» 
•wre-To-lbomaa, Skycn ttyer, 12-1 Mara, traar Maria, 151 oftan 

EDEN HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4^25 
added In Gf 32yds 

1404-0 TRtBTP^G starts 4 BIO ACafcane4 

5243V WBlAFP0MIH>(JB>BMacZft9P?3 9 7-— __JCaoDf2 

05060 7WfB«E(10)TOB McMaten 593 ITMtnal 

6WJ65 u»TOHIS)E(fln^Cl)nis»993J)BaoMid(aren7 

0005 LAW SWT p7) ft 6 8 6 IBtanM^B 

302113 ALLONCfljHettefmn6B6(5a0 GOaOridS 

10050 HB*aDFBZCl«mCFeetust584 LCtaraoekB 


-P Feaaay (5) 9 B 
i5B 


5303 ABAMN7(RMQannon93 

30650 SBWJMfiSnD(13)«Jcfrssjr>S13.. 
08330 Snan»(ll]MWEaEtBby812 


JJanAbKeowS 
_P P Mtorpbre (35) 7 

}9harer5 

Tineas 11 B 


9 /0053 RErtUSE(7) WKanp 6 710 — 

-Gdactead- 

Mtohum wiew: 7ef 10b Tree tarrfrap wOgK Reduse 75t8ft, 

BERMft 54 AS to, 52 Leaf Hastla, 8-lMRy. BM AlinlBML SWWO*, 
Charity cresader, 151 K^deld Fbz, Radwe, 14-1 toftySMt 


HYPERION 

2jOO Muznic 230 Royal Hand 300 Heefe A Dmcor 
330 Crewn Equerry 4JD0 What A Chance 430 
FatahaHdtadr 


jPCerixtiy 
ASSadtt 
ICtokfT) 
^CMeCuanckp} 


GOING; Good to Eton (Goari in places). 

■ Leflrhand, undubilng eouree. Bun-in on dra* coww at 500yd*. 

■ Gone* Is 1 ra SE of town new juncHou >>f AC*9 and At 77. Sl£K*- 
ura sutltn (Bin), Durham nation (1 2n0. ADMISSION: Paddock 
£8 (CMPS £4); Comae $2. CAR PARR: PwMudcSa, others free. 
BUNKERED FIRST TlMEs Catttra Lady (&30). 
WDWRRSINTHB LASTfiEFRN DADRCUdi The Hgeow (2X0), 
FBmloek (2 JO) « Fafcekalktair 14.30) won here on Friday. 
LONG-DWANCB RUNNERS: Saawylan* (3^0) has bean rent 
267 roHea hr J Neville from Cocdtonew, Oweni. 


[ZOO 


ALPHAMBBC NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3ft00 2m 5f 110yds 

Kt 12 MQZRAK(32Q pt) M Hanrnond 6 11 7 ftBantty 

2-FB21 CWCU DC PIGEON (7) (CO) R Barr 8 11 ? JNSHft 

DF1 ROffU.VOm(U)GRUn)a5U2 PCarbcny 

5048 AfKHH® tBORGE (39) MSB MMfien 7110 _AS Stott 

363 BJM[ra)(S23TT(*B5llO R McCarthy (7) 

000003 fSMSLW (lfl Ms K Lamb 5 110 MHStaW(7)V 


wn SIROtiG CHARACTSl (7) 0 larb 11 11 0 . 

F-P000 roSfB4M£X(BS)SHfcon511Q C BfcConnack (7) 

-Rdedmd- 

BETlMft 11-8 Royal Yorit, 3-1 Moalt, 7-2 CaftA The P|groreTO-lEML 
18-1 Aooftar George, Tnbba Trih, *WL Man 


5 (PF224 MOSS PAGEANT (49) FWWUt 7110. 

6 24-2P2 MR RBBtdffi) (flJ Wade 9110- 

7 4-P004 NO6OnS(UME(9)SPtmfii0i911O. 

8 4P-2P5 IUNXMAsnNE(2D)SClaik9110. 

9 F30056 MHO BROOK (6)6 9am 7 11 (L. 

10 6402F0 IS5AIMNCai(S6|(nMsGLftarel5l0BJt1haiBtoi 

11 OCDPOF IBS0NEIIE(2flB9an51O3 DFMur 

-11 declared^ 

BEIlMG: 51 Brae Artm, to Rafter, 13-2 bMnkaat. Md Break, 154. 
Chedswvr. 14-1 Lepton, Mass PagMnt, Nobortya Ftaare, Srakala SMra 
Hea’a A Daocar, 251 Maaaonatta 

GEORGE CARPENTER MEMORIAL HAhfi>- 
ICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £5^000 3m 3f 

1 PI me CtWWN EWIOW (4) (BF) G fifcrai* 7 124 PC*«rfl»ny 

2 11-173 IBfiftE BARTH pA) (C) P Beamunt 8 U 6 RSwri* 

3 4560F OVBt TIE STREAM (27) Mss M MG^n 11 U 0 ^ S SdiBi 

4 31215U SCRABO MBIT (154) P BEUfltrt 9 ID 13— B Oattaa P) 

5 12-EPO JOHiT ODEA |2BQ i Marine 10 10 8 EHari»d(flV 

6 P53202 BLAZBKDAMN(7)(O))JHiMuCkl01O4 TRBM 

7 3P4PS5 J9IDS{4fl|CD) B9em9 100 C MeCoraack (7) 

8 SOOUO iAUNTY Gffi (9) (CD) ) BAett 11 30 0 LOItoaB 

9 2132* MBCMEWU5BBL(lflBp) RI3B 91D0JRsF Nae i Raw 

10 PQ31F6 BmfiHTDESnff(21)JGaUe610O-JkOMcPW(7)V 

-10dacto«d- 

MWrram iwfft: 101 T/Mfierii»apiw^Ai«(yGggamt6«hb- 
vdus Girt 9a 20. Deriiny Ba 13ft. 

BETTOW: llrflCrora Evwty, 5-1 BtotogOrere, U-ZAcr IheSbeare. 
51 Tcaipte Garth, 10-1 Saabo YVnv, 12-lJtarey ODea, 14-1 other* 

QUY CUNARD HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) 
£2*00 2m 5f 


4jOO 


230 


JOHN VIADE GROUP SELLING HCAPKMR- 
DLE (CLASS G) OOjOOO 2m 5f UOyds 

1 33U140 RED JAM JAR (33) (CD) S Sri 12 120 KJcMwon 

2 064313 BARTON HBGHIS (7) (BF) MwMIfealey 5116— ^Nfcaa 

3 445831 H«II0CX(7)(CO)HNeander71OB(5ai)-RMoMh||fl 

4 0-6246 9N0MT 1ANE (41) 1 Nwrio 9 10 S RGarttyO 

5 

6 
7 


3S1-42 KNWfie IEAD 113) 6TO) Lte C EtofftoWfifi 13 13 0 

AfirffHRroatS) 

F2RU2 GRSMeWJMTlAD (25) (C) J Crarforth 9 12 ID 

MrPCunriortt(7) 

2/232P PRESS FOR ACTON (20) S 9toeyfle0«l 12 12 10 

mim p Brim |G) 

PPW25 BUCXAIffil BAY (19) S ftnaidn^i 10 12 7^JMrRHala (6) 

42P13S DOBOE|flfiWe9127 JtJWaBDu 


413026 smtM ABBEY (lfl (QJWMell 103 PCartawyB 

0PF544 HOKU. (MID (lfl R Anson 7 100 Mr R Aram V 

G5364U OBMOUBHBIl(57) E Caine 6 10 0 C McCormack (7) 


( 7 ) 


8 00525 MESPBSE[7)Rter7300.. 


,ST*ytorff) 
>6)8 


9 503330 CATRJN LADVpS) RCraa ^7 101 

-9dedared- 

MMmuin ae($ic lost, hue bandcap na(ffK Ratal Hana 9 st 10 ft OWcus 
Rkk 99 8 ft MB ^Jite Ast am Cmbo Lafy as 13 *t 

HEIiaiG: 9-4 BartnaHotffit*, 11-4 Ffcfloek, 11-2 Bed JareJar, 13-2 Snowy 
Law, 7-1 SNeHoe Abbey, 151 RojNi Hand. 20 OMoua Rbk, 2S others 


aoo 


DUDLEY DUKES ANTIQUE FAIR NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4*200 2«n UOyds 


1 0U3PM 8C4C ASHORF (26) CD} M Bamea 6 11 7_ 

2 P60PQ3 ARBRXXMUSC^MeLMwMSllO. 

3 DOfSFF CHUGMBnr| 5 flSJMnDn 9 UD 

4 OPFWB LEPTON (90) J Cuts 6 110 


6 22-821 flHW CHANCE 056) OR Mis H Mobley 9 12 5, 

MrA“ 

BEntHft 13-8 Greanmoiatt Lad, lW Kaowa Head, 51 Vlhri Chance, 
7-1 Press For Adfca, 12-1 Oouttoa, 14-1 auckraeer Bay 

FEDERATION BREWERY HANDICAP HWfr 
DLE (CLASS F) £3fi00 2m If 

1 44553 SHARP SBBADON (2lfl PJ 0 A HBtaf 7 13 0..8 GanRty 

2 333003 B)£N QAMCEH PAJBf) U h M B adeySlllQ — PMiaa 

3 33/30- (HPSfAL BO (RQ (F2fl F kfiaphy 9 11 10 MFNtar 

4 32321 FA3EHAU0UH (7) (GO) B SMon 5 11 1— £ MeCanareft [I] 

5 -HM 26 EHBflrilISflPflJICmtaul 

6 56P63 BEAU MAltUIT CLfl Mb M M^at S 10 9 AS Berth 

7 53064 JBDORCET (7 ) CFadMSJ 7301 
-7 


4^30 


R Stott 

JJGanttyB 


BETTOKe 54 Bria k riMab, U-2 Edaa Daocer, Bara Mtoriot, 7-1 Jwv 
dureat, 51 Stop Sensation. Stay, 12-1 hnperial Md 


HYPERION 

6jOO Meranti €L25 Farley Green 630 Star 720 
Cyrian 750 Joan Pierre 820 SwaBow Breeze 


GOING; Good (Good to Finn in plans). 

STALLS: Sf & Of - far ride; rest - inreric. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Lew tor BT& 6L 
■ Ltfl-hawl. curat course. Flat and pjHoping vtth easy tons. 

P Course is ^ra E of eity cTT B686- ADMISSION: C1ubS12()5 
-IjMre.SBfc'ItalenssfisSftSaicerRitlgAFtoLioeiS-l.CARPATOE: 
sacw Ring 113 (uhnka car ptas four occupants), rest firee- 
RUNXRRED FIRST TUB: Mdfero Irtrarod) (000): Patofflan 
<T «0>; Bty Heotfiwt Idaored) (TSQfc MoorbW (risoed) [8J0V 
WZNNGBS IN THB LAST SEVEN DAX& None. 
LONG-DtSTANCE RUNNERS: Magical Dancer (60O)&Wairk>r 
Ktng (820) son J06 reflea by Mis N Datflt-id fian Amcqth, Pewm. 


S 50 MAGBAL (MMCER (2fl Mm N DudeU 8 8 5 Drawn 1 

G 50 POSITIVE AIR (lfl B McMahon 8 8 KMoaB 

7 SCttnNGKMng»8B BOucdcmS 

8 STAR M JEMS 8 8——.— — L Patted 8 

9 0 SIMMS DAT BUIES (23) C Malay 6 8 IfltofcfS 

-9 dectared - 

BE71MB: 5-2 Ity Bet, 34 Star, 52 Jaybea SBw, 51 lady Arne, 151 
PBdflwe Air, mSeottftfclMBfli Bria.SdrewrDay^ BMra,251Uag- 
MDnca 


7-20 


WEAIieSVSSBWlCESLRiTH) 
STAKES (CLASS D) £4,900 lm 2f 


21505 ALAHAK (24fl (P) W R ttoti 6 9 B. 

251-60 PALAMON (USA) {IS) (D) J W*e498 — WJOttooaora B 

202-00 TROIAN HSX 0.6) G Leris 498 httB»toy3 

00655 <MHAWi>llMXSS(lfl0H^jDnK4 9580taaae4 

1 CYWJW(G2)PC6e3S9 TflutoiL 

63450 nWM)AUAB,(2flMJaire3B7 RCodraraS 



COIW1CK PARK APPRENTICE HANDICAP 
(CLASS G) £2yB75 added 6f 

IHES (Mfl (0) B Pafing4 ID 0« taattar (S) 8 

(fl«Ba»flp698 SapMaMtftdllBV 

p3) (D) M Heatonflfc 4 94 — IFnriafflUV 

IOfl(WMaJflwer4 93 RMritaB 

E (5) M Wane 5 B 13 fiPtaktaB 

{2U(t»JUftadey4 813 RttatobCflU 

IKM CIM) P R Webber 3 8 12 Jhwkt OTM (5) U 
MsL Strids 7 8 116 Matowr 17 V 

48U AEdMtjrfflSB 

_ _ PQnfcl888_MnawCDak(fll3B 

U 030050 UXXmcU)nUaSibcatet686 — k >Bmuara _g?l 

12 20560 BCHALEMBUM (13) Atil]ser383 GHMflOtfllB 

13 61 POLBWWNEfS^ 9Snmt38 2 ADety4 

14 306434 SBSTHAIEPfl (WSRBw*mg5B2-JFBoyteP)10B 

15 -006S AgUCTCQIXETtCiqBhfeag3 8 T .. 

17 06005 ^SAT HALL (M4) 88 P CmfeA 8 7 12 C0agto(fl9 

IS 25563- TOWS G0U7g WWATa nBl 7710 POraffllS 

BEJTOIft 51 tori, 153 Creaao ttyone*. 51 Maaacree, PafiMfaaa, 
10-1 Mierim a, 12-1 Matora. M raw Salty. Swe et Ma to. 144. ottwi 

BRITISH BUS AUCTION MA0EN 
STAKES (CLASS E) £4025370 Of lT?V1 

05 MKNEMDSE(221)JUBadey9Q 8Ffiaodi(5)3 

K Bake 90 I F Egan IB 

JGkwr90 T(N3igJaaego(7)Z 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 _ 

BETIW& lWttyitoi, 74 Alairi^TroJw RWi, 51 CrpIwo Priacea*. 7» 
1 Patoaoo, 8-1 Dowm AUri 

STUDENTS IN- HALF PRICE fccfefcj 
HCAP (CLASS F) £3^00 lm 2f 

02515 WWAHJSS[7flBFferftuy410D 1 Stack 4 

30150 ItaBtA (13) 84 P MeMn S 9 12 DHaatereK 


756] 



CU] m UBS icon 4 9ia-JH*aneft(5)4 
(3S) PR IKCtra 6 9 12 — Marta Day* (3) 13 

IEEE (44) (D| W Mbr 5 010 J Brid U 

E(7)JPssrce49 10 LDatkalT 


^25| 


33022 AEBMKSi 

45 BBONBEOMBt.. . . _ 

5 I9EQ8BCXJAW5 ptlfl M Haron-Ebs 9 D — S ftoaot 9 
0202-5 oaQt(£7)M7anriarB90 RCbrirenalS 


50 SEAWMA0ECIl)SRBnffg9a- 
7 0 SOT*TlEUBt(22)RGuest9r 

3 TELLKJH WRHercSQ— 

9 BU£CffiSEMsNMecariey89 DOTVwhoa (3)8 

10 IWftErBBSMHCantyaB canter 12 

U M aFWOflCA(lJ) JJeriansBS. B Doyle 5 

12 32- BffUO[Mp£rettTRJiftsn»*>u8Nart89 

13 PROsreat® i tSmyCi-OScwe 8 9. DUantanB 

*13 i tedwJ * 

Bnil«LM.ksa«^ 7-2 Octor; 4-1 Teflon. 6CAtoflsAI8it,51 Fra 
My emeu, 251 Snfcl leader^ 251 Btom Britfag. 251 afters 


65000 LttAl 
00106 
10450 
05230 

09063- BBW17(M7)09DClBSgae59S — D 0 D«ri»e(flU 

4056* B0OTO(lflroWsNMae8toy8B7 SVAAriarS 

2310-0 HCSIH BEAK (lfl 6 McCdut 5 9 7 R Stoftokna (7) 8 

10 5510 CASHAPU90Y (41) N LBnTden4 96 — TGMdai*to3 

11 20050 BlTFtSmxn-pflGLMoae59S^JSVArtMXikl8V 

12 0241-1 ARCAIlBtft (UB) (D) C Janes 5 9 5 _C Rutter 17 

13 50050 iSSH KMSAIAH (4) GYaTOtey 494 C Latter (7) 9 

14 21103- COMEDY RWBt (171) (t6 Nteiy 1094 «WU 

15 100-03 NB0tATSP(8NCESS(lfl BIAriRhon494 — XHdknU 
10 -30511 SOID LANCE pJSA) (23) ROSiften 4 9 * — BCneftraatB 

17 22056 BOU»IFA3MI(4D»iB£taa^494 VStaKeryl 

18 14110- D0UBlER0SH|12 fl(aiBB TMto59 4 Ttydralfi 

BEITMa: 7 -lArcabaa,GoW L»0CB,51ICri*ial Breaza, Jean Plwre, 10- 
1 Whal A Rws. Tnatoi, Ca reeity Wver. Doctoe Hue*, 151 ribrea 

NEXT GENERATION OF RACEGOERS 
HANDICAP (CLASS E} £4025 3YD lm 6f 

W4CO RMS (39) (BF) J CkrtV 9 7 UMM3 

SE U3) (ft DrJ Sca^9 6 D ODoorina p) 1 
(32)0V)MAA«»95 I»ra*rl7 

H (Man 

91 R Cochrane 6 

JtNaaUV 
.TtyttalS 
J Arid 7 


g^Qj NCA^AUCTICN STAKES (CLASS 


! F] £3^00 (fifties) 2YD 5f 
CU£ WHT{UJflJJtfW£asart!yS 12 _- 

H6B6BWPHcadnta&. 


SKY 


1 

0052 

2 

4310-6 

3 

54112 

4 

524 

5 

004- 

6 

00506 

7 

003- 

8 

40504 

9 

0055 

10 

550 

11 

60432 

12 

050 

13 

005 SO 

14 

50305 

IS 

0005 

16 

65644 

17 

0050 



JflBEESRJBiWTbmpitfsga. 
uor AWt 1 Jertms 8 8 — . 


_6 Padded 4 
JtodGddny7 
J) KBPS 


_BDo)ts2 


t82. 

t KMG (38) M>$ H CUtieU 8 2 

l (IS) Erre»hetB 7 13 

HlBflUTbrt4ilrt712 
|39)JW»711. 

10)81 
-17 

MMmm aeftjr 7 »m Due tarefety) i*flpeftaMan 7 BJ«L 
BEI7W& Ktat 5-1 toncavot, 7-1 Moratatoere; 8-lOrar 

Die Ak; 151 SwflowBraca, 12-1 JbcMa, 14-1 rihera 



£ S&iH 

HYPERION 

5u40 Maid Few Advonture 6JU3 Greenback 6-35 
Gowe^Slare 74J5 Ah’ Shot 735 Keep Me In Mind 
(nfcti &05 Kino R3S Nahla 


7J05 


KAR7SHORf£ MOTORS HAND- 
ICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £9,500 
2m 5f UOyds 


221-13 AIR SHOT (SB) JJ) OMcnctan 7 11 10. 



GOING: Good 

■ Left-hand coarse with 200 yd run4n. 

■ Coarse is 5W of Scratforrf-avAvoti on MS9. Stfadord station 
lm. ADMlfiSIOK Ckib S 12; ItoiasrilsiB; Cm M. CARPARK: 
Inside conrae 42, nst free 

BUNKERBD FIRST TD1B: Keep Me In lfind (vtswed 7-35)- 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: StJRtodo (8.05) won 
si Wttton Cutlc. 

LONG-DBTANQS RUNNERS: Dtoeo De» Mmxcs (7.05) * The 
MaiarGeranl(9i4D taw bwst bbh 21 1 tnfles by G Bdrards fiom 
Grqamfcc. Qnnbtla. 


10F2S5 STRONG MHJKWE (111) (CO) K Baley 10 11 6_C DTtoyef 

3 -65111 DtSCO DEE Monts (R5) (D) GFSchenK 6110 _P Cartrany 

4 21-252 DeSTNY CALLS (21) (BF) W 7 10 11 — K On— uuit r 

6 2222F1 murstNOOorptqn NHendesm9104JIAI%8Mfl 

-Sdecfared- 

BEIIHS: 7-4 Dtara dM ttatttt 52 Nr Shri, 51 Darifay Crib, 51 nap's 
52 Stores Akddbe 


7.35 


NfflTHAM&JBAESHCAPHTXE 
(CLASS D) £3^50 2m UOyds 


PRAGNBJL TROPHY NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) (DiV D £3000 2m Of UOyds 

4fll<2 MDFORAWBinjREtfAIBF) MssHKn0t6 111 

icraaty 


tili 


310 DOCS BOY (Tfl 0 ShenMOd 7 11 0. 


110130 OUT RANWWfl (FTT) (13)[D) J ta* 5 1113 -T 

3-1300 MOST EQUAL (34) (CD) Mftie 7 11 13 A P McCoy 

-F3U2 OUTONAPROMBE(7jp)N«Mer5U8_J*t«ro»» 
/P3255 BAWI|5fl«MsJ0eri8U6 Tttent 


X2213F SVERN GU£ Wfl (BO) JAfen 7113- 


-XAbyumfS 


OU fSHUMEF»ffMNE(2t8 N HerderarSUO-MARBgereld 

00D5P MLmrSAWE(34)5raemeRoe6110 WMeratw 

Iff (4fl R OdetS 110 XNqma(5) 

I (F802) P Hobbs 5 11 0 HW ttto 

(Sfl N 7wriohOME5 7110 CLIewetyn 

>BK (J3) toss C Came 5 10 9 Dlarity 

09) C Bared 6 IP 9 . .BFawan 

tB4) AH Hane y 5 10 9 J A McCarthy 

atom, 52 FhtokreFoatatra, 51Satwan, 152 
51 R«ri Gan, 164. Mrareifi UoAt, Mcaa- 



4-4560 K^? ME M MM) (Jfl P) h Uaftel 8 U 2—.J FIMqt B 
412334 C00IBrswUJtEfl3)(D|AtoSW»ems91033— ICtrto^ 
106603 NAStMUf SOR (7) (fl R Madias 6109 — CUantynV 
151426 PAB OF JACKS (F127) [Cl^ P Write 7 10 6 — B temoody 
Sim- GUMBt BE GOOD (857) (CO) JK Cnsaaf 7100—7 Bey 
-10 dactoad- 
MWoim red^c IOsl Tree ftnfcap aetfc 9st 7B. 

BSTIHft 7-2 OntOa A Pwtoe, 11^2 Moat E qna L HnWi , 13-2 Ckft Rredt- 

tofi. 51 Keep Me ft IBril, Coofeyb Vrin, Pak OTiaela. 24-1 eftare 

JOHN AND NIGEL THORNE HUNTER 
CHASE (CLASS H) £2^00 added 3m 


SMI 


BETTING: 7-4 Mrid For A* 
WoUrarea, 7-1 Docs Boy 
low, Lncirebe Prat. 251 


liU 


RKHARDSON DEVELOPMENTS 
NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5,000 2m 5f UOyds 


113313 fiRfflWCffpaj(2flflF)PHB««81iaLJH 

11P632 StAZEUf HOME CtflnPBoaenB 118 RJtoari 

■8SPF1 M0*0BSCHAM(lAGHubbatJ9114 PHeotoyffl 

OOP FWI6BAH FRH: (Sft 0 Ham 7 10 12 MrMFAtn 

A&P4 LITTLE GAMS (73) R Lee 8 IP 12 BFeatOO 

-5 1 


BErtWfc ewm Stately Haree. 52 Greantadt, 7-2 Hetta Steam. 24-1 
Fkatgra ftae, 251 UBfa Safas 

I'fincl PRAGNELL TROPHY NOVICE I QKYJ 
1°^°] WJROLE (CLASS E) (WV a) Lr!Mj 
£3flOQ 2m Sf UOyds 

1 UW141 SHAHPaRBW®PflP&B8S412S A P McCoy 

2 f GBmauNjm(2flROura»7iio Dl 

3 420063 GOhSt-SUVE f7) P Bireen 5 U 0_ 

4 PR6I5 MAtiaPlHffie0[rr(B2flflBCBrig3n9110JtMaBayH 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


* AJU-P THE MAIOR ffiHERAl (77) (Cft G IfiriBitls 10 12 10 _. 

Captate A ORJeofT) 

2 51U54 DESMOND GOTO (7) [fl K ten* 9 120 JR DS Areas (7) 

3 1-PQ00 IWMBO(3S|mM&OGnsselU12 0-llKCaiSHir7) 

4 45543 G « RW » W ( lflfiteDD ) sonlll2 0 _ Jfi * aCD ) w »( 7 ) 

5 111313 HLL tSLAlD lfl 86 C Sueeang 10 12 0 Jlr ft Sranlhig (7) 

6 PP4014 mnmtQPlMVanWUO JRAMartta^ 

7 532180 TW»BOr(9)mRTea®*!212 0 Mr R Caffltoy (7) 

g M33rl SMITOOO (t)(0)C hfisort 10 U 9 MrCMN0D(7) 

-Britriared- 

BETON6: IM IheMflarfiaBeraUrtilrianrtrBiDeBMcndBofcl 7-11000, 

SWodo, 51 Gqr ttftm TMa Boy, 251 FMagB 

AHP TRAILERS NOVICE HANDICAP HUR- 
1 OLE (CLASS ^ £3fiOQ added 2m UOyds 



on MU»uarsfliLuoB(i0^ JSntfi5uo ***** 

-2QFP3 SHWXnSFENL|4flMaHt(nE$«5110 JFTWer 

0050 CI«RAMM5mtt.(5OJLms7109 Lecaalrag 

60 SAUCY NtM (91) I WtaiB 5 ID 9 BFttd 

Off SUIRffT ELSE (63 ) KTresor i-COAes 5 10 9 C tltotyl 

BETTMft 64 9o« To Streak, 74StW9 CttareantL 51 Gma»flfan,StaB- 
naa<«, tt-iSaaqr Nun, 2S-1 BnaOetoraJIm, 351rihore 


81110— 

DUewetya 

3 531 STO»BCia7t?:(rai)mMOaw«4l3B— ATtomfireV 

4 231153 DCIANCHIMIPIDGsrttrtaailB R Drareredy 

5 142413 SBBa«»lHTOCBfl(C«PMujtyr4114JIAniffrail 

6 02500 ORCHARD WtS P7) 0 Brenrao 7 11 2 RJMaaoo 

1 64532 NIMA(fl(D)00eHsan71013 SCretrei 

B 23SQ20 fWaAMEKPUftBadeySWlS^ CMy 

9 335 MOS0MeEWrp04}CSaraefi41D12 -BFatt 

10 04044 WES)8HSeeHL(UiM<EMM0n61Oll.APMcCoy 

U 00-30 DOVEITO (lfl A E tee 8 10 10 S Wynne 

12 OS-060 KUMAR! WNG (fl A Cam* 7 105 Dltatt 

13 340203 pOSnNDPflMssCCaroe61D3 

14 -pppoo mnumsuowo^Pm 

mum oc^ic 10a. Fw teakapw^ga: Utwtoralsldl 
BEITWa 11-2 aw (tort, SnowitraSlretaB,SBial«M^ 7-1 Stooa- 
eatter, Nadia, 51 OHetto. 151 T)» Under, 151 


JriMrty 
5 100 RBedorey 
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sport 


Herbert puts title challengers in the shade 


Motor racing 


DERICK ALLSOP 
reports from Monte Carlo 


True to character, Johnny Her- 
bert retained a sense of humour 
and realism as his team told him 
he was fastest in practice for 
Sundays Monaco Grand Prn. 
“Sorry it*s the wrong day,” he 
said ruefully. 

Unofficial practice day - al- 
ways Thursday rather than Fri- 
day herein the Principality -has 
the capacity to produce mean- 
ingless scenarios and the con- 


test proper begins with tomor- 
row’s qualifying session. 

However, Herbert’s eleva- 
tion to the top of the Formula 
One practice charts for the first 
time after a century of races is 
a significant gauge of the 
progress he and the Sauber- 
Pctronas have made in tandem. 

Certainly there was nothing 
half-baked in the endeavours of 
Michael Schumacher and 
Jacques Vifleneuve, the two 
drivers closest to the English- 
man. And try suggesting to 
Heinz-HaraJd Frentzen, winner 
of the San Marino Grand Prix 


a fortnight ago, that his com- 
mitment was diminished. He 
crashed his 'WDliams-Renault 
into a barrier in vain pursuit of 
Herbert’s time. 

Herbert’s current driving is 
like his natural demeanour a 
joy to encounter. He professes 
himself at home with Sauber, 
comfortable and appreciated. 
And, he says, the traumas of his 
life and career have insulated 
him against the pressures of FI. 

Herbert explained: "I had to 
get over my accident in 1988 and 
dies) difficult rimes at Lotus and 
Benetton. There’s a lot more 


mental warfare in FI these days 
and JTve survived it because I’m 
tougher now. Going through all 
I went through has helped me 
cope with today s FI, where you 
often find drivers head-to-head 
and criticising each other. We 
had it with Michael Schumach- 
er and Damon HDL 
*Tve not got myself involved 
in that sort of thing and Tm hap- 
pier now than I have been for 
three or four years. Tin with a 
team where everyone is work- 
ing to the same end.” 

■ Herbert, a resident of Mona- 
co, is usually to be seen on these 


streets travelling within the le- 
gal speed limit of 25mph at the 
wheel of his jeep or astride his 
Hariey-Davidson. Local knowl- 
edge may well have helped yes- 
terday, but at 180mph the 
familiar landmarks mean little. 

He said: “SOveistone is still my 
real home track, tat it is nice and 
special when you do well here. 
Everyone wants to win at Mona- 
co. It's a great challenge, perhaps 
the greatest challenge of all.” 

Damon Hflj’s objective this 
weekend is to finish a race for 
the first time in the Arrows- 
Yamaha. So far the champion’s 


tale has been one of frustration, 
leading to speculation about his 
future. After taking ninth place 
yesterday, he sought to put the 
record straight on his supposed 
threat to quit the team unless 
they “get their act together”. 

He said: “I’ve made no 
threats, merely a statement of 
fact I'm telling the situation as 
it is. We have had problems and 
the team know they have to be 
fixed. A huge amount needs to 
come if we are to be competi- 
tive by the middle of the season. 
I've got an open mind as far as 
next season is concerned, but at 



20 J Tn* TO 22 

Vntayftfna Paean) SfrnytlHfert. 1.33-353. 


Sussex put 


to sword 


by Brown 


Cricket 


DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Lord’s 
Middlesex 490-9 dec 
Sussex 44-3 


This match has so far flattered 
to deceive. But while two cen- 
turies and five wickets by a leg- 
spinner tends to imply 
cricketing perfection on a balmy 
summer's day. Lord's was any- 
thing but an enticing prospect, 
as rain and cold winds kept spec- 
tators away and players 
wrapped up like Michelm men. 

Ooly one place -a faulty hot- 
plate in the Warner stand 
kitchen - was hotter than it 
ought to be and seven of Lon- 
don's finest fire engines soon 
had it under control. Play was 
□cl held up but the four occu- 
pants of the Warner stand had 
to temporarily find seating else- 
where as Keith Brown, Mid- 
dlesex's second centurion, and 
Angus Fraser, with a hard-hit 
35, made merry with a now wilt- 
ing Sussex attack. 

It was the onfy time Brown in- 
dulged himself as he notched up 
an unbeaten 144, the 13th ton of 
a career that began in 1984 and 
his first since 1995. His palette 
of shots is narrow, extending to 
little beyond a powerful cut and 
the odd canny nudge. His stay 
lasted 90 overs before Mike 
Gatting declared at 490 for 9. 

His overall contribution, 
however, runs far deeper and 
his role as both stumper and 
stalwart has been vital to Mid- 
dlesex’s efforts over the years. 
An uncomplaining rock at the 
heart of a volatile changing 
room, he is that dying breed, a 
consummate and avuncular 
senior pro. 

Not too senior to take the 
bowling to task and he. along 
with Fraser, managed to strike 
a six to the shorter Grandstand 
boundary as the pair added 78 
in 74 balls. 

For Sussex, only Amer Khan, 
a muscular leg-spinner whose 
action nods more towards 


Shane Wame than it does to.his 
home-town hero, Abdul Oadir, 
would have left the field a sat- 
isfied man. He may have end- 
ed the innings with 5 for 137, but 
yesterday's analysis of 4 for 66 
from 20 overs, which included 

bowling with a slippery new ball, 
was just reward for perseverance 
within a dispirited attack clear- 
ly missing several of its big 
guns. 

The disparity between these 
two sides became even more ap- 
parent when Middlesex bowied- 
But if Fraser, with his galumph- 
ing approach, was the man to 
do the damage on paper, it was 
his greener partner James He- 
witt, operating from the Nuisey 
End, who got his name into the 
score boo k. 

Bowting at little more than 
brisk medium, he nipped one 
back sharply up the slope to 
have Keith Greenfield Ibw. Tfen 
runs later, he struck again as he 
forced Nefl Taylor into gloving 
a lifter behind. 

The left-hander Toby Pierce 
followed soon after, the victim 
of a blinding catch by Thfoell at 
point as he climbed into a long- 
hop. If the seam bowlers keep 
this up Tufoell may have little 


to do, except apply himself in 


the field. The same cannot be 
said of Sussex, who will surely 
now struggle to save the follow- 
on, let alone the match. 

■ Aamir Sohail has apolo- 
gised to the Pakistan Cricket 
Board in an attempt to have his 
two-year ban from interna- 
tional and domestic cricket lift- 
ed. A board spokesman said 
yesterday its council would 
meet within a week to decide 
whether to pardon Aamir or re- 
duce the ban, imposed last 
month after a row with the 
board's chief executive, Majid 
Khan. Aamir’s apology, de- 
scribed as unconditional by a 
board spokesman, follows a 
deal proposed last week by 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif s 
adviser on sports and culture, 
Mushahid Hussain, that Aamir 
must apologise and the board 
lift the ban. 



Present arms: Northamptonshire’s Kevin Curran pads up to a delivery from Graham Rose on his way to 73 yesterday 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Sharp Caddick comes in from the cold 


HENRY B10FELD 


reports from Northampton 
Northamptonshire 185 
Somerset 23-3 


One could only assume that the 
reason it did not snow for the 
second day running at the Coun- 
ty Ground was that it was too 
cold. Andy Caddick managed to 
defy the unpleasant conditions 
and took his figures to 6 for 65 


when Northamptonshire's last 
six wickets fell for 59 runs. In all, 
the weather allowed 33.4 overs. 

Bawling from the pavilion 
end, Caddick was a nasty propo- 
sition for the Northampton- 
shire tail, which on this evidence 
starts afi too early. The most im- 
portant wicket, though, that of 
Kevin Curran, feU to Graham 
Rose, but Caddick had a hand 
in that, too, for he held an ex- 
cellent low catch off a wild 
slash at square third man. 


Caddick has started this sea- 
son in excellent fettle and this 
may be another of Derrnot 
Reeve's achievements now that 
he is in charge of the Somerset 
dressing room. If he can sort out 
Caddick's thinking, and see to 
it that his considerable talents 
are put to their best use, he will 
have done both England and 
Somerset a great service. 

He bowled to a slightly fuller 
length than he had managed on 
the first day and looked more 


dangerous now that he was 
bringing the batsmen on to the 
front foot He used his height 
well and although he did not 
move the ball much he was ex- 
tremely hostile. If he continues 
like this he will surely have a 
summer of Test cricket to look 
forward to. 

Caddick took four of the 
last six Northamptonshire wick- 
ets and Rose, with whom Cur- 
ran began by off-driving for six. 
the other two. The only real re- 


sistance they met came from the 
last pair of Paul Taylor and Mo- 
hammad Akram, who held out 
for 10 overs while adding 27. 

Somerset then faced 14 balls 
before the rain began again af- 
ter tea, but when it relented there 
was still rime for nine more overs. 
Akram, who is distinctly sharp, 
then had both the openers 
caught In the slips off tentative 
strokes and then produced a 
beauty which bowled Jason Kerr, 
the night-watchman- 


Newport to the fore 


Round-up 


ADAM SZRETER 


Phil Newport took four wickets 
in 21 balls at Worcester to put the 
county champions, Leicester- 
shire. in some trouble on the sec- 
ond day of their Britannic 
Assurance County Champion- 
ship match yesterday. 

The 34-year-old former Eng- 
land bowler changed the course 
of a rain-interrupted game as 
Leicestershire subsided to 42 for 
5 in reply to the home side's 257. 

Newport, now in his 16th sea- 
son at New Road, enjoyed a 
spell of 4 for 20 in 125 overs. 


spanning two intervals and 
three hold-ups for rain. Iain Sut- 
cliffe was Ibw to the first ball af- 
ter lunch, Aftab Habib and 
Vince Wells edged successive 
deliveries, and Neil Johnson 
also fell leg-before. 

Leicestershire had started 
the day by taking Worcester- 
shire’s last four wickets for 58. 
Alan Mullally finished with 4 for 
86 and Gavin Haynes was un- 
beaten on 41 for Worcestershire. 

Monte Lynch played through 
rain and bad light for a 
sparkling half-century as Glou- 
cestershire closed in on Hamp- 
shire’s 316 at Bristol. 

Lynch had put on 71 with 


Rob Cunliffe (43oo) when 
Gloucestershire accepted the of- 
fer of the light at 143 for 2. 

Earlier a stand of 77 for the 
seventh wicket between Shaun 
Udal and Bill Kendall boosted 
Hampshire from their overnight 
total of 221 for 6 . Mike Smith’s 
slow left arm took 4 for 61 for 
Gloucestershire. 

David Lawrence, playing bis 
first game for Gloucestershire for 
five years after a twice broken 
kneecap, had to leave the field 
after three overs of declining 
speed. He headed for the treat- 
ment room and was not seen 
ag ^iri- The official reason was **a 
minor strain to the right calf”. 


Graveney has changes in mind 


David Graveney. England's new 
chairman of selectors, is plan- 
ning to oversee a flexible fresh 
approach to the continued de- 
velopment of the national team. 

Personalised coaching will be 
encouraged, alongside specific 
work with a player designed to 
help him come to terms mentally 
as well as physically with the de- 
mands of the international game. 


“Most players have a guru- 
like figure behind them - 
someone who has been there 
to help them all along - but 
they may also need something 
extra when they’ get to the in- 
ternational arena,” Graveney 
said. 

“Robert Croft, for ins tance, 
has always had Don Shepherd 
around at Glamorgan, but on 


last winter’s tour the work John 
Emburey was able to do with 
him wasvery valuable. 

“My aim is to identify when 

a player needs certain work, and 
to make that available. Some- 
times it will be with his county 
coach, or someone within his 
home county, but sometimes 
too he could benefit from an 
outside influence.” 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Britannic Assurance 
County Championship 

Second day of four 


Cloaca v Hampshire 
BRISTOL: Gtoticestershire (4pts), with 
eight firsttrwdngs wickets standing, are 
173 runs behind Hampshire (3). "today: 
lift 

Hampshire won toss 
HAMPSHIRE — First burin** 
lOvemtftc 221 for 6) 

W S Kendall rtw b Alteyne .47 

S D Udal c and b 'ibung 58 

4 D Mascarenhas c Hancock b Smith .1 

5 J Renshaw c Russell b 'ibung 14 

C A Connor not out — 12 

Extras (IbO w2 nb6) 17 

total (U&3 overs) — — — 316 


Fan (cant): 7-272 8-283 9-297. 


BovrtJn© Smith 28-8-61-4; Lawrence 
18-1-78-1,-1 


__ . ui;VbMTg 26^-11-43-3; Ba« 22- 
8-39-0; Alleyne 14-4-47-1; Hancock 10- 
2 - 39 - 3 - 

GLOUCESTERSMRE- First tarings 

A J Wright b Mascarenhas — 34 

N J Tremor c Laney b Renshaw 12 

R J Cunliffe not out — - 43 

M A Lynch not Out -54 

Extras — — .... _0 

total far 2 , 444 were) .-—— 3* 3 


Raft 1-28 2 - 72 . 


to tat: *M WA/teyne. 5 toung, tfiCRus- 
1 J Ball, D V 


sen. T H C Hancock. M C 
Lawrence, A M Smith. 

Bowting (to date): Connor 14-3.31-0; 
Penshsw 74-0-27-1: Mascarenhas 8-1- 
28-1; Udal 6-0-22-0; Stephenson 9-1-35- 
0 . 

Umpires: G I Bulges and R A Wft/ze. 


Middlesex v Sussex 

LOOTS: Soscax <2pts& with seven 
fireMmiings wickets stamftng, are 448 
nns behind Mddesax (5). today: 11XL 
Sussex won toss 
MIDDLESEX- First Innings 
(Overnight: 337 for 5) 

tK R Brown not out 144 

P EWsWnpc Drakes b Khan 13 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 


Draw date: 7/S/97, The winning numbers: 12, IS, 28, 33, 34, 43. Bonus number: 40. 
Total Sales: £25.317.531. Prize Fund: £11.392.888 (45% of ticket sales). 


CATEGORY 


NO. OF WINNERS 


AMOUNT FOR 


TOTAL EACH TIER 



14 


£3.209.696 

Match 5 plus bonus boll 

19 

£51.978 

£987,582 

March 5 

— 1.035 

£596 

£616.860 

Match 4 

35.663 

£38 

£1.355,194 

March 3 

522.039 

£10 


TOTALS 

558.770 

1 £11.389.722 


. ■\ nn JI' z d V'..^ the national lottery* 

in iftp ctent at any tfiscrepjncy in the above, ttw data contarea In Camelct ccr.ira unnwlci imem shall prov* 1 . 


R L Johnson c Drakes b Khan 18 

j P Hewnt c Greenfield b Khan — 0 

A R C Fraser b Khan 25 

PCRTufndl notout 12 

Extras (b6 Ibio w6 noiOj - 32 

total (for 9 dec. 1406 owers) 490 

Fal (coat): 6-363 7-389 8-390 9-468. 
120 overs: 389 for 6. 

Bowing Jarvis 39.5-8-126-1; Drakes 6- 

1- 21-0; fioftnson 30-7-87-1: Newell 9- 

2- 35-1; Khan 37-5-137-5; Greenfield 
1-0-15-0; Alhey 6-0-170; Rjirce 7-0-22- 
0: Rao 5-1-14-1. 

SUSSEX- First tarings 

M T E Pew* c Tufoell D Hewitt 10 

K Greenfield Ibw b Hewitt 11 

N R Taylor c 8rowr b Hewitt 6 

C W J Amey not out 13 

RK Rao not out - 4 

Extras -0 

total (for 3, 203 overs) 44 

FOB; 1-16 2-26 3-31. 
to bat K Newell. *tP Moores, V C Drakes, 
PWJants. M A Robinson, A A Khan. 
Bowftn* (to date): Fraser 7-3-11-0; He- 
witt 9-3-26-3: Johnson 3J3-Q-7-0: Kails 

1- l-O-O. 

Umpires: V A Holder and J H Hampshire. 

Nortfaants v Somerset 

NORTHAMPTON: Somerset (Apts), with 
seven flndHnrrings wickets starring, are 
162 nma behind llBiUtaambumtae CD- 

today: lift 

Northamptonshire won toss 
NORTHAMPTONSMRE - First Innings 
(Ovemigrc 126 for 4) 

K M Curran c Caddick b Rose 73 

DJCapel b Caddick 20 

J N Snape Ibw b Caddick ,...3 

tO Ripley ibw b Rose - 0 

J P Teyter b CaddK* -..7 

S A J Boswell Ibw b Caddick 2 

Mohammad Akram nor our .20 

Extras (b4 IQ6 nb5> - „15 

total (552 overs) 085 

Fa* (cont): 5-134 6-155 7-156 8-156 
9-158. 

Bowttng Caddick 24.2-6-65-6; Shine 7- 

2- 29-2: Rose 20-5-60-2: Ahmed 4-1-21- 
0. 

SOMERSET - First tarings 
MN Lathwen c Momgomwe 

b Mohammad Akram .,,.5 
METrescoihlckcCapeJ 

b Mohammad Akram 4 

•PD Bowler notout 11 

J I D Kerr 0 Mohammad Akram 0 

A R Caddick not out 3 

Extras ...... — 0 

total ( for 3, 102 owrg)».-....., . . 2 3 
Fat 1-8 2-13 3-19. 
to bat M Bums. PC L Holloway. tRJUim- 
er. GD Rose. Mushtaq Ahmea. K J Shme. 
Bwtag (to dale): Mohammad Akram 52- 
2-U-3: Taylor 5-1-12-0. 

Umpires: j g Jesty and 8 J Meyer. 

Worcester v Leicestershire 
WORCESTER: Leicest e rsh i re (4pta), 
with five first- Innings wtekirts starting, 
are 215 runs behind Worcestershire (4). 
today: ULa 
Worcestershire won toss 


WORCESTERSHIRE- First Innings 
(Overman: 199 for 6) 

G R Haynes not out ... —.A 7 

tS J Rhodes c Noon b Johnson 39 

P J Newport b Mullally 4 

R J Chapman c Dakin b Mullally J3 

A Shenyar c Dawn e Millns 13 

Extras <b6 IbS w6 nb20l 40 

Total (882 overs) 257 

Fad (cont): 7-207 8-232 9-238. 
Bowfctt MNns 1&2-6-53-3: Multeity 28- 

3- 86-4; Btimson 8-4-20-0; Johnson 21- 

4- 61-3: Weis 6-3-10-0; Oaten 6-1-8-0: 
Madd y 1 -0- 5-0. 

LEICESTERSHIRE - Fbst tarings 

D L Mad* c Hick b Shenyar 20 

I J Sutcliffe Ibw b Newport 6 

A Habib c Hick b Newport - -3 

*V J Weis c Rhodes b Newport .0 

N C Johnson Ibw b Newport 1 

G l Macmillan not out - .5 

tP A Noon not out - 5 

Extra* (to2) — 2 

total (for 5, 245 overs) —42 

FaiL- 1-13 2-21 3-21 4-27 5-33. 
to tat D J MBtes. J M Dakm. A D Mullal- 
ly. M T Brimson. 

Bowing (to date): Newport 12.5-3-20-4; 
Shenyar 12-5-20-1. 

Umpires: J W Holder and K E Palmer. 

No play yesterday 

Today: 14.0 

DERBY: Derbyshire v Durham. 
HARTLEPOOL: Nottinghamshire 170 iC M 
ToSey 54; A Wafcer 7-56); Durham 115 for 

KEAOMGLEY: Glamorgan 233 for 1 vtork- 
shlre. 

Other first-class matches 

Second day of three 

Cambridge Untv v Essex 

KENNER®: Essex, with s «vtn firsWn- 
rrineswtcketsstandtaL art 83 runs be- 
hind Cambridge Unhwrehy. today: liXX 

Cambridge University won toss 
CAMBHDGE UMVERSJTV- first barings 
285 for 9 dec (A Singh 134. E T Smith 
72: DR Law 5-93). 

ESSEX -First tarings 
(Ovemtfn: 22 for 0) 

*PJPnchardC House b Hughes ......72 

D D J Robinson c and D Hughes 59 

A P Grayson c House b Freeth 38 

DR law not out 5 9 

AJEHibbertnotoiit 8 

Extras (03 Ibl w2) .6 

total (for 3, 624 overs) .222 

FaH: 1-136 2-145 3-285. 
lb bet: S D Peters, tB J Hyam. D G Wil- 
son. G R Napier, S J W Andrew, P M Such. 
Bowing {to data): P S Jones 3-1.31-0; 
How 8.3-2-19-0: Dawson 7-1-26-0: 
House 4-0-21-0; R 0 Jones 6-1-20-0; 
Freeth 16-3-48-1; Hughes 13.1-3-53-2. 
Umpires: B Oudleston and M K Reed. 

Oxford Univ v Warwickshire 

THE PARKS: Oxfcrd Mrertty, rvfth »«- 
on secnrd-lnniigs wickets stantSng. are 
147 runs behind Warwtckstae. today: 
11 & 

teford Umversfty won toss 


OXFORD IMVERStTY- First tarings 129 

(G Welch 4-391. 

WARWICKSHIRE - First Innings 
*N V Knight c Buchanan b Battarbee 12 

W G Khan c Wagn b Av®ns 43 

0 L Hemp b Battatee 5 

D P Osder ibw b Avens 5l 

M i Powell ibw b Patel 20 

G Welch b Patel 0 

D R Brown c Wagh b Patel 0 

A F Giles not out 69 

N M K Smith notour _..55 

Extras Ib9 IT'S* w2 no22l A2 

total (for 7 dec, 68 overs) J297 

FErih 1-39 2-57 3-71 4-121 5-125 6-125 
7-174. 

Did not bat fT Frost. M D Edmond. 
Bowfins Avans 22-5-97-2: Patel 19-2- 
78-3: Battarbee 19-4-72 -2: Wadi 6-1- 
18-0: Hudson 2-0-14-0. 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY -Second Innings 

R D Hudson Ibw b Brown 1 

•MAVteghbWfefch JO 

C G R Ugntfoot c Kmght b Brown l 

B W Byme not out „.7 

tA P Scnni not out l 

Extras (02 IbS nt>4i U 

total (for 3, 12 overs) 23 . 

FaB: 1-1 2-1 3-8. 

to tat J A G Fulton, P G Morgan, C Pa- 
tel. LG Buchanan. JMM Averts, C M Bat- 
tarbee. 

Bowflng (to date): Welch &-3-4-1: Brawn 
6-2-10-2. 

Umpires: A G T Whitehead and P Willey. 

Other matches 

Second XI Cbamptonslilp 

Second day of three: 11.0 today 
CHELMSFORD: Essex 111 and 125 for 
3; Durham 38S for 3 dec (S Hutton 159 
J Daley 144). 

PONTYPRIDD: Glamorgan 310 for 5 dec 
(M J Powell 102no, w L Law 76): Ybik- 

Shire81for2,rafo). ^ 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


11,252 


The number of spectators wfto 

watched Sunderland’s youth 
team beat Middlesbrough 
ywth 2-1 in the final of foe 
Nonhem Intermediate League 
Cup atRoker Park on WedrSsI 

QBV mart Si innmtM. 


ram on wednes- 
nigit. Supporters were ad- 

njtted free to mark foe closure 
or foe ground next week. 





the moment Tm concentrating 
mv efforts on Arrows. 

S8H§^ 


Made 

makes 

mark 


v 


Equ estrianism 



SiMfr 9 D fO IGB> Amws-Tgrnara 
fSjE&io J Ate* (F» Benmortom* 
^ n d oorftad 
c*d« 122.020; 12 E Irenfl (N IQ 
072: 13 R BamelwUa I® 1 *! 

is P Drtz fBia) Amws-Vanffg 
. 1^22622; 18 J VBSaptal 
13O05& 170 Pw» i 


GENEVIEVE MURBIY 
reports from Badminton 


David O’Connor made) 
factory start io the Baffi 
Hoise Thais on Custom J 
with whom be was leading?: 
rer the dressage here last yt 
before finishing the contest i 
third place. 

This time the US riderst 
the lead at foe end of the firist < 
of dressage with Linda 
son, a 25-year-c 

from Sweden. . . 

This is Algotsson’s first ap-t| 
pearance at Badminton, 1 * ~ 
she shows no signs , of htm* 
over-awed by the big occasianT 
She intends to take .all the; 
quick routes on 16-year-old . 
Lafayett when sh e tackl es foe- > 7 ^?] 
cross-country tomorrow.': 


1 25-year-old maihs teaefc^ 


<f>X. 

-"s .■: s ' Li 

Jl-L-- 1 " 


cross-country tqmoirow.': 

O’Connor’ s Irish-bred itiounC 
became a little excited 
day before the second-lfi^^Hv ^ t 
change, a new movem^L ip 
three-day event dressag^^dh ; T- 
requires the horse to chaijgjsfrK 
leading leg at canter w^iow 
coming back to troL " ■ 

Made was otherwise p64c3i6cL ; - 
and responsive to his rideri'. * . ' ; r 

Paddy Muir is tying , , s 

best of the British on her greg; . ^ ’ 
gelding, Archie Brown, whofifc? : 
ehed ninth here last year. C3as& 
behind conies Daisy Dick. (mg^_; ^ 
25-year-old daughter of foriher 1 
Grand National winner, Dave ■! 

Dick) on Headley Bravo. ?/ 

New Zealand’s Olympic 



i&v-.r 

vrd?-.--.: 

ph***’ '7 

uwiw»s ■»-. .v - 

| jpglJC.-'O. -*— .. 

lOUtka .** 1 
ip:, rut t.-t • 

hser.-hV^-. . 

BE ft'**- " 

‘it • ; '' 


champion, Blyth Tait, is tying 
sierneld 


equal seventh on Ches T - 

de^jite the horse making a few 
errors through being tense. 

Like everyone else, Thit is . . . _ 
pleased with the going that has, ^ ^ 
been greatly improved by th«T ^ 
use of an aerator, which pro- ' * 

vided holes for foe recent rain 
to drain into firm ground 
Both Leslie Law on Capitano 
(now 3Sth) and Ian Stark ob 
Aiakai (26th) had disappointing 
tests, but they each have anoth- 
er chance when they ride their 
second horses today. •• •. 

MflSUBSM MOTORS BAOWNTON HORSE 


hand s ;** 

could Tirs“ 


Cotto 


Si 


Rugby Union 


TRIALS Stancangsrftof ftret^b^of rire*- 


: 1 Lafayett (L Ajgorssoii, Swo) and Cus- 

rom Marte (D O'Connor, JS> 4&6; 3 ArtftJo 
Biown iP Muir. G81 49.4; 4 Headley Bravo 
ID Qck. GBi 49.6: 6 Damn Powers (A Hoy, 
Aik) 53.0; 6 Beta (T CoHins, Ben 53.4. 


Defeat for 
Muster 
on clay 


Tennis 


Thomas Muster, for so long re- 
garded as virtually unbeatable 
on clay, was surprisingly beat- 
en on his favourite surface 
when he lost 6-1, 6-2 to Hicham 
Arazi in foe third round of foe 
German Open yesterday. 
Arazi, a 23 -year-old Moroccan 
who is based in France, has won 
only one title in his four years, 
on foe tour. 

Muster, No 3 in foe world, 
compiled a 1 11-5 record on clay 
in 1995-96, including a 
40-maich winnin g streak, _ the 
second longest in the open era. 
Of his 44 career titles, 40 have 
come on clay. 

In stark contrast, Boris Beck- 
er has never won a tournament 
on the surface in his otherwise 
illustrious career. He was also 
beaten, going down to Felix 
Mantilla, 7-6? 6-2. 

Becker, Wimbledon cham- 
pion three times, was frustrat- 
ed by the spectacular passing 
shots of the Spaniard as he at- 
tempted to progress in an event 
he has failed to win 11 times. 

Neither Becker nor Mantil- 
la was happy when foe umpire, 
Steve Ullrich, called a rain 
break at 6-6 In foe tie-break. It 
drizzled lightly most of the 
day, and while Becker and 
Mantilla were sent to foe lock- 
er rooms, play continued on 
outside courts. 

When they returned, Mantilla 
passed Becker with a back- 
hand. Becker broke his racket 
and served with a new one. but 
Mantilla hit another superb 
backhand passing return off 
Becker’s second serve that 
clinched the set. 

In the second, a Becker fore- 
hand error put Mantilla a break 
up. and he whipped in another 
backhand passing shot to seize 
a 4-1 lead. A forehand winner 
gave Mantilla foe maicfa. 
Marcelo Rios, champion in 
Monte Carlo last week, lost to 
another Spaniard, Alberto Be- 
rasategiii, 64, 6-2. 

Martina Hingis, w*o injured 

her knee falling off a horse last 
month, says she expectsto be fit 
for the French Open. The 
16-year-old Swiss worid No 1, has 
been forced to pull out of three 
tournaments since suffering foe 
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O’Connor puts 
pain behind him 
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Golf 

ANDY FARRFi i~ 
reports from Thame 

° n the tour. 
Christy O Connor Jnr thought 

^ a ^ ay .™ Jddo ^-- 
ff*4 ^ chance - “The whole 
famine steeped in golf." he 

said. I was the only one in the 

house not playfag. I watched the 

IhTcSJf” on and 1 misscd 

°£ bnnor proved his suc- 

o^ul return from a nasty bout 

° Vif nx3 ii e - bow ,n his left arm 
with a 68 in the first round of 

1 uP” & Hed S« Intema- 
E^7 He , one ^hind the 
New Zealander Greg Turner 
f^while Colin Montgomerie. Ian 
Woosnam and Bernhard 

^ a 5S < !*’ m Ihe,r ow n ways, all 
had 70s. 

‘ A Ryder Cup hero at The 
Belfry m 1989, O’Connor made 
a dramatic comeback, after be- 
ing involved in a helicopter 
crash, by winning the British 
Masters in 1992. Since then he 
has suffered from Moreon’s 
Metarsalgia. a painful foot con- 
dition. and in November 1995 
was afflicted by tennis elbow. 

■ A cheque for £3,800 for 54th 

place in the Volvo PGA was the 
sum total of the 11 tournaments 
he played last year. After six 
months and flZOOO worth of 
unsuccessful treatment, Conor 
O’Brien, the Irish Olympic doc- 
tor, put O’Connor under the 
laser. “It was very severe but it 
put me back on the road to play- 
ing golf.” O’Connor said. 

“It was like placing your 
hand on a red hot pill. You 
could smell the skin burning. It 


yvas black for two days. But hav- 
ing a lull-body MRI scan was 
even worse. It was an awful sen- 
sation. I wanted to die. I pressed 
# the red emergency button to get 
out.” 

O'Connor, who will join bis 
famous uncle Christy Snr on the 
Seniors tour next year, could not 
hold a cup of coffee in his left 
hand but has gradually built up 
his strength in that arm and re- 
turned to the tour in Dubai in 
February. Yesterday he col- 
lected four birdies, did not 
drop a shot and missed twice 
from inside four feet. “I am 
playing nicely and enjoying it,” 
he said. “I know exactly how 
[Jose Maria] Olazabal must 
have felt, especially him being 
so young. I really missed it.” 

. The Irishman made his score 
in the morning and despite the 
temperature rising - well, rel- 
atively -and the ram holding off 
in the afternoon, no one chal- 
lenged Turner’s 67. The Kiwi ar- 
rived on Tuesday to find a light 
smattering of snow covering 
the course and decided against 
a practice round. He was not in 
the pro-am on Wednesday, ei- 
ther, but wanned by a pair of 
long Johns, bought by his wife 
Jane, his only dropped shot 
came at the ninth, h& last hole, 
where he was short of the green 
with two drivers. 

While Woosnam’s round 
contained two birdies and 16 
pars, Montgomerie was far 
from his consistent sell Having 
had three birdies and one bo- 
gey on the back nine, which he 
played first, he then played the 
front half: bogey, bogey, bogey, 
birdie, birdie, birdie, birdie, 
double bogey, birdie. “We’re 


playing a big golf course and 
eight birdies suggests some- 
thing is going right,” Mont- 
gomerie said, “but all those 
bogeys suggests there's far too 
muds going wrong.” 

The main problem was com- 
ing up short with his short-irons. 
At the eighth, where he took six, 
Monty had 130 yards to the flag 
and hit it only 80 into a lake. 
There are plenty of man-made 
water hazards on the course but 
there is no need to dye them 
blue since they turn that colour 
with the cold. Montgomerie’s 
face turned a deeper shade of 
red. “Something is not right and 
Til phone my coach when I get 
home tonight,” the Scot said. 
“It’s probably an easy fault to 
cure, it’s just finding the cure.” 

Woosnam did not drop a 
shot but was never going to pick 
up loo many, either. “1 played 
steady, but I didn’t hole any- 
thing,” said the Welshman, who 
only missed three greens. His 
long approach putt at the last 
tinkered on the edge of the hole 
and then decided to stay above 
ground a little longer. 

BENSON AND HEDGES INTERNATIONAL 
OPEN (Tha (MonWUra, Ttanw) (GB or W 
unies& stated): 07 G Turner (NZ). B8 C ODOn- 
nor Jnr. 88 J lamas, D Ctete, A Caftan, L West- 
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sport 

Bassett to 
take over 
from Pearce 


lust. D Howl, K Vonote (fin), D Boite 8> iSp), 
I WoOGnem, G Orr. R McFaatene, S Lure ISp), 
N real) (Sw«). 71 P Qund (Swt). R Banal, 
J Cocoes (At 9, I tenkfo (Sp). D Qftxri. D Coop- 
er, P Hedbtom ISueJ. P Eates. T Bfom (Den), 
R Kaitaaan Ewe). J Spence. G Emereon. 72 
J Roteon, P Ok*, R Kjttcny, MA Martin fSpJ, 
P MoGMoy. M A JAmenet (Sp), D Robertson, 
S Weterw, J Payne, I fynsn. F Rocs (Sp), I 
Mu (So), S BtteBteras (Sp). P Baker, K Erics- 
son (Sue). S Allan CAusJ, i Haegpnan (Sue). 
73 R Muntz (Noth). S Rtcfwitteon, M Me** 
ty 0m). A Fonbrand (Sue), d Cole (Ana), P 
Waaoa R Wttson. J Murray, E Canon ice (it), 
S Struwr iGeri, W Wesmer (SA), P Hanrg- 
ton, M Janes, E Darcy, I Many, E Romero 
(Arg), R Dads (AusJ, D Chopra (Swe), D Lea. 
Sm a rt ed: 74 S Torrance. 



Football 


Stuart Pearce, as expected, is to 
step down as Nottingham For- 
est’s manager. He said yester- 
day be could not devote enough 
time to the rebuilding job need- 
ed after the dub’s relegation 
from the Premiership. 

Pearce, who will carry on 
playing for the club, thinks For- 
est need to bring in new blood 
before next season's First Divi- 
sion campaign, but the England 
full-back is banding that re- 
sponsibility to Dave Bassett, 
who moves across from his role 
as general manager following 
Fbresfs final Premiership game 
at Newcastle on Sunday. 

“I feel as though some re- 
building needs doing at the 
dub and, with the constraints on 
my time from international 
commitments, I am not going to 
have the time to go out and 
scout for players,” Pearce said. 
*Tm not really prepared to sit 
back and take someone rise’s 
word for it on players 

Pearce, who became caretak- 
er player-manager in December 
when Frank Clark left, said he 
had made his decision some time 
ago and that Forest’s relegation 
bad not had a bearing on it. 

Michael Owen, the Liverpool 
striker, heads the 23-man Eng- 


land youth party from which the 
coach, Ted Powell, will name his 
squad for next month's World 
Youth _ Championships in 
Malaysia. Injuries and the need 
for rest mean Leicester's Emile 
Heskey and Evcnon’s Michael 
Branch will not take part in the 
championships, which start on 16 
June. England are drawn against 
Mexico, the United Arab Emi- 
rates and the Ivory Coast. 

Wolves could be without six 
players for tomorrow’s First 
Division play-off semi-final first 
leg at Ciyslal Palace. There are 
doubts over two midfielders, Si- 
mon Osborn and Neil Emblem 
two strikers, Don Goodman 
and Iwan Roberts; and two de- 
fenders. Adrian Williams and 
Stephen Froggatt. 

Bradford Gty's goalkeeper, 
Aidan Davison, has been recalled 
to the Northern Ireland squad for 
the friendly match against Thai- 
land in Bangkok on 21 May. His 
only international appearance 
came in the 2-1 defeat by Swe- 
den in a friendly match at Wind- 
sor Park last April. 

Neither of coach Bryan 
Hamilton's first two choices. 
Alan Fettisand Tommy Wright, 
is available for the match, so 
Wigan’s Roy Carroll will be 
Davison’s understudy. 
Northern Ireland «nH Fnglawt 
youth squads. Digest, Page 29 


Seva Ballesteros hits out of a bunker yesterday at Thame Photograph: Davkf Ashdown 


A grand day out for 
the unsung heroes 


Cotton’s eruption clouds final 



Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 

Two years ago. Will Carling de- 
scribed the membership of the 
■Rugby Football Union as “57 
old farts” and, in the process, 
succeeded in turning the Pilk- 
ington Cup final into a side is- 
sue. Tbrnorrow's Twickenham 
showpiece is in danger of suf- 
fering a similar fate, thanks to 
the latest eruption of malodor- 
ous hot air from the bowels of 
the RFlTs divided hierarchy. 

The newly-constituted RFU 
Reform Group, headed up by 
Fran Cotton, the Lions manag- 
er. has circulated every English 
club with allegations of RFU 
mismanagement, undemocrat- 
ic manipulation and every oth- 
er nefarious activity short of 
first-degree murder. The accu- 
i j\ sations, which carry the full 
Y support of Giff Brittle, the 
union's disenchanted executive 


chairman, centre on the £87 .5m 
broadcasting deal with BSkyB, 
the agning of which is imminent 

Cotton and his colleagues 
have repeatedly claimed that 
Tbny Hallett, the RFU secre- 
tary, misled member dubs over 
the terms contained in the in- 
terim Heads of Agreement- in 
particular, on the issues of pay- 
per-view and scheduling - and 
have called for his resignation: 
In turn, the RFtTs disciplinary 
committee is investigating a 
leak of confidential documents 
that infuriated BSkyB executives 
and put the entire deal at risk. 

Yesterday. RFU sources pre- 
dicted Cotton and his col- 
leagues would soon be wiping 
liberal amounts of egg from 
their faces. “We have a veto on 
pay-per-view and it is enshrined 
m black and white in the final 
BSkyB contract,” said one. 
“There is no possibility of pay- 
per-view being introduced with- 
out our written consent. Hie 


lawyers from both sides are 
dose to finallang the agreement 
and the sooner we can go pub- 
lic with it, the better." 

While the Reform Group 
continued to insist that the 
broadcasters' would hold the 
whip band over the scheduling 
of England international match- 
es - in reality, BSkyB have dic- 
tated the timing of league 
matches since they started their 
live coverage of domestic dub 
rugby three seasons ago - the 
RFU pointed to its own im- 
peccable- democratic creden- 
tials: four general meetings, a 
commission on the future of the 
game, an independent study and 
two reports into administra- 
tive structures, all instigated 
within the first 18 months of 
professionalism. 

It now seems certain that 
more blood wfll be spilled at the 
annual meeting in July, at winch 
the RFU intends to support a 
direct challenge to Brittle's 


executive chairmanship. Twick- 
enham is also pulling its wagons 
into a circle around HaDett, who 
remains the No 1 target for Cot- 
ton and his rebels. 

John Fowler, the injured Sale 
lock, has withdrawn from Eng- 
land’s two-Tfest trip to Argenti- 
na after a straw-dutching visit 
toa frith healer failed to repair 
damaged knee ligaments. 
Northampton's Martin Bay- 
field dropped out on Wednes- 
day because of groin trouble. 

Graham Dawe, the Cornish 
farmer whose no-holds-barred 
hooking duel with Brian Moore 
dominated English front-row 
play for the best part of a 
decade, has retired from top-' 
class rugby with Bath at the age 
of 37. Capped five times by ius 
country, Dawe, who has strug- 
gled with thumb and elbow in- 
juries throughout his 
testimonial season, said: “The 
old body is telling me some- 
thing: It’s time to say goodbye.” . 


Wright gives Wigan 
an extra man 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADFIELD 

Wigan make a team change for 
their match against the London 
Broncos tonight that virtually 
amounts to acquiring a new 
player. 

Nigel Wight wiD start a league 
match for the first time since Au- 
gust 1995, after overcoming a 
bonific series of injuries. Wright 
has started only 19 matches in al- 
most four years at Wigan, tut the 
need for another creator to lift 
part of the harden from Andy 
FarreC means that their coach, 
Eric Hughes, wants him on the 
field from the kick-off tonight. 

Wright wiD play stand-off out- 
side Tony Smith, which also 
means that he wiD be m direct op- 
position to Shaun Edwards, on 
his first return visit to Central 
Park since bis transfer to London. 


Edwards continues to be 
kept out of his usual position by 
the form of the Broncos' scrum- 
half, Josh White, who was this 
week named as the winner of 
the Stones Gold Award as the 
Super League player of the 
month for ApriL 

Wigan wfll have Lee Hansen 
making his full debut and Hen- 
ry Paul back in actional full-back 
after the back injury that kept 
him out for most of last month, 
but his brother, Bradford's Rob- 
bie, will be missing for up to six 
weeks, starting with Sunday’s vi- 
tal Super League game with their 
Wembley conquerors, St Helens. 

The Bulls' captain has not 
broken a bone in his foot, as was 
first feared, but ligament dam- - 
age wfll keep him out for at least 
a month. The Bradford forward. 
Sonny Nickle, will be out for a 1 
similar length of time after re- | 
fracturing his arm at Wembley. | 


Mon-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 

Next week the likes of Juninho 
and Zola will be preparing to 
play in the FA Cup final but to- 
morrow it is the turn of Paul Pit- 
man, Steve Brentano and 20 or 
so other players to enjoy a day 
out at Wembley. 

Like last year, the FA Carls- 
berg Vase final brings together 
two clubs from northern Eng- 
land: Whitby Town and North 
Ferriby United. For Whitby it is 
die culmination of a triumphant 
season in which they have won 
the Federation Brewery North- 
ern League and have secured 
promotion to the UniBond 
League. This makes up for the 
events of 1993, when they won 
the Northern League for the first 
time but were denied promotion 
by an unfortunate outbreak of 
inter-league politics. 

Whitby’s main man up front 
is Pitman, who scored a last- 
minute winner in the Vase semi- 
finals to see off Banstead 
Athletic. Pitman has been with 
the North Yorkshire dub for 12 
years and has scored well over 
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Ipswich start at full strength 

Hockey While Hightown will start as 


DENT 


Ipswich, the defending cup 
holders, will be at full strength 
for the semi-final visit of Clifton 
on Sunday, the former England 

' international Vk&ey Dixon hav- 
ing completely recovered from 
a ^ if injury, writes Bill ColwilL 
Clifton also expect to be at 
full strength following the de- 
cision of the Welsh defender 
Rachel O’Bryan to put chib be- 
fore a national training week- 
end. However, the Welsh 
management has decided to 
discipline O’Bryan, who is un- 
likely to join the national squad 
.again before September. 


While Hightown will start as 
favourites in the other semi-fi- 
nal against Doncaster, and wiD 
be looking for a good ruD-out 
with next weekend’s European 
Clip Championship in mind, 
they will be conscious of the 
8-2 League drubbing Doncast- 
er inflicted earlier in the season. 
The final is at MQtoo Keynes on 
25 May. 

CHton will be looking for then- 
third successive title in the 
Women’s Under-19 Club 
Championship at Milton Keynes 
tomorrow. The strongest oppo- 
sition in the five-team round- 
robin event is expected tpcome 
from Harieston Magpies. 



m 
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Edwards ready for records. 


Just as Tracy Edwards was cel- 
.h. of 


■ venoee — — » - --- - . • 

in Southampton yesterday, the 
most difficult of her record- 
-breaking challenges looked like 
brims made harder by a French- 

matTwrites Stuart Alexander. 

! Edwards, 34. sails w New- 
port, Rhode Island, on Monday 
ahead of a bid next month to 
break the transatlantic record 

■of six days. 13 hours, three 


minutes set _ by the another 
Frenchman, Serge Madec, in Jet 
Services in 1990. 

But the mam event is the 
round the world time set by the 
boat she has bought and refur- 
bished as Royal & Sun Al- 
liance. As Enza, it won the Jules 
Verne Trophy in 1994 with a 
time of 74 days, 22hr 17min 
22sec. That record is now un- 
der threat from Olivier.de Ker- 
sauson, whose 90-foot trimaran 
Sport-Elec is 800 miles ahead 
of Enza’s equivalent position 
with 12 days to go. 


M 



300 goals for Lhem. Their man- 
ager is Harry Dunn, who helped 
to build the Scarborough side 
taken in to the Football League 
by Neil Warnock. He also 
played for Scarborough in two 
FA Thophy finals. 

North Ferriby, from the 
Northern Counties East League, 
are captained by Brentano, "who, 
along with his team-mate Bob- 
by McNeill, won the Vase with 
Bridlington Tbwn in 1991 Their 
squad also includes two other 
men to taste Vase glory. Andy 
Flounders with Brigg, who beat 
Clitheroe last season, and Mark 
Tennison with Guiseley in 1991. 
The East Yorkshire dub’s play- 
er-manager is Tim Hotte, once 
an apprentice with ArsenaL 

Contrasting fortunes face 
two Staffordshire clubs. East- 
wood Hanley are to fold at the 
end of the season due to mout- 
hing debts while Stafford Ran- 
gers, who slid from the GM 
Vauxhall Conference to the Dr 
Martens League Midland Di- 
vision during the last two years, 
have been taken over by a lo- 
cal businessman, David Parker, 
who has halted the sale of their 
Marston Road ground. 


Football 


Mgofcyv Safari (7.3 0). 

IMUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEMJUE John VHn 
!*•&■»&«> tael nvky. Buffos H«vWek n.45i 
MMvtfityK 

Rugby League 

SRMESSUPER LEAGUE: W03/IV London (7S0L 
Im md DMrtnic Lancashire ljn» v Leltfi 1 7 .301. 

Speedway 

ELITE LEAGUE: arts Vu9 v PoMe ,7JO<; Pntw- 
borotfi » Camay (7 -301. 

PREMIER LEAGUE: Areas Essm v NncrcxT IS.Or. 
(Mad « Kul <7.J5> Knochoat Cope Eftaburffi * 
Sheffield (7-30). 

Other sports 

EQUESTRIANISM: Badraun Hose Tnab. 
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Streets ahead 

Johnny Herbert leads way in practice 
for the Monaco Grand Prix, page 28 









Football 


Rangers have 77 days to prepare 
for a midsummer Champions' 
League roulette which could 
leave them dumped out of Eu- 
rope before they even begin the 
pursuit of “Ten-in-a-Row”. 

That was the stark reality foT 
manager Walter Smith yester- 
day as he geared up for arguably 
the biggest overhaul in his 11- 
year stay at Ibrox. Smith reluc- 
tantly left behind the afterglow 
of equalling Celtic's nine con- 
secutive Scottish dties to look 
ahead to the chilly prospect of 
European elimination. 

He must appoint a successor 
to Richard Cough as captain, 
wrap up perhaps four signings to 
add to Jonas Them and Tbny 
Vidmar, and wrestle with sched- 
uling which could leave top play- 
ers with just a fortnight's break. 

And everything must be in 


place, by 23 and 30 July when 
Rangers will enter the Euro- 
pean Chp p re-qualifying round 
with nO margin for error. “If you 
go out at that stage you are out 
of Europe, period," said Smith. 

“It is only if you get through 
to the preliminary round, which 
includes the runners-up from 
Europe's top six nations, that 
you get a place in the UefaCup. 

“The candidates for that stage 
at the moment are the likes of 
Barcelona, Parma, Bayer Lev- 
erkusen and Liverpool Arsenal 
or whoever froin England. 

“'We can’t run away from 
the fact that our record in Eu- 
rope should be better. We've 
qualified three times for Lhe 
group stages which is okay bur 
we haven't acquitted ourselves 
well enough there. It is a chal- 
lenge we must take on and 
everybody wants us to raise 
our standards in Europe." 

Smith disagrees with Uefas 


Gascoigne in 
fitness race 


CATHERINE RILEY 


Paul Gascoigne will embark on 
a tour of Britain in the next 10 
days to try to prove his fitness 
for England's su mm er events. 

The midfielder will play in 
Rangers’ last game of the sea- 
son at Hearts tomorrow and 
then travels to London to face 
Arsenal in Nigel Winterb urn’s 
testimonial on Tuesday. He is. 
also due to appear at Torquay- 
next Friday night in another 
benefit game as he attempts to 
show Glenn Hoddle that he is 
ready for England's friendly 
against South Africa on 24 May 
and the World Cup game in 
Poland. He could also go to 
France for the four-nation tour- 
nament at the start of June. 

David Murray, the Rangers 
chairman, interrupted his dub’s 
championship celebrations to 
again refute suggestions Paul 
Ince is a transfer target “There 
is no truth in these reports 
whatsoever,’' Murray said. 
“What is the point in paying a 
big fee for a player who is ap- 
proaching 30 and then forking 
out high wages as well? In a 
year’s time. Ince will be a free 
agent and then there might be 
a deal worth talking about" 

Manchester C5ty have sacked 
three members of their back- 
room staff, including their for- 
mer playeT Colin Bell. The end 
of season clear-out at Maine 
Road gathered momentum yes- 
terday when manager Frank 
Clark announced he was not giv- 
ing a contract to Dalian Atkin- 


son and said that virtually all the 
key members of his youth set- 
up would be leaving the dub. 

Neil McNab, the youth team 
coach, was sacked along with the 
youth development officers Ter- 
ry Farrell and Bell. The move 
paves the way for the arrival of 
City’s former captain, Paul Pow- 
er, as director of the youth 
academy. 

Steve Gritt, the Brighton man- 
ager who rescued the dub from 
relegation to the GM Vhuxhall 
Conference, is to stay at the dub 

after five hours of talks with the 

new chairman, Dick Knight 

Billy Bonds, the former West 
Ham manager, returned to 
management yesterday - ad- 
mitting: “I have taken on one 
hell of a challenge." Bonds has 
agreed to become Millwall’s 
third manager in barely three 
months following the departure 
of John Docherty last week. 

Southampton have complet- 
ed the signing of Chesterfield’s 
Kevin Davies. The fee for the 20- 
year-old forward, whose hat- 
trick sank Bolton Wanderers in 
the FA Cup, will be decided by 
a transfer tribunal. 

Plans to regionalise the low- 
er reaches of the Football 
League and bring in Conference 
dubs were shelved yesterday. Af- 
ter six hours of talks involving 
most of the 72 Nationwide 
League dubs, it became dear 
thatthere was no chance of the 


Sheepshanks, the League chair- 
man, said: “We will not be pro- 
ceeding with regionalisation." 
More football page 29 


decision to allow the runners- 
up of the best leagues a place 
at Europe's top table and ac- 
cepts that Rangers would have 
to win the European Cup to es- 
cape lhe q ualificati on tightrope. 

As the format stands. 
Rangers could be out of Europe 
before they kick off the defence 
of the Premier Division on 2 Au- 
gust Smith has already begun 
trawling for new talent as he ac- 
cepts that an end of an era is 
looming. He will try to maintain 
a strong Scottish accent in his 
team, but says it is becoming 
harder season by season.. 

As the manager spoke, the 
35-year-old Gough was on a 
transatlantic flight to Kansas to 
start his new career, and a suc- 
cessor to the. captain was very 
much on Smith's agenda. 

“There are candidates here 
like Alan McLaren, Brian Lau- 
drup and Andy Go ram who 
have all captained the club in l 
Richard’s absence but I’ve yet 
to make up my min d." he said. 

Smith haslet his sights on as 
many as half a dozen new sign- 
ings with Sweden’s captain 
Jonas Thera due to come from 
Roma and the Australian de- 
fender Vidmar from NAC Bre- 
da. Tve made inquiries with a 
number of chibs about availabil- 
ity, prices, wages and so on. I'd 
hope to have some movement on 
that soon. We have three players 
who will be out of contract Ian 
Ferguson has agreed a new three- 
year deal and we are still in ne- 
gotiation with David Robertson 
and Gordon Dune. Hi talk again 
with them next week." 

Smith admitted it was hard to 
talk about change at Ibrox with 
the players that have served him 
so well over several years still 
downing the championship 
champagne. “1 have the highest 
regard for them and the way 
they have maintained their de- 
termination to carry on win- 
ning,” Smith said. “It is not easy 
to talk about change when 
many have been terrific players 
for me in my first spell m foot- 
ball management” 

Smith expects the injured 
pair Stuart McCall and Sebas- 
tian Rozental to be ready for the 
early start in Europe after be- 
ing ruled out since October and 
January respectively. Hie goal- 
keeper Andy Go ram should 
be fit for selection for Scotland’s 
games against Wales and Mal- 
ta before the World Qrp qual- 
ifier in Belarus on S June. 

Rangers will be back for pre- 
• season training on 23 June al-. 
though Vidmar and Craig 
Moore have international com- 
mitments with Australia, Gordan 
Petrie will be with Yugoslavia and 
others will have virtually only two 
weeks off The Scottish champ- 
ions will go to Germany for pre- 
season games and face Everton 
in the Dave Watson testimoni- 
al at Goodison on 16 July. 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


No 3294. Friday 9 May 


Thursday's solution 


tatJLJLJUliJIlliiHU 

a e d □ a n n 
HQQDiQHraaill ElBOIi 
0 W m B 0 s H 
EBHDEH QUBHEJHHia 
0 H 0 H HD 
□□BEDDG] ID 1300 EH Hid 
0 Cl □ 0 Q D 

□HraEansm ebqisbe 

[d H 0 ID 0 Q 
0D0Q0D0B BHUL3BE 
H El 0 0 II El B 
EQ01D BHUI1BEIUHB 
0 D H 0 0 B D 
m@mni000EjnH 



ACROSS 

I Chap who’s crashed in Le 
Mans? (6) 

4 Apply manure to best 
doming? (3-5) 

10 Thieving fellow enters 
building - anger follows 

II & r has a journey (5) 

12 Ambassador residing m 
outskirts of Teddington 
subsequently (4) 

13 Close w3tch from West and 
East? Yes, when that place 
is involved (7, 3) 

15 Fall sick in swell surround- 
ing^. and fade away (4, 3) 

16 Lecture from young man 
about EC matter (6) 

19 Cut hack in church raves ti- 

g itors (6) 

ame by ‘oree, by the 
sound of it, or some other 
animal (3, 4) 


23 I'm flat out, honestly! (2, 
3.5) 

25 Cost to hold the fair (4) 

27 Feature of restaurant bill 
brought by the Parisian (5) 

28 Crept slnunly round Par- 
adise for example. (9) 

29 Agent collec ting art is up- 
set - very thin quality (S) 

30 English Officer, diving into 


sea, came to water (6) 

, 00 WN 

l A mend going round 

. Place that scut off (8) 

“ ^ isle, pos- 

sibly? Not so (9) 

3 Was leader about inde- 
pendent misrepresented 

5 Greek hero: the others 

wffl appear in Old English 
sagas opening (7) 

6 Insert head curiously but 
get cast down ( 10 ) 


7 Run away from some Ravel 
opera (5) 

8 Ice-cream: a type that’s 
about to exist (6) 

9 Fait of delivery address for 
vehicle enemy held back (4 r 
2 ) 

14 Solve Times in error, with- 
out justification (10) 

17 Like a public statement 
about English Kings strain 
(9) 

18 Feted the location of gold 
that’s observed, nothing 
less (8) 

20 Observes plant container 
for plant disease (34) 

21 Left-winger stifling ay of 
surprise was high (6) 

22 Early form of me strangely 
formed of suet (6) 

24 One snapped upa bone (5) 

26 Chap earning monarch to 
this place (4) 
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Irishman smiling 

Andy Farrell on a golfing 
comeback, jr” °° 



Schumacher on learning curve 
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Michael Schumacher gets familiar with Monaco's palm-lined twists and turns yesterday in practice for Sunday's Grand Prix Photograph: Allsport 


Refereeing scandal rocks Brazil 


An inquiry is being launched af- 
ter a leading director of the 
Brazilian national soccer con- 
federation (CBF) resigned 
amid allegations of corruption. 

A scandal erupted after the 
Globo television station played 
a recording of a telephone con- 
versation which it said was be- 
tween Ivcns Mendes, head of 
the CBFs refereeing commis- 
sion. and the president of Atleti- 
co Paran sense. 

In the conversation, the man 
identified as Mendes offered to 
ask a referee to give Atletico a 
helping hand in a Copa Brasil 
match they were to play at 
home to Vasco da Gama. 

The man identified as 
Mendes said: “I need you to 
send me 25,000 real (about 


£15,000)-. if I get a chance I will 
even ask the referee to give you 
a little bit of a band. 

“Tell your players to mark 
Edmundo [the Vasco da Gama 
striker] closely, he gets angry 
easily.” 

The man identified by Globo 
as Atletico’s president, Mario 
Cclso Petraglia, was heard to re- 
ply that Mendes should get in 
touch with his (Pctralgia's) sec- 
retary who would “look after it . 

Atletico won the second 
round, first leg match 3-1. Ed- 
mundo, who has a long record 
of being sent off, and the Atleti- 
co defender Andrei were dis- 
missed in the first half for 
fighting. Edmundo said of his 
dismissal: “It was a huge injus- 


Globo television alleged that 
Mendes, who resigned on 
Wednesday claiming he had 
been threatened, is seeking elec- 
tion to the Brazilian Congress 
and used money sent to him by 
dub directors to help his election 
campaign. Globo said h. been sent 
the tape anonymously. 

Mendes admitted he had re- 
ceived money but claimed it was 
all above board: “What is wrong 
with me as a Brazilian citizen 
who is trying to start a political 
career accepting help from my 
friends?," he said. 

Petraglia denied he had spo- 
ken to Mendes about the game 
and the match referee, Oscar 
Roberto de Godoi, said there 
had been no approaches “even 
by phone ". 


Rowley threatens to bring 
Bosnian problem to Britain 



Rugby League 

DAVE HADFIELD 

Paul Rowley, the Halifax hook- 
er, plans to become the first 
player in the game to challenge 
his contract under the Bosnian 

Ruling. 

Rowley intends to follow in 
the said-marks of Wimbledon's 
Vinnie Jones, the Welsh in- 
ternational footballer, in seek- 
ing to become a free agent 
under the terms of lhe ground- 
breaking European law. should 
they be applied - as both play- 
ers believe they should - to do- 
mestic transfers. 

The Halifax player, whose 
current contract expires in De- 
cember, is angry that his club, 
who have rejected two bids for 


him, have offered him a new 
contract which he regards as de- 
risory. 

Wigan have made a bid of 
£150,000 plus a player for the 
22-year-old. who represented 
Great Britain Under-21s and 
England against France last 
year, and Leeds have also made 
a move for him. 

“Halifax only paid £40.000 to 
Leigh for me and they have 
turned down two bids which arc 
for more than their contract of- 
fer to me suggests they think I 
am worth.” Rowley said. “I will 
continue to do ray best for the 
club - and especially for our 
coach. John Pcndlebury - this 
season, but at the end of it I 
want to move on as a free 
agent.” 

The current situation in rug- 
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by league is that a player at the 
end of a contract and rejecting 
a new deal can move to a dif- 
ferent club for a fee to be fixed 
by a tribunal. 

Where Rowley’s case will 
ring alarm bells within the game 
is in bis argument that he 
should be able to move on 
without a transfer fee. 

The Halifax chief executive. 
Nigel Wood, said that any 
change to the current position 
“would send shock-waves 
through the game ” 

“The whole issue of con- 
tracts in professional sport is an 
evolving one, but we have been 
proceeding in accordance with 
the Rugby League’s by-laws,” he 
said, “we have made Paul an of- 
fer that would put him among 
the highest paid players at the 
club but if he is unhappy with 
that in the light of what he be- 
lieves he could be offered else- 
where. we have difficulties.” 

Wigan's extra man, page 29 
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